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CHAPTER ХХХ. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


CovumT-HoUsE—JA11,-— COUNTY FAIR — Poor ASYLUM — IIORTIOULTURAL 
SoorETY—TROTTING 1101181 AssociATION—PxEsT HOUSE, ETO. 


OR the comparntive cost of the building, Vigo county has one 
of the finest court-houses in the land. 1 wish tho tradition 
were truo, as written on the corner-stone card by S. P. Crawford, 
that the first court-house cost $18. This would add somewhat 
to the dramatic interests of the coming and going of the public 
buildings—the natural evolution from the rudest of log cabins to 
the grandest of great public buildings of oolitic, marble and iron, 
sitting like a jeweled crown atthe capital of the county, in whose 
tall dome is the Francis Vigo bell, so cheerily clanging off each 
passing hour. Ав it is, however, the truth of history compels the 
conclusion that the present court-house is the third erected in the 
county, not counting the old Town Hall that belonged in com- 
mon to the city and county, and was built only for offices and a safe 
place for the recards. The original idea was to secure a fire-proof 
building, and a coincidence to that is that it was the only one of the 
public buildings that was burned. 

The first court-house was commenced in 1818 and completed— 
that is, the upper part—in 1822. It was of brick, and served its in- 
tended purposes until 1866, or forty-three years. Within its walls were 
memorios of some of the many of Indiana’s most noted men, ns well 
as such mon ан Ushor F. Lindor, O. B. l'icklin, James C. Allon and 
Timothy Young, of Ilinois. At this primitive, old-fashioned, court- 
room bench and bar commoneed the gront careers of such men as 
James Whiteomb and Kdward A. Hannogan, Elisha M. Huntington, 
John Law, Dolana R. Eeckels, Jamos Hughos, James M. Hanna and 
Tilgman А. Howard. 

Edward А. Hannegan made his first appearance іп the court- 
room in the old building, and although he did not long reside here 
yet he always turned to Terre Haute—always expressed the wish to 
be buried here, and his grave may be seen in the cemetery north of 
the city. Hon. D. W. Voorhees, in a public address, said that the 
three foremost ‘orators he had ever listened to were Edward A. 
Hannegan, Wendell Phillips and Bishop Simpson. 
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As early ав 1836 the fact became apparent to the authorities 
that more room and more safety for the records were demanded, 
and then was commonced the movement that led to the building of 
the second court-house, on the corner of Market and Ohio streets, 
which was occupied until the present building received the courts 
and ofticors. 

Tho county commissioners’ record. shows tho following: June 
18, 1836, it was ordered that John H. Watson bo, and ін, horeby 
appointed to contract for and superintend the building of a fire- 
proof clerk and recordor’s office, to be erected on the public square 
south of the court-house, between the court-house and the stroet. 
John H. Watson was n member of the board. "his building spokon 
of was lo be located in the court-house square, where the old court- 
house was at the time located. 

July 20, 1843, it was ordored “that the site heretofore selected 
for the erection of n fire-proof clerk and recorder's oflice be changed, 
and that the same be erected on Lots 1 aud 2 in the subdivision of 
Lot 96, and that the sum of $1,085 be, and tho same is, horeby 
appropriated for the erection of said building. Provided, that the 
town of Terre Haute shall convey to the county of Vigo, by deod in 
fee simple, the one undivided half of said Lots 1 and 2, and shall 
unite with the county in the erection of a building thereon for the 
use of said town and county, said property to be held by said town 
and county as tenants in common, the town being entitled to the 
exclusive use and occupancy of the second story of said building 
and the said town and county being entitled each in common to the 
free and equal use of the hall and passage through the building in 
the first story, and the county being entitled to the exclusive use 
and occupancy of the other rooms in the first story, and the remain- 
der of the premises and appurtenances not covered by the building 
to be held in common, the house to be thirty-three front by fifty 
foot deep, the hall to be twelve feet wide, the part to be occupied 
by the county to be divided into three rooms." This building after- 
ward erected was known as the Town Hall, and was consumed by 
fire early іп 1865. It was also called by the boys *MDCCOXLIII," 
which was inscribed on a stone set in a front gable of the building. 
December 18, 1843, it was ordered “that the three offices in 
tho new building, to wit: Тһе front room on Market street be 
npproprinted for the use of the treasurer and auditor, the second or 
middle office to the clerk and the third office to the recorder.” The 
auditor's office never occupied any part of the building, but remained 
in the northeast corner room of the old court-house, in the court- 
house square, until the present building, occupied as a court-house, 
was completed. 


— 
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June 8, 1847, an order was passed appropriating $50 to assist 
in filling up and grading the pond east of the town hall. This was 
the pond which was in the square between Ohio and Main and 
Third and Fourth streets. 

June 9, 1852, it was ordered “that a loan of $1,500 be made to 
pay a noto given to James Farrington for the purchase of lots on 
tho corner of Ohio and Market streets.” [Market street is now 
Third stroot. | 

January 18, 1865, B. H. Cornwoll, auditor, was authorized to 
close tho contract with tho city of Terro Haute for tho interost of 
snid city in the ground upon which the old town hall stands, and 
that he draw an order upon the treasurer of the county for $850 to 
pay for the same On the same date Bonjamin McKeen (W. R. 
МеКсетв father) was authorized “to go to Indianapolis and pro- 
cure plans and specifications for the building to be erected on the 
southoast corner of the public square (this is the location of the 
present court-house ) for county offices and court-room, and after 
procuring plans make publications for bids for the er ection of said 
building.” 

March 27, 1865, bids were received for the construction of a 
court-room and oflices on the corner of Ohio and Market streets 
from Clift & Williams, Samuel T. Reese and J. B. Hedder, George 
Haslet and О, N. Gould and J. S. Smith and Joseph Fellenzer. 

March 28, 1865, the contract was let to Clift & Williams and 
Hedden & Reese, for $24,050, the contractors to take the old town 
hall at $500, TA also 194, 000 brick then on the ground at $8.75 
per thousand, the building to be completed on or before December 
1, 1865. 

June 1, 1865, the auditor’s report shows that there was expended 
on the new court-house to May 31, 1865, $5,075.50. 

June 1, 1866, the auditor’s report shows the expenditures on 
the new шиг house from June 1, 1865, to May 81, 1860, amounted 
to $20,132.31. 

September 5, 1866, J. & A. F. Smith were allowed $190 balance 
in full for making counters and fitting up the county offices in the 
court-house., 

September 7, 1866, it was ordered “that the place of holding 
the courts for Vigo county, Ind., not otherwise provided for by law, 
һе transferred to the new building provided for that purpose on Lot 
No. 96 of the original in-lots of the town of Terre Haute, tempo- 
rarily and until such time as the regular place of holding courts in 
said court-house shall be in proper condition.” 

The last order needs explanation. At that time the old court- 
house in the court-house square needed repairs badly, and .t was 
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proposed to transfer tho courts to the now building (tho present 
old court-house) until sneh time n8 the court-house іп the square 
waa fixed. But that was nevor dono, and the loention of the courts 
novar wont thoro again, "he old court-houso was sold to Jacob 
Stark, father of Chris and Louis Stark, who is still alive and is living 
east of tho city. По used to say that “he was tho only Dutehman 
іп Amoriea that owned a court-house.” 16 had one large room 
below and four rooms above. The building on the corner of Market 
and Ohio streets was used until 1888, when it was sold to private 
parties, and remodeled in the spring of 1890, making elegant busi- 
ness rooms below and suites of offices above. It was in the work of 
roconstruction that the laborers took out the old corner-stone and 
scattered the precious contents on the street. 

The proceedings that resulted in the building of the present 
court-house may be found in the chapter preceding “county com- 
missionor's court." The corner-stone thereof was laid with most 
imposing ceremonies August 28, 1884. This public holiday was 
under the auspices of the Masons, and the principal address was by 
Hon. D. W. Voorhees. A great crowd from all the surrounding 
country poured into town on that occasion, as well as from all the 
adjacent towns in Illinois. The building was completed, except 
tho basement, and the first circuit court convened therein May 10, 
1888. 

Tixtornally thoro ато fow buildings in the world that oxcol it in 
beanty of finish, and architectural proportions and. offects, and all 
has been made to stand porpetually. Тһе dimensions of the building 
are, from north to south, 226 feet, and from enst to west, 277 feet, 
the main entrances being from the four cardinal compass points; 
height from the ground, 88 feet, and to the top of the dome, 196 
feet, about thirty-five feet above that of the Congregational Church. 
On the main floor nre the principal offices, and two large court- 
rooms nre on the second floor, with high ceilings expanding to the 
roof. Tho superior court-room is 64x48 feot. From basement to 
the top it is all elegantly finished and furnished, heated with steam 
that is conducted from a detached building on the south, and is pro- 
vided with an hydraulic elevator. Everything about it is rich and 
elegant, from the ground to the topmost pinnacle, and the entire 
cost was a little less than $500,000. One of the speakers at its 
dedication predicted that its glittering dome would stand there the 
first in Vigo county to be kissed by the morning light, when there 
would be a population in the county of a million people. 

Jail.—A companion piece to the first rude court-house was the 
rougher log jail. Hand in hand, thesetwo institutions of civilization 
go together. The people look with pride upon their great public 
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THE GRAND OPERA HOUSE. 


Devoted to the Best Road Attractions—Pictures und Stock. Inter-State Theatre Company. І.счвсе». 
Chas. С. Smith, Manager, North Seventh and Cherry Streets, Terre Haute, Indiana, 


Facts About Terre Haute, Briefly Stated. 


Terre Haute tax duplicates show that 9,085 men between the ages of 21 and 50 years 
are paying a poll tax. 

An average of 30,000 persons are carried daily on the city street railway lines. 

Terre Haute has a land area of 5,008 acres and a water area of 460 acres. 
مې‎ 
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OHIO STREET, FROM SECOND, LOOKING EAST, TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA. 


‘Thin Broud Thoroughfare ін а Mognificent Business Street, Alreudy Well Developed as the 
Second in Importince Only to Wabash Avenue. It in u Street to be Proud of. 
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OLD TERRE HAUTE 


The above plat of the original town of Terre Haute was filed for record October 25. 1816 at 
Vincennes, Knox County. Тһе original entry of the land waa made by Joseph КиеһеП, September 18 14, 
ISIB, atthe Cited States land office in Vincennes, Joseph Kitehell later sold hiw interest to Cuthbert uad 
Thomas Hulett. Jonathan Lindley, Hyacinth LaSalle and Abram Markle. Thence men organized the Terie 
Haute Companys. The present location of the town as the County seat was made March 21, ISIS. The or- 
iginal plat from which thin wan drawn in now in the possession of the Wiilinm Markle family, at tho old 
Markle Homestend. 
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4 v 1866 it had become so dilapidated that offices and records were removed | Visitors. At 10 o'clock the eor- 
o a new building at the northeast corner of Third and Ohio streets, This building — c. monies began in the Superior 
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clock atop the dome, in which 
it was expressly provided that 
the song should be the Fran. 
cis Vigo тетогіа bell. 

Col. Vigo's wii! in 1534 pro- -~ 
vided that when ni: estate re- 
ceived from Соп .^ = money 
whieh he had 1031167 ле gov- 
erament at the time o George 
Rogers Clark's 0 adition 

500 should be given do M 
County for the puc hase о 2 
courthouse bell in recognition 
of the naming of : aunty 
tor him. 

This money, wnn other 
funds was used, the bell pur- 
cehssoc and appropricicly in- 
sembeu and still Пат in the 
«ome today. 

At the lime c eompi on of 
the building the 7۰ 
ers were Louis С. Weeks. J. F. 

“inser and Stanley Robbins. 
‘hese men, ai a meeting held 

May 17, 1888. set aside June 
1. 1858, as the day for a public 
dedication of the new court- 
house naming v following 
committce to tase charge of 
the affair: Frank McKeen, 
с. к. Putnam, Philip Schloss, 
John F. Royse and D. W. 
Henry. They specified that the 
dedication exercises should be 
at no cost to the county. 
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Terre Haute, Ind., Fliday, November 13, 1959. | 


ACTION ON SCHOO 


| 
| 


Шы Countrymen 4! 
ounfers Trouble 


. 


2/21, 


Еа 


« 
ما 
27 


зандан (4 


! 
[ 


The Weather 


"5: Enemies of Nation | 4 
‘Attacked in Speech j ags 


| By ROBERT BERRELLEZ || B / 
> Waves Nee 80 HAVANA, Nov. 13.—(4)-—Looking grim and haggard E 
ول یا‎ t Mase fy; Prime Minister Fidel Castro told the Cuban people early |: {+ 
River stage, 2.6 ft. falling | today that his revolution faces difficult days. 
LOCAL CONDITIONS | ‘Castro took only a sideswipe at the United State 2 
ewan temperare ын aight’ у pes: | usually his favorite target—but lashed out in a three-hopr | 
ipitation, 101 inch Бих telecast at his enemies at home and called them “hypro- / 
FORECAST crites who once posed as friends of the revolution." ; 
eer and tiger үм که‎ тет. Ка! are going to abandon the | 2 
lurries. Saturday cloudy and colder ship when things get rougher,” | / 7 


, 
шог توت په‎ ерт, ihe bod Өлен the | India Assur ed | : 
bw 30s, | mind me о ay | ү : 

MANA,  0هههس rain north | revolution when тапу gave up SYMBOLIC ОҒ; THE AIR AGE is this F84F jet fighter which now reposes on the lawn of the‏ ړل 


e 
reme south this afternoon. changing | the fight.” | 0 ІП | courthouse following its presentation to the city and county by the Indiana Air National Guard 17/ 
AGA fires add | He predicted that the revolu-; "o 1 0 | unit here. At the ceremonies, during which Ма), George Myers, IANG base commander, present- 1 


hin or drizzle tonight ‘tion would march on even if its | 5 | ed the aircraft to the community for public display were, from left: Maj, John Taylor, 6 ! 
ILLINOIS Harerdous driving жаға. | enemies "try to mobilize God | . ! maintenance officer; Maj. Myers, Joseph Silcock and Harry Р. Brentlinger Jr. Vigo county 
f, northwest portion. Snow mixed | against us." 656 СШ 6 | 


5 
2 
2 
5 
з 
2 
8 
7 
3 
a 
1 
7 
2 
: 
в 
» 
۰ 
E 
5 


5 А commissioners; Herbert Е. Gerdink, judge advocate of Fort Harrison American Legion Post 40, 
Ranging to snow south tonight. ایو‎ This won't work.” Castro said, 
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ROB e ith scattered snow | "because one cannot have a good]. VOS 4. 
ou 


ons. Low tonight ranging trent Per- | idea of God if he doesn't have а! 


! 
| northwest to the 30s south. notion of what it is to love his| By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER | 


ын, е | e e 
motperatere street thermometer, ام‎ 77 : „| WASHINGTON, Nov. 13--85- Nix n V t St | Labor Rackets 
دوت‎ | Shows Weariness. The United States swiftly assured | 0 151 5 0 бі 
—— | Obviously weary from his hours India of its moral backing пан 


T E | E. 
222% | of directing the search for Мај. |. : : е С / 
Drivin U Stat Camilo Cienfuegos, his missing in 2% border "Dispute ина Ве n M | | 4 ( 0g omes Pry ХАД 
e | army chief, Castro showed only|China. India says the Chinese | OW 
| occasional flashes of his usual|forcibly seized some of her ter- 1 | ۴ FBI Ranks 
өвс Ноп! 


lena | fire and spirit. At times his cus-| ritory. Эр | 
(e y tomarily free-flowing oratory |, Secretary of State Christian A By EUGEN J. CADOU 
| . INDIANAPOLIS, Nov. 13.-4--Үїсе President Richard. - س‎ 


سم پس ee‏ 


a 


lapsed as if he was grasping for| Herter, who first told a news сор- 
а word. Bags under his eyes were! ference this country was taking 
.clearly.. visible... 3, | no: sides ۳ jecned د‎ 1 ! х 


three months under | 
А 1 Ж. 


Court еш (М-С) 


Ts AUG 2 6 1984 


"ووه ИЯ‏ ت مو ақысы ЭГ Жа лак.‏ اع نت ووسر ت 
Innerworkings: Lewis applies studied knowledge to repairing clock.‏ 


electric and key-wound, weight-driven and very 
old ones with wooden parts. He also stocks some 
clocks, such as nine grandfather and 
grandmother ones. 

The difference between a grandfather and 
grandmother clock, he said, is that the tall 
clocks with smaller pendulums and sometimes 
smaller cases are called grandmother clocks. 

In his shop, he has a replica of a Flying 
Pendulum Clock. This one, made in 1883, is now 
called а Crazy Clock. He says it is just a novelty 
and doesn't keep correct time. 

Not only do Lewis and his wife, to whom uc 
taught clock repair, fix and sell clocks but they 
also stock battery units, battery chimes, Arabic 
and Roman numerals for those who wish to 
make their own clocks. ы 

Не also has antique clocks, such as an 1881 
Ansonia, and several cuckoo clocks. 

Lewis was an А & P meatcutter for eight 
years. After four operations for a back injury, 
he was no longer able to handle that work. 
During his convalescence, he became interested 
in clocks, and Clarence Hood of Hood's Watch 
Shop helped train DIT" LN clocks. He spent 

Hood's tutelage. 
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the town against the extra expense, but the 
county council finally ordered the dome. 
Because the county was named for Col. 
Francis Vigo, who as a spy and financial backer 
for George Rogers Clark and aided in the 
capture of Fort Sackville (Vincennes), Vigo left 
$500 in his will to be spent on the bell for the 
courthouse. He had lent Clark $11,000 and it 
was not until 40 years after his death, as a 
pauper in 1836,. that the United States 
Government awarded the money to his heirs. 


Today's event will be in celebration of the 
100th anniversary of the laying of the 
courthouse cornerstone on Aug. 28, 1884. The 
bell was purchased Jan. 29, 1879, and it is 
assumed that the clock was bought at the same 


time; both were installed Aug. 13, 1887. The _ 


cost was $2,500 with the commissioners 
allotting all but the $500 left by Vigo. The bell 
was called the “Liberty Bell of the Northwest 
Territory.” Construction on the building was 
started in 1881 and was completed and 
dedicated June 7, 1889. 

Lewis, who has been in the clock business for 
the past 10 years, repairs all kinds of clocks — 
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The courthouse clock 
Loca] repairman making it tick again 


By Frances Hughes >, 
Special to Тһе Tribune-Sta 9, 


In preparation for the centenniWéecelebration 
of the Vigo County Courthouse, 58 ѕогеа by 


the Vigo County Historical Society, фо be 


| observed today, the courthouse 13858 66 


up this week by the maintenance crew. 

Included in that process — high above the 
ground — has been repair work on the big clock 
in the соте done by Earl Richard “Dick” Lewis, 
who with his wife, Maxine, has the Lewis Clock 
Shop at 2419 Buckeye St. 

Because of worn bushings and a bent shaft, 
the big clock has not been striking right for 
several weeks. Courthouse maintenance 
workers, who take very good care of the clock, 
had previously tried to repair the shaft. 

This is the second time Lewis has worked on 
the clock. The other time was about a year and 
a half ago when a sheared pin caused trouble. 

It is not a simple matter to repair the clock. 
Just to get to it, Lewis had to take the elevator 
to the fifth floor and then walk up three flights 
“Of steep stairs to the dome. But.to go to the тор 
of the dome one must also ascend three more 
flights of steep steps, 

For many years the clock has been electrically 
wound, but there were many years when it was 
wound by hand. At one time, Richard Earl had 
this chore of climbing those steps once a week 
to wind the eight-day clock. 

The clock is in a wooden enclosure and plastic 
covers its hands on the outside to keep the 
pigeons out. There is a rack on the side of the 
clock, triggered by a pinwheel. A pickup wheel 
then picks up the rack to cause the hammer to 
hit the bell the correct number of times. The bell 
tolls the hours and has one long toll between 
hours for the half hours. 

Although much has been written about the 
bell and its history, little has been said about 
the clock, which was made by E. Howard and , 
Co. of Boston, Mass. Both were installed at the 
same time on Aug. 13, 1887. The bell hangs 
below the clock and weighs more than two tons. 
The one-story-high shaft on the pendulum also 
hangs below the clock. . 

When the courthouse was designed, the dome 
was part of the plans. It was to be built just to 
house the clock and bell and was to cost an 
additional $50,000. There was much feeling in 
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Courthouse Elevator 


То Be Inspected 4 After 
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Webster who suffered a cut hand in an 
attempt to free Hargett. 

The injured were treated and re- 
leased from Regional Hospital. 

County commissioners ordered the 
elevator closed pending the state in- 
spection Thursday. 

The elevator was returned to 
operation late Tuesday after being 
out of service for two weeks because 
of a burned-out motor. 

Hargett was returned to Indiana 
only Tuesday from Illinois where he 
was arrested by Webster on a bench 
warrant that had been outstanding 
since last June. The warrant was 
issued when Hargett failed to appear 
in court on a theft charge for an 
incident that occured in March 1979 at 
Tri-Industries. 

Following the accident, Circuit 
Court Judge Hugh D. McQuillan set 
Hargett's bond at $25,000 and con- 
tinued the case to April 7. 


Prisoners, D 


An inspection will be made d 
day of the Vigo County Courthouse 
١ elevator by the Indiana Bureau of 
Elevator Safety following an accident 
Wednesday morning in which three 
persons were injured. 


According to reports, two Vigo 
County sheriff's deputies were escort- 
ing a group of jail inmates to Vigo 
Circuit Court. When the elevator 
Stopped on the third floor of the 
courthouse, one of the deputies 
stepped off and an inmate, James 
Hargett, 33, Harrisburg, Ш., who was 
chained to other inmates, also 
stepped off when the elevator doors 
closed and the car began ascending 
pulling Hargett up with it. 


The chain broke, but Hargett sut- 
fered an arm injury. Another inmate 
who was chained next to Hargett and 
who was in the elevator, also was 
injured, as was Deputy Ernie 


Vige County Public Library 
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Push the 'stop' button: én elevator 


in the "komm APR fuse 


The elevator proposal of the com- 
missioners not only would fritter away 
money better spent elsewhere, it would 
compound the problem in the courts. It 
would, for instance, cut through and 
eliminate the waiting room in Superior 
Court Division 2 and could, by running 
inside the wall directly behind the 
bench in County Court Division 5 
courtroom, also be expected to create 
some noise distraction in that busy 
courtroom. 

If the commissioners want to recom- 
mend spending money to the county 
council, we would suggest improving 
the court situation. If that isn't to be, 
there are many other better uses for 
$142,091 — such as improving the 
ramshackle roads in the county, or 
hiring kids to clean. up our litter 
problem, or buying snow-plowing 
equipment so that roads can be cleared 
as they weren't this past winter, or 
hiring some better people to run the 
county's regularly botched election 
vote-counting system. 

We recommend the county council 
reject the commissioner's proposal and 
use our money for a truly needed 
purpose. 


If the Vigo County Commissioners 
have $142,091 they don't know what to 
do with, we can give them many 
suggestions better than their pishposh 
proposal to put another elevator in the 
courthouse. 

The commissioners claim another 
elevator is needed because the present 
lift has been getting increased use, but 
Circuit Court Judge Robert Howard 
Brown said in the 35 years he has 
worked in the courthouse he has never 
had to wait because of an overcrowded 
elevator. 

If there is increased use of the 
elevator, perhaps it is all the more 
reason for the commissioners to con- 
sider a major reshuffling inside the 
courthouse. Some of the heavy-traffic 
areas upstairs might be moved 
downstairs and those least-used by the 
public might be moved upstairs, 
thereby obviating the need for another 
elevator. Such a reorganization might 
also afford the courts system the 
increased and improved space so badly 
and obviously needed. We have written 
here before about the shoddy condition 
of the courts’ quarters in Vigo County, 
arguing for a new courthouse or a 
massive restructuring of the quarters 
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Eleva ator "plan 


кр сөс 


gets opposition 


prompted county officials to un- 
Blake а study for installing a new 
elevator. 

But Brown, whose court is оп the 
third floor, said in his 35 years of 
working in the courthouse, “I have 
never had to wait on an elevator 
because it was crowded." He sug- 
gested, “It would appear to me that 
a new elevator in the old shaft 
would be superior.” 

Brown added that he only 
became aware of overtures ٥ 
install a new elevator when he 
learned two weeks ago that 
workers were taking measure- 
ments of the shaft in McCrory’s 
reception area. 

The Vigo County Council ap- 
propriated $10,000 in 1984 to 
conduct a preliminary engineering 
study to determine the cost of 
installing elevators in the 
courthouse and in the two-story 
Vigo County Home. Results of that 
study, made by C.H. Garmong & 
Son Inc., 1000. S. 14th St., were 
announced last week. Total cost for 
both elevators would be $255,000. 

No claim has been submitted to 
the county auditor's office for 
payment on the engineering plan. 

An April 1 bid-l-tting is 
scheduled on the courthouse 
elevator, Diehl said, and then the 
County Council will be faced with 
deciding whether to appropriate 
funds for installing the elevators. 
Adams said the County Council 
ال‎ likely be asked during a 

ular May council meeting. 
ЁС ve been getting a lot of heat 
on this for the last two weeks," 
Diehl acknowledged. 


(Commun! 


use 


By Joe Baker 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


A plan to install a separate 
$180,000 elevator in the Vigo 
County ыш тыз has been met 

1 n by three 
calf A officials, county Com- 
missioner John А. Scott “Said 


Opposing the installation are 
Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown, 
Superior Court 2 Judge Charles K. 
McCrory and Clerk Ruel F. Burns 
Jr., Scott said during a Kiwanis 
Club luncheon address. 

One basis of the opposition is 
that installing a new elevator 
would further aggravate a space 
shortage in the five-story building, 
said Brown, who also is the 
county’s chief judge 

Two elevator s айв were built 
into the nearly 100-year-old 
courthouse but only one has been 
used. The unused shaft, where the 
new elevator would be installed, 
begins in the courthouse's first 
floor behind the bench of Division 
5 Judge Dexter L. Bolin, passes 
through the clerk's office on the 
second floor and through McCrory's 
outer-office reception area on the 
third floor, Brown said. 

Commissioner President P. 
James Diehl said igni standing 
complaints of court 

employees and P s have been 
the long wait in getting access to 
ithe elevator. 

Commissioner James E. Adams 
said increased courthouse use 
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NEW LOCATION FOR MEMORIAL—This historic monument, which once 
occupied the northeast corner of Fifth Street and Wabash Avenue, has been 
moved to an area between the Vigo County Courthouse and Terre Haute City 
Hail. The water fountain was erected in the early 1900s in honor of Claude 
L. Herbert, a Spanish-American War veteran. Herbert lost his life in the 
tragic Науепв & Geddes fire at Fifth and Wabash. 

(Staff Photo: Bill Williams) 
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The relocation ot a historical water tountain may 
reach a final resolution soon. 

At least members of the Vigo County Historical 
Society are satisfied the nroblem has been re- 
solved. 

A water fountain сотшпеглогайпй the late 
Claude L. Herbert, a Spanish-American war 
veteran who died saving children's lives in a 
department store fire before the turn of the 
century, was recently moved to a site between Citv 
Hall and the Courthouse. 

The move was necessitated by curb repair at the 
Fifth and Wabash site where the fountain once 
stood and the site of the fire in which Herbert was 
killed. 

The historical society endorsed the new location 
in a meeting last week, but is also aware some 
persons may be dissatisfied the fountain has been 
rernoved from its original location. 

However, the fountain һаз been struck by horse 
and buggies. Model Ts and late model cars at its old 
location, according to society secretary Dorothy J. 
Clark, and its new site is much safer. 

Tlie fountain was moved by the city to the ٧ 
site and is reportedly will be usable in the near 
future. 
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Memorial Water 
Fountain Moved 


8 APR 2 3 0 


The historic water fountain іп honor of the late 
Claude L. Herbert, a Spanish-American War 
veteran, has been moved by the city from its 
location on North Fifth Street to another location 
between City Hall and the Courthouse because of 
curb repair at Fifth and Wabash streets. 

According to Mrs. Dorothy Clark, secretary of 
the Vigo County Historical Society, Herbert lost his 
life not in the war but in his role as Santa Claus one 
Christmas. At that time there was a store at Fifth 
Street and Wabash Avenue which caught fire and 
Herbert died trying to save not only the children 
but adults who were in the building. He succeeded 
in saving all the children and some adults but lost 
his own life in the effort. 

The fountain was placed at the store site in the 
early 1900s and the location was such that the 
fountain was hit by runaway horses and buggies at 
first and then automobiles. The veterans' organiza- 
tion turned the care of the fountain over to the city, 
Mrs. Clark explained. 

She said the Historical Society was asked to take 
a stand on the location change and the board of 
directors discussed the matter at its recent meet- 
ing. The board, Mrs. Clark said, believes the 
fountain is properly taken care of, it is in a 
protected location and is decorative and the plaque 
on the fountain will explain its significance and 
history. The fountain also will be usable and the 
water was ready to be turned on, she added. 

The board noted also a-great deal of time and tax 
money had been spent in moving the fountain to its 
present location and the board was satisfied for it 
to remain where it now is. The board believes the 
community will finds the fountain's present loca- 
tion "eminently suitable," Mrs. Clark said. 
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Cn JUN 1980 
To The Editor: 

Hasn't anybody noticed that the 
Charles L. Herbert monument has been 
moved to city hall. | haven't seen any re- 
ports int he newspapers or TV about it. 

The monument used to stand at the 
northeast corner of Fifth and Wabash. 
Nobody seemed to notice it until the 1975 
fire which destroyed the Erwin building. 

The monument was erected in memory 
of Herbert who lost his life trying to save 
people in a fire before the turn of the cen- 
tury in the same building. The stone 
monument even had a fountain. 

It just seems strange to me to move a 
monument. Shouldn't the monument mark 
the spot where Herbert died? What is the 
reasoning behind moving it to City Hall 
near the fountain? The only good the 
move seems to accomplish is to give 
courthouse pigeons another place to 
land. ١ don't believe the fountain is 
hooked ир, either. 

| would like to see some reporting done 
on this. 

Pearl Ray 


A Biker 


Mayor Chalos replies: He is puzzled that all 
the people concerned about the Herbert monu- 
ment did not show their concern before the 
stone foundation was moved in March. He said 
the city moved it for "safekeeping" since cars 
and trucks rounding the corner of Fifth and 
Wabash sometimes struck the monument. It 
was lying on its side several times. The foun- 
tain's plumbing was often in disrepair. "Nobody 
Said a word about it until we moved it." He 
hopes some concerned individuals will come 
forward with the ideas or money to restore the . 


monument to its former prominence. As for the 
location of the monument he will gladly bow to 
the wishes of the people. 
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inal record of birth is recorded 
ün the county and affidavits for 
Ei ia tiie a record of birth. | 
| Welch said that the accuracy 
lof information in the division is 


and completeness of the 


| curacy 
facts stated in regard to each 
vital event as reported by physi- 
cians, coroners, funeral direc- 
itors and hospitals. Forms are 
idistributed on request to each 
jsource and the Vigo County Sher-| 
ғ Department helps maintain) 
a 24-hour, 7-day-week service 
for the securement of Burial 
Transit Permits and Provisional, 
Certificates of Death by funeral 
directors whenever they are 
needed, according to Welch. | | 

He also reported that statisti-) 
leal data from this jurisdiction is 
sent to the Indiana State Board 
of Health each month where it 


سرد 
»1 
poe‏ 


| program planning on both the 
state and local levels. Much of 
the data is forwarded to the; 


ucation and Welfare in Washing- 
ton, D, C., as part of the national 


of federal public health pro- 
grams. | 

Statistics released from 1968) 
| show that 1,956 legitimate births 
and 206 illegitimate births were 
recorded in the county last year. 
A total of 155 affidavits of 
amendment were processed with 
547 adoption forms and 56 parent- 
age forms during the year. A 
total of 1.543 deaths were re- 
| corded during the year. 

Welch said that vital statistics 
are valuable as a current meas- 
urement of achievement іп hu- 
[man happiness and welfare, and 
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| directly proportionate to the ac- 


| U. S. Department of Health, Ed-, 


|health statistics for the planning 
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Vital Records 
In 7th St. Annex 
To Courthouse 


Paul Welch, | administrator 
of the Vigo County Health De- 
partment, reminded Vigo Coun- 
іу residents Sunday that the 
Vital Records Division of the 
health department is located 
in the Courthouse Annex. 120 
S. 7th St. in room 122, rather 
than in the main courthouse. 

The division office is open 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday for those wish- 
ing to obtain birth and death 
certificates, Welch said that 


ner tari CHatgé. for the je compiled annually for use in. 


certificates unless needed to 
establish dependency for the 
U. S. military, to establish age 
and dependence for pension or| 
disability benefits (rom the 
armed forces or ío secure а 
work permit for students. 
Certificates may also be ob- 
tained by mail, according to 
Welch, by giving the following 
‘information in the letter. 
| For birth certificates, the 
‘following information must be 
‘supplied: The name of the per- 
son for which the certificate 
is being requested; the date 
and place of birth for thal per- 
son; the full name of the fa- 
ther and the full maiden name 
of the mother. For death cer- 
tificates, applications must 
have the name of the deceased 
and .the date and place of 
death. The same fee applies 


for certificates orderd by mail. f hance ea ement during 


our own foreseeable future and 
that of generations to соте. “Н 
is important that vital statistics 
are analyzed for use in planning 
and. implementation of public 
health programs,” said Welch. 
He said the process of compil- 
ing vital statistics has been most 
appropriately referred to as “the 
Bookkeeping of Humanity." 
EE a m 


Welch said, and requested -that 
ап checks be made payable 
to the Vigo County Health De- 
partment. 

| Also available at the vital 
records section are affidavits 
ko amend incomplete or incor- 
rect records, applications for 
lestablishing a delayed regis-| 
tration of birth when no orig-i 
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ШЕТІ 
Of Court House! 
Annex Building 


| The status of a new heating 
‘plant for the Vigo County Court 
; House Annex remained up in the! 
lair Tuesday, as Vigo County| 
;Commissioners requested that, 
la city building inspector check | 
{һе building immediately to 
‘verify a report from a local 

‘contractor that it was in such: 
bad shape that it should be, 

| condemned. 

A legal advertisement ар- | 
| реагей in the TRIBUNE Oct. 

12, seeking bids to be received! 
until Monday, Oct. 29, for the, 
work. The commissioners have) 
appropriated about $60,000 for! 
the project. 

But if inspection reveals that 
a new building and a new boiler 
system are required, then speci-| 
fications will have to be written, 
and bids advertised again. 

The commissioners hope toj 
get the inspection verdict some! 
time Tuesday afternoon and wil] 
then plan the next step to geti 
the new heating system. 
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home of WTHI radio at 120 S. 7th St. 5 
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OPENS COURTHOUS ANNEX—Anton ЖШ: їг, ferre Наше industrialist and sports- 
тап, snips the ribbon at the formal opening of the Vigo County Court House Annex, 120 S. 
"th St, Wednesday. The building was donated by the Hulman Foundation to the county, 
and will house the Department. of Health and the Area Planning Department. Shown from 
left in the front row are John Brentlinger, county councilman: Harry Brentlinger. county 
commissioner; Hulman, Kermit Nees, county commissioner. and Dr. Paul Siebenmorgen, | 


Кюй 91404 (ипо) 031 
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president of the county health board. Inthe second row are William Diehl county council- 
man: James Sullivan, Dr. B. F. Duckwall, health officer, and Winton Jones. health board 
member. In the third.row are Roger Mansard, healttiapoard лааг, ац Welch, adminis- 
trative assistant to Dr. Duckwall, and L. Robert Mann, executive director of the area plan- 
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DEDICATION CEREMONY 


WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 9, 1968 

NEWLY REMODELED COURTHOUSE ANNEX BUILDING 

120 SOUTH SEVENTH STREET , TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 
GENEROUS GIFT TO VIGO COUNTY BY ANTON HULMAN, JR. 
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the ү pláque САР А, to the 
Historical Society by David Fels- 
tein of Hillman Jewelers. Hillman's 
gift also recognizes the 50th an- 
niversary of its business, a shared 
celebration with the courthouse 
centennial. 


- 62815 
Brie НЭЭН marked an of- 

ficial finale Thursday to a celebra- 

tion of the Vigo County Courthouse 

‘Centennial. 

- A commemorative plaque was 

formally presented to the County 


Commissioners by the Vigo County / 


Historical Society. 

22 The plaque, inscribed with the 
centennial seal, lists local citizens, 
civic organizations and businesses 


whose contributions helped finance ۷ 3 
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Vigo Count 


last summer's Centennial Celebra- f 


tion. T 


^ A NIE $ SEP 6 1984 Tribune-Star 
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Paul Allemier, vice president of Valley came at last month's courthouse centennial 


баға LR Bs CA n celebration. The bank also provided 20 flags 


Councilman John Walsh. The presentation to North Vigo High School's Liberty Belles. 
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Taking a look back at the styles of the late Clare, Luke Dever and David Sullivan put on 
1900's Nelson Markle, Sam Hulbert, Anita authentic clothes for the recent centennial 
Taylor, Darlene Norman, Kathy Jarrett, Mona celebration for the Vigo County Courthouse. 
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back i 117 time He ; 


various committees and 250 to 300 
were performing. 

The committee began work in 
February, with early plans 
formulated almost a year ago. The 
steering committee was organized 
around Thanksgiving. 

Also attending were three direct 
descendants of two of the 1884 
commissioners. 

Mary Ann Miller Sheets, St. 
Louis, Mo., great-granddaughter of 
John F. Roedel, was there. “I think 
it's absolutely marvelous,” she said 
of the grand event. 

Also present were relatives of 
1884 Commissioner Martin K. Lee 
— grandson Robert E. Lee and 
great-grandson Floyd Martin Lee. 

"I thought it was wonderful my 
father was able to be here," said 
Floyd Martin Lee, who lives near 
Farmersburg. “It’s wonderful to be 
included." 

The elder Lee thought the whole 
thing was "great." 

Harry Frey, president of the Vigo 
County Historical Society, praised 
all those who worked so hard on 
the event. “АП did a great job. We 
need more of this type of thing," 
Frey said. 


_ See related pictures, Раде АЗ. — 


the steering committee for the 
courthouse centennial, estimated 
about 2,500 persons attended the 
event. “I thought it was tremen- 
dous, she said of the day's 
festivities. "It's the first time Гое 
seen such a variety of people." 

Current city, county, state of- 
ficials and Кер. John Myers 
participated in the event, wearing 
top hats and swallow- tailed coats 
and carrying canes. All were seated 
in the grandstand for the “ге- 
dedication" ceremony. 

The highlight of the event oc- 
curred at the ceremony's finale as 
the Terre Haute North Vigo High 
School band played Stars and 
Stripes forever. American flags 
blew in the wind, balloons were 
released to the skies, and cannon 
fire resounded in the: background. 

"Its great to have. all of the 
community get behind it,” said Sen. 
Daniel W. Voorhees, more common- 
ly known to modern- day folk as 
Charles Shutt. "Just look around. 
We did well today." 

Shutt serves on the board of the 
Vigo County Historical Society. 

large-scale community effort 
went into the courthouse centen- 
nial program, said Sacopulos. 

She said 170 persons were work- 
ing nre 260 had rad on 
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By Sue Loughlin 
Tribune- Star Staff Reporter 


It "die step back in time 
Sunday (77544 for those who 
frequented the grounds of the Vigo 
County Courthouse. 

Men were dressed in top hats 
and bow ties, women n long gowns 


and. fancy "hats. Sen. Daniel 
Voorhe s brought back to life 
to imd ation rededicating the 
laying | 0 the courthouse сог- 


nerstone. Inside the courthouse, 
Vigo Co County Circuit Judge William 
Mack (Robert Howard Brown) 
ا‎ Дан woman was tried for 
concealed weapon. 

EC uc Rn clowns, can-can 
dancers and magicians added to 
the festive atmosphere. 

The event, of course, was the 
100th anniversary of the laying of 
the cornerstone for the courthouse. 
The much-planned event included 
a street fair, entertainment, food 
and a re-enactment of the original 
dedication ceremonies. 

"Its a wonderful crowd on a 
beautiful day," said Joy Sacopulos, 
chairman of the street fair steering 
committee. 4 

Darlene Norman, . chairman of 
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| Two 1880s invitations | 


Pen we e Courthouse's 100th 2 4 
anniversary, two items of in- Historical treasure 


terest are displayed at the 
' Historical Museum of the of the week 


. Wabash Valley related directly 

' to this historical heritage. 

, First, the invitation to the laying of the corner: 

' at 2 p.m. Aug. 28, 1884. The program was in ch 
order chapters in ‘the county, as was the custom t 

: decades following. 

. . This invitation listed John W. Wilson, John Е. Roe 

: K. Lee as commissioners. Masonic Worshipful Masters 

ceremony were Thomas B. Long, James K. Allen and Аш Busch. 

' County auditor was Andrew Grimes. 


of the Masonic 
and for many 


Structure, at 10 a.m. June 7, 1888, almost four years after the laying‏ ؛ 
of the cornerstone. D.W. Henry was secretary, and І.С. Kolsem,‏ ' 
chairman of the invitation committee. County commissioners then‏ 
were Asa M. Black, Levi W. Dickerson and Sanford S. Henderson.‏ ; 
The finance committee, as there was ап open house and reception‏ ' 
following, were A.B. Mewhinney, Joseph Н. Briggs and К.Е.‏ | 
ı Benjamin.‏ 
г embers of the committee were Herman Hulman, John Cleary,‏ 
١ John C. Warren, H.W. Curry, James Cox, Frank Tuttle, Frank‏ 
Armstrong, Judge Thomas B. Long, Sheriff Weeks, John F. Roedel,‏ ‚ 
D.W. Henry, John DeBaum, Martin K. Lee, Levi W. Hammerly, John‏ 
Heinl, John Moorhead, John L. Patterson, S.R. Hamill, James C.‏ . 
Piet ty, F.C. Danaldson, В.Е. Rohads, S.C. Stimson, S.B. Davis, John‏ | 
1Шагав, John T. Scott, Hon. William Mack, Andrew Grimes and‏ | 
LN. Pierce. The music committee was E.V. Debs, W.H. Albrecht,‏ 
Charles Bauer, Dan Davis апа George E. Farrington.‏ ; 
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Time buried 


it Affairs File 


MONA CLARE 
Chairwoman of ceremony 


Frey, president of the Vigo 
County Historical Society, to the 
crowd that had gathered in the 
courthouse. 

Clare said she was glad two 
time capsules were made. “We 
were offered two which made for 
а good separation of our 
materials,” she explained. 

Atime capsule placed into the 
cornerstone of the building 100 
years ago remains unopened. 

“We couldn’t have taken out 
the cornerstone because the 
courthouse would have fallen 
down,” said „Clare. There's no 
certainty the two new time 
capsules will be opened in 100 
years. 

“Who knows. They could tear 
down the courthouse in 50 
years,” Clare said. 

Frey said the historical socie- 
ty will see to it that notes are 
left describing the two newer 
time capsules and their con- 
tents. 


fashioned the 


in courthouse 


Ts AUG 2 


By Dave Delaney 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Two time capsules were 
buried on the first floor of the 
Vigo County courthouse Tues- 
day afternoon. 

The burial was the final event 
of the courthouse centennial, 
marking the completion of the 
courthouse in August 1884. The 
capsules were placed into an 
unpainted wooden box next to 
the hallway wall to be covered 
with cement later in the day. 

“Our hope is that those who 
open this time capsule will find 
it interesting and educational,” 
said Mona Clare, chairman of 
the ceremony committee of the 
Vigo County Historical Society. 

One capsule was box-like and 
contained a city directory, Aug. 
26 and 27 editions of The 
Tribune-Star, a Sears catalog, 
30 stamps commemorating the 
Olympic Games, Terre Haute 
Area Chamber of Commerce 
brochures, copies of recent Time 
magazines, two copies of the 
Centennial Expressed and other 
items. 

The other capsule was a 
52-inch, rocket-shaped vessel 
containing Michael Jackson 
tapes, a General Houseware pie 
tin, Valley Federal T-shirt, a 
WTHI video tape of the centen- 
nial celebration and other arti- 
cles. 

Local entrepeneur Christoper 
Fitzgerald made the box-like 
capsule, while Plumbers and 
Steam Fitters Local 157 
members 


rocket-shaped capsule. 
“We should commemorate our 
seid Harry 


history like this,” 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


"Community Affairs File 


Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 
Неаму time: Workers move capsule-to final resting place 


Vigo County Public Library TIME CAPSULES Community Affairs File: 


One container was designed by Christopher Fitzgerald of Neoteric USA, Manu- 
facturers of Hovercraft. It is fabricated of rigid EVC foam and hand-laid 
fiberglass chop mat impregnated with polyester resin overlaid with polyester 
filler, and finally painted with acrylic enamel undercoat. This type construc- 
tion is called fiberglass composite construction. It is extremely light weight 
and durable. The dimensions are 16" X 18" X 8" deep. 


This container contains the R.L. Polk Terre Haute City Directory 

Terre Haute Tribune-Star papers of August 26 and 27 

Macksville Gazette 

Copy of the original 1984 invitation to the Courthouse cornerstone ceremony 

Materials and brochures from the Terre Haute Area Chamber of Commerce in- 
cluding information about Rose Hulman, St. Mary-of-the-Woods, Indiana 
State University, A Visitors Guide to Vigo County, Vigo County Festivals, 
parks and school programs 

A postal service stamp collecting kit of 30 stamps commemorating the 1984 
summer olympic games and a first day issue and cover of the Horace Moses 
stamp issued at Bloomington, plus a Fairbanks Park cancellation of August 
26 and a 28 cent airmail olympic stamp. 

Three (3) issues of "Time" magazine covering the USA olympic games held in 
Los Angeles 

Vigo County interim report of historic sites and structures 

Four (4) issues of the "Leaves of Thyme" publication of the Vigo County 
Historical Society; also a brochure about the service of the Vigo County 
Museum 

Two (2) copies of the "Centennial Express" which you received at the cele- 
bration 


The other repository is a space rocket designed and constructed by Local 

157 of the Plumbers and Steamfitters Union. It is constructed of 10" stainless 
steel pipe with a nose cone swedged down to 3 inches, painted red, white and 
blue. It rests оп 3 fins. It has a 10 inch flange which has been sealed. Тһе 
overall height is 52 inches. 


In this capsule we placed articles primarily of materials other than paper, and 
which are commemorative of this event. 


1983 coins of each denomination 

А corn cob doll 

A Wabash Valley commemorative penny 

Michael Jackson tape from Columbia House 

Great Scot grocery sack with the Courthouse logo 

General Housewares pie tin with the Courthouse logo 

Valley Federal T-shirt 

Merchants National Bank wooden nickel and balloons 

Terre Haute First National Bank 150th and Courthouse centennial campaign 
buttons 

Vigo County Historical Society Colonial Tankard 

Vigo County Historical Society Coffee Mug 

A WTHI-TV tape of the Courthouse centennial celebration August 26 

50 star flag flown over the capital of the United States 

Tribune-Star paper of this date 
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| Vigo County. s celebrate one century 


0-Baroqüe style, is the third 
courthouse in Vigo County. The 
original dated from 1818 and stood in 
the center of the present Courthouse 
Square. It was razed. 

In 1866, the second courthouse was 
constructed on the northeast corner 
of Third and Ohio streets — where 
the Anderson/Adler law offices now 
stand. The building was demolished 
in 1982. 

Construction began on the present 
building in 1881 and the cornerstone 
was laid about midway in construc- 
tion on Aug. 28, 1884. The building 
contractor was Terre Haute 
Stoneworks Co., a firm which also 
supplied limestone for the Soldiers 
and Sailors monument on Monument 
Circle, Indianapolis. 

The Vigo County Courthouse was 
completed and dedicated June 7, 

1888, at a total cost of $443,000. The 


building underwent a major re- 


modeling in 1957. 

The bell іп іһе courthouse tower 
weighs two tons. Under the terms of 
Francis Vigo's will, $500 was left to 
purchase the bell. The actual 
purchase price was $2,500; county 
commissioners made up difference. 


Courthouse social 


ou 


historic re-enactment will ~ begin 
promptly at 2:30 p.m. with Charles 
Shutt portraying Voorhees. The brief 
ceremony will conclude with the 
burial of a time capsule containing 
current memorabilia. 

The original time capsule is buried 
under the cornerstone — several 
tons of limestone. It will not be 
opened, but a survey of its contents 
will be researched at the Historical 
Museum of the Wabash Valley. 

Festivities also include tours of 
the courthouse conducted by 
members of the Terre Haute Legal 
Secretaries Association in authentic 
1884 costume and a re-enactment of 
an 1884 courtroom drama presided 
over by the Vigo Circuit Judge 
Robert H. Brown. 

An afternoon street fair includes 
entertainments and diversions 
typical of 100 years ago — and all 
free. Available for purchase will be 
summer food favorites of 
yesteryear: hotdogs, lemonade, pop- 
corn, sugar cookies and that new- 

fangled drink of the era, Coca-Cola. 

Actually the current courthouse, 
designed by Cincinnati architect 
Samuel Hannaford in the French 


" 


By Liz Ciancone 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


There's nothing like birthday cake 
with 100 candles if you can be there 


-to enjoy it. 


M Vigo County's Courthouse 1 
icelebrate the 100th anniversary of 


‘the laying of the cornerstone this 


«summer, and everyone is invited to 
the party. 

* Actually, the celebration will be 
‘two days short of the actual birth- 
“дау. Activities are planned from 
»noon to 6 p.m. Aug. 26 on the 
‘Courthouse grounds. Тһе celebra- 
“боп, planned by the Vigo County 
‘Historical Society, is scheduled in 
*lieu of the customary annual fund- 
?raiser. : 

5 One hundred years ago the day 
1 was hot and rainy and ladies in their 
% Orsets swooned as а parade of more 
оў 1,000 participants wound 
{through downtown Terre Haute and 
Sen. Daniel Voorhees delivered а 
2100000008 oration on the history of 
Ere County and the history of the 


эрэн 


ourthouse, then under construction. 
. . This year the parade will be 
shorter and the orations likewise. A 


BIA 
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Vigo County Public Library 


Big courthouse Celebration set 


The tongue-in-cheek 
re-enactment was produced by 
Anita Wells Taylor and writ- 
ten and directed by Linda 
Thursby, drama coach of 
Terre Haute South Vigo High 
School. Included in the cast 
are current Vigo Circuit Judge 
Robert Howard Brown, James 
Walker, Stephen Trueblood, 
Eric Frey, Cassie Deming, 
Michael Kramer, David W. 
Sullivan, Diane Cota Orpurt, 
Helen Kirchner and Alden 
Taylor. 

Performances are at 12:30, 
1:30 and 4:30 p.m. in the third 
floor Vigo Circuit courtroom. 

Meanwhile, throughout the 
afternoon, the Vigo County 
Historical Society will present 
an 1884 street fair. Horses 
and buggies will be parked 
around the courthouse 
grounds. А high wheel 
bicyclist will appear, and a 
variety of entertainment is 
scheduled, including oldtime 
fiddlers, jugglers, barbership 

uartets, choruses and square 
ОМЫН Oldtime favorite 
foods will be available as well. 

The public is invited to 
attend in costume, although 
costumes are not necessary. 


-There will be a costume and 


moustache contest. Souvenirs 
will be available for purchase. 


derer cT 


munity 


Құлы 1 the cornerstone 
٢ two time capsules will 
be buried. Among the items 
placed in the capsules — to be 
opened in 2084 — аге 
metallic, glass, cloth апа 
paper items representing cur- 
rent industries in Vigo Coun- 
iy. 

Beginning at noon, tours of 
the courthouse will be con- 
ducted by the Terre Haute 
Legal Secretaries Association. 
Garbed in 1884 costumes, the 
tour guides will explain the 
history of the building, how it 


has changed over the years 


and what exactly goes on in 
the offices and courts behind 
the limestone walls. Addi- 
tional historical information 
and artifacts will be 
presented. 

Highlighting the afternoon 
celebration will be three 
performances of а тоск 
om trial — 19th cen- 

m style — featuring 

ormances by area resi- 
dents: Entitled “A Damsel's 
Dilemma" (or “Virtue’s Re- 
ward"), the courtroom drama 
is based on a local 1879 case 
in which a woman was ac- 
cused of concealing a weapon 
to protect her brocher and her 
watermelon patch from and 
angry mob. . 


REFERENCE 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 
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‘Re-enactment Cour the or- 
inal cornerstone laying of 
t e Vigo County Courthouse, 
_ an 1884 style street fair and a 
mock courtroom trial 1 
highlight the Courthouse 
Centennial celebration begin- 
ning at 2:15 p.m. Sunday оп 
the courthouse grounds, Third 
and Ohio streets. 
he commemorative 
ceremony, complete with 
courthouse tours and burial of 
two time-capsules, will coin- 
cide with the old time street 
fair featuring food, souvenirs, 
games and music available for 
all ages throughout the after- 
noo 

A all parade will be at 
2:15 p.m. and travel north on 
Harding Street across Ohio to 
the courthouse. The parade 
will include local dignitaries, 
many of them in 1884- style 
costumes. Samuel Hulbert, 
president of Rose-Hulman In- 
stitute of Technology and a 
member of the Vigo County 
Historical Society board of 
directors, will serve as master 
of ceremonies. 

Fellow VCHS board. 
member Charles Shutt will 
portray Sen. Daniel Voorhees 
in delivering a speech similar 
to that of Voorhees when 
unveiling the new facility a 
century ago. 


Community Affairs File 
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Tours of the courthouse will be conducted Ву. 


2 


costumed guides. The building has undergone 
few alterations since its formal opening in 
June 1888. William L. Selm, in a presentation 
last fall to the Sheldon Swope Art Gallery 
Alliance concerning historic preservation in 


the downtown area, noted that the important : 


features of the structure are intact. 

“Тһе most important features of 6 
structure are the dome, the slate-clad mansard 
roof, the columned pavilions, and the classical- 
ly-detailed stone walls," he said. 


Inside stairways have been retained and 


most of the original fireplaces are intact even ' 


пау Rough they are no longer in use. The ceiling ' 


180 County Court No. 5 is original. 
"This raonumental building has undergone 


few alterations," Selm said. '" Three of the four ' 


monumental stone Stairways have been ге- 
moved, leaving only the Third Street entrance 


with stairs. Some of the hall windows have., 


been filled with inappropriate glass blocks.” 
The latter projects were completed in 1957. ` 


рЕГЕТЕМСЕ 


ty Court 


fashioned street fair. The sale of nirs and 
refreshments will benefit the Histor@al Socie- 


Refreshments will parallel the p 
summer treats of 100 years ago. Pop¢é@n, 
lemonade and what was then a new taste 
sensation, hot dogs, are on the anniversary 
menu. 

Celebrants are encouraged to come in 
costume, but it isn't required. A costume 
contest is planned with prizes to be awarded 
to the most authentic. Period costume books 
are available at the Vigo County Public 
Library, and patterns for creating turn-of-the- 


. century clothing are available at the Historical 


Museum of the Wabash Valley. 

The courthouse, designed by architect 
Samuel Hannaford, Cincinnati, is French Neo- 
Baroque in style and makes elaborate use of 
stone decoration. The building measures 226 
feet from north to south and 277 feet from east 


„ to west. The main section of the building rises 


88 feet, with the dome soaring to 196 feet above 
ground level. 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


Vigo County Public Library. 


Vigo Coun 
readies for 10@th birthday 


By Eliz: Elizabeth Стапсөпө н Ж. ге Сїапсопе 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


се Lc Lo m EM Л -П ай. — 1] —.. 2 22 
One hundred years ago come Aug. 26, a 


morning shower dampened the celebration 
attendant upon the laying cf the cornerstone 
for the Vigo County Courthouse. The Vigo 
County Historical Society is hoping for better 
weather and bigger crowds this year for its 
Courthouse Centennial Celebration. 


The celebration will run from noon to 6 p.m. 
around and in the Courthouse. А formal 
ceremony will include burial of a time capsule 
filled with modern memorabilia. The original 
capsule contained in the cornerstone will not 
be recovered and opened,. but a list of its 
contents is known. 


The Historical Society has arranged the 
anniversary gala in lieu of its annua] summer 
fund raiser. Most events are free and open to 
the public — music of yesteryear, special 
performances and contests and an old 
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Tribune-Star/Jim Avelis 


Nears birthday: Vigo County Courthouse celebrates 100 years Aug. 26 


No. 6. VIGO COUNTY COURT HOUSE. 
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мас, СІ АЛЫ DV лпа” 
tion on microfilm roll M1104, 
called the “Guion Miller Rolls 
Index” This is а list of nearly 
46,000 names of eastern 
Cherokees who applied for a 
court-ordered award in 1906. 
This can be checked online at 
waw.archivesgou/research/arc 
/native-americans-guion- 
miller.html. 


member of the Terre Haute 
Maennerchor; a two-dollar note 
issued by Watson & Shannon 
Bank which featured a litho- 
graph of the first Court House; 
a package of personal cards, 
including business cards; and a 
$40 Continental bill issued in 
1778. 

The cornerstone was four 
feet, 10 inches, by three feet, 
four inches, by three feet. It 
weighed nearly five tons. 

The east side of the corner- 
stone was inscribed: 

"Commissioners J. DeBaun, 
ЈЕ Roedel, J.W. Wilson, Martin 
K. Lee. CF. McNutt, Attorney. 
Andrew Green, Auditor. 1884" 

On the north side of the cor- 
nerstone were the following 
inscriptions: 

“Saml. Hannaford, architect. 
Contractors Terre Haute Stone 
Works Co. ~ J.B. Lyne, Presi- 
dent; J.F. Gulick, Secretary and 
Treasurer; E.D. Chadwick, 
Superintendent. This corner- 
stone was laid by Robt. Van 
Valzah, P.G.M. of the Grand 
Lodge of the Free and Accepted 
Masons. Aug. 28, 18847 

Past Grand Master Thomas 
B. Long, judge of the Vigo 
Criminal Court from 1870 to 
1882, introduced the principal 
speaker. 

Sen. Voorhees lauded the 
deeds of many outstanding 
judges and lawyers who served 
in the first courthouse 6 
voices are now silent," includ- 
ing Judges John R. Porter, 
Elisha M. Huntington, John 
Law, Delana Eckels, James 
Hughes and James M. Hanna 
and barristers Edward Allen 
Hannegan, James Whitcomb, 
Joseph Wright, Henry S. Lane, 
Edward W. McGaughey and 
Usher Lindner. 

It was nearly four vears 
before the new courthouse was 
formally opened. 


С 20, 27 jo 2 Soe 


tribe, nis/her enroliment cate- 
gory within the tribe, the cen- 
sus card number, and the roll 
number. The cost of docu- 
ments is $15 

for up to 20 pages. For a 
tutorial on this entire process, 
go to 
wau.archives.gov/genealogy/t 
utorial/dawes/final-rolls.htrml 
at the National Archives Web 


tin H. Rice of the Grand Lodge 
of Indiana adhered to the 
masonic ritual for depositing 
memorials in a 15 by 12 by 12 
inch copper box inserted in a 
cavity of a large stone at the 
northeast corner of the edifice. 
The memorials included 
copies of the daily and weekly 
issues of Terre Haute's seven 
newspapers: The Gazette, The 
Express, The Courier, The Ban- 
ner, The Democrat, The Journal 
and the Saturday Evening Mail. 
Other items placed in the 
copper box included the 
Charles О. Ebel’s 1884 City and 
Vigo County Gazeteer; the cur- 
rent issue of "Firemen's Maga- 
zine,” Eugene V. Debs, editor; 
1884 Indiana State Normal 
Register; a volume of current 
city ordinances; Indiana's 
Revised Statutes 1881-85; a 
member list and by-laws of the 
Terre Haute Turn Verein; a list 
of charter members, officers 
and by-laws of Fort Harrison 
Lodge No. 157 of the Indepen- 
dent Order of Odd Fellows; the 
names of all officers of Vigo 
County from the county's incep- 
tion to date; the names of all 
judges who occupied the bench 
in Vigo County; and the names 
of members of the Vigo County 


ar, 

Also included in the box 
were lists of all city officers, 
members of the common coun- 
cil and the police and fire 
departments; a copy of Terre 
Haute's first daily newspaper 
published May 12, 1851 by 
David 8. Danaldson; the local 
Masonic calendars for 1883 
and 1884 listing past and pres- 
ent officers of city and county 
lodges; а printed invitation to 
the cornerstone laying; a pro- 
gram of the ceremonies associ- 
ated with the cornerstone lay- 
ing, including the order the 
procession and exercises and 
the committees; a list of active 


0, 
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FICEIDECD.. 

After finding a person on 
the index, take down his or 
her census card number (this 
is not the same as the roll 
number). You will need this to 
look up or order further 
records. If you are able to go 
to one of the National 
Archives' regional centers, you 
can look up the information 


Du of the common coun- 
cil. 

The local Masonic division 
of the cavalcade was headed by 
the Ringgold Band under Jacob 
Breinig followed by the Terre 
Haute Commandery No. 16, 
Knights Templar; Humboldt 
Lodge No. 42; Social Lodge No. 
86; and Terre Haute Lodge No. 
19. 


The 
ЎЎ parade' third 
{ and fourth 

f divisions con- 
sisted of 
Masonic 
groups from 

| Riley, Prairi- 
eton and San- 
ford in Vigo 
County; Clay, 
Parke, Vermil- 
"nc lion and Sulli- 
ES > van counties 


MIKE in Indiana 
McCormick and Clark, 
Edgar and 


Coles counties in Illinois. The 
Grand Lodge of the State of 
Indiana and officers and com- 
missioners from Vigo County 
also were part of that section. 

Between 1868, when the 
dilapidated first Vigo County 
Courthouse was removed, and 
1888, Court Square ‘was barren 
of structures. The second coun- 
ty courthouse was situated at 
the northeast corner of Third 
and Ohio streets. 

Before Sen. Voorhees was 
introduced, the Apollo and 
Ringgold bands united to play 
a selection from Giuseppe 
Verdi's lyric opera, “Ernani,” fol- 
lowed by a song by a choir fea- 
turing the local Davis family 
and directed by Carrie B. 
Adams. 

William W. Byers, principal 
of Terre Haute High School. 
was the pianist. 

Grand Master Dr. Robert 
Van Valzah and Treasurer Mar- 


Civilized 111065 Іп Indian ler- 
ritory. (This process was dis- 
cussed last week). Remember 
that the index is arranged by 
tribe, and then by several dif- 
ferent categories within each 
tribe. So you will have to 
check each of the tribal sub- 
divisions if you are using the 
book. Most of the online 
indexes have an “all name” 


Laying the cornerstone for the current Vigo County Courthouse : 


On Aug. 28, 1884 — about 
125 years ago - the corner- 
stone was laid for the current 
Vigo County Courthouse, 
designed by esteemed Cincin- 
nati architect Samuel Han- 
naford. 

The feature speaker of the 
day was U.S. Sen. Daniel W. 
Voorhees of Terre Haute, 
known nationwide as "The Tall 
Sycamore of the Wabash” 

Court Square, at the time, 
was a park surrounded by a 
fence with a gate. On the day 
of the cornerstone laying, the 
gate was locked until a formal 
procession of bands and other 
groups arrived at about 2:15 
pm. 

The parade, which began at 
1:30 p.m, started at Eighth and 
Ohio streets, marched north on 
Eighth Street to Wabash; west 
on Wabash to Second Street; 
south on Second Street to Ohio 
Street and east to the gate to 
Court Square. 

Grand Marshall of the pro- 
cession was Fred A. Ross, Terre 
Haute realtor and future mayor. 
He was assisted by American 
Express agent William H. 
Brown; hardware dealer Hugo 
Duenweg; Dr. George W. 
Ballew, a dentist; Oliver G. 
Glover of the Terre Haute Iron 
& Nail Works; George H. Gre- 

:gory, chief engineer at Fair- 
banks & Duenweg distillery; 
and flour barrel manufacturer 
James Nichols. 

The 0373065 first division 
included a platoon of Terre 
Haute police; the Apollo Band 
led by Joseph S. Toute and 
Thomas M. McKennan; Hager 
Veterans; Thompson Zouaves; 
Knights of Pythias; Occidental 
Literary Society; Brotherhood 
of Locomotive Firemen; Order 
of Retired Railroad Conductors; 
the Terre Haute Maennerchor 
and Turn Verein; Mayor 
William H. Armstrong; and 
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Crowds Swarm New Building 

The formal opening of Vigo 
County's beautiful new court- 
house took place June 7, 1888, 
with a full day of activities. 
Long before the time ап- 


nounced for the opening, 
crowds began pouring into the 
corridors and filling the 


rooms all over the building. 
Crowds of strangers swarmed 
into the building at every en- 
trance. 

Shortly before 10 o'clock the 
Ringgold Band, stationed in 
the center of the lower corri- 
dor, and the Military Band, 
at the south center of the long 


eorridor on the second floor, 
played to entertain the many 
visitors. At 10 o'clock the cer- 
emonies began in the Superior 
Courtroom when Judge Allen 


introduced Col. Richard W. 
Thompson as the first 
speaker. 


Other sneakers were Murray 
Briggs, Dr. Barnabus Hobbs 
of Bloomingdale and Judge 
Long. In the afternoon the 
crowds inspected the hallways 
and other parts of the build- 
ing, and at night there was a 
beautiful pyrotechnic display 
from the roof of the building 
which completed the day’s 
program. 


The 88-year-old courthouse 
has been described as French 


Neo - Baroque, а style very 
popular in the Nineties. This 
style of architecture 15 some- 
times referred to as "Stone 
Quarry Style" because of the 
elaborate use of stone deco- 
ration, ornate columns, over- 
size keystones, etc. The ar- 


chitect’s wash drawing can | 


be seen at the Historical Mu- 
seum, 1411 S. 6th St. 
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Questions about our court house prompt many of the telephon 
1 2 ) e calis that I 
receive at all hours of the day and night from persons 7 ٢۵ about soi his- 


torical subject. 


Vigo county’s first court house was built. sometime after 1818 and befo 
| 5 эг 7 ге 
1823. It stood in the middle of "the public square" in the same location as our 


present courthouse, and was torn down before 1868. 


By 1866 it had become so dilapidated that offices and records were removed 
to a new building at the northeast corner of Third and Ohio streets. This building 
was called the "temporary court house," but it was used from 1866 until 1888 
when the present court house was opened for business. 


nearly five tons. It is in- 


Тһе plans, drawn Бу Cin- | scribed with the names of the 
cinnati architect Samuel Нап. ў commissioners, б. F. McNutt, 


attorney; Andrew Grimes, au- 
ditor; the architect, followed 
by names of the contractors 
and installing officers. 

жж һе building is 226 feet in 
width from north to south, 277 
feet long from east to west, 
and 88 feet high, while from 
the ground to the top of the 
dome the distance is 196 feet. 
The оуег-аП height is approxi- 
mately 284 feet. 
_ The stone used in construct- 
ing the building is Indiana 
limestone from the Stinesville 
quarries, and the total cost of 
the structure was $443,000. 
The architect's fee was fixed 
by the commissioner at 2% 
per cent of the total cost. 

А special order was made by 
by the commissioners for the 
clock atop the dome, in which 
it was expressly provided that 
the gong should be the Fran- 
cis Vigo memorial bell, 

^* *"go's will in 1834 pro- 

at when his estate re- 

from Congress money 
which he had loaned the gov- 
ernment at the time of George 
Rogers  Clark's expedition, 
$500 should be given to Vigo 
County for the purchase of a 
courthouse bell in recognition 
of the naming of the county 
for him. 

This money, with other 
funds, was used, the bell pur- 
chased and appropriately in- 
scribed and still hangs in the 
dome today. 

At the time of completion of 
the building the commission- 
ers were Louis C. Weeks, J. F. 
Ellinger and Stanley Robbins. 
These men, at a meeting held 
May 17, 1888, set aside June 
7, 1888, as the day for a publie 
dedication of the new court- 
house naming the following 
committee io take charge of 
the affair: Frank McKeen, 
C. F. Putnam, Philip Schloss, 
John F. Royse and D. W. 
Henry. They specified that the 
dedication exercises should be 
at no cost to the county. 


Twenty-two years is hardly 
"temporary," and the cen- 
tury-old building is still in top 
condition and : 
owned by 
Benjamin 
Blumberg. 

The me- 
chanics and 
legal work 
preparatory 
to the actual 
construction 

\ of the present 
|! courthouse 
“began in 1881, 
ut the cor- 
ee я DOROTHY J. CLARK 
not laid until 1884, 
_The order for the construc- 
tion of the building was 
passed early in 1884 by John 
F. Roedel, John W. Witson 
and John DeBaun, /” ard 


of County Commissioners. | 


naford, were accepted by the 
Same board and contract and 
subcontracts let; the main 
contract being let to the Terre 
Haute Stone Со. of which 
J. P. Lyne was president, 
J. F. Gulick, secretary and 
ireasurer, and E. D. Chad- 
wick, superintendent, 

The cornerstone, at the 
northeast corner of the build- 
ing, was laid Aug. 14, 1884, 
under auspices of the Ма- 
sonic Íraternity, the chief of- 
116181 being Robert Van Val- 
zah, Grand Master, F&AM. 
Past Grand Master Long and 
Senator Daniel W. Voorhees 
delivered addresses. 

The cornerstone weighed 
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Courthouse 


Returning to а genealogists: 
viewpoint, Mrs. Clark asked,’ 
“Do you know what fouls up! 
«peoples research in this area, 
lin the Wabash Valley?" | 
| Answering her question in the 
„next breath, she said, “For 
imjles around, in all adjoining 
| counties — now think how many 


"Counties adjoin Vigo, and then 
even over into Illinois —they 
came over here to get married. 
And this was like a honeymoon 
trip. 

“But that was an all day jour- 
ney, in some cases, in a horse- 
and-buggy. They came over to 
Terre Haute, got married and 
it wasn’t complete unless you 
climbed up and looked out of 
the (Courthouse) tower, And you 
could. see out all around the 
Wabash Valley. 

“See, that was a big deal. 
That’s why, when you go to look! 
for Grandma and Grandpa’s 
marriage license, you can’t find! 
it where they lived ай their) 
life, because it's over here in| 
Terre Haute. That's just one of 
the things. You have to imagine 
how it was back in those days 
to see why it was such a draw- 
ing card. 

Wouldn't Look 


*And then I think about the 
excursion trains that used (о! 
run into Terre Haute when they 
had these street fairs — and do 
you realize that from the court- 
house lawn they used to build a 
huge platform and have a horse 
jump from that platform into а 
container of water down be- 
low? People came on the train 
from Shelburn and Sullivan and 
all the surrounding area to the 
street fairs here and to go see 
this spectacle on the lawn of} 
the Courthouse.” 

Mrs, Clark warmed to her sub- | 
.ject as she included a personal 
ireflection from her own family. 
"Now, my father came from 
Michigan and they raised Ham- 
bletonians. They prized their4 
"horses. He thought that was the! 
| most fantastically cruel thing he: 
jever saw — to get a horse up 
and train it to jump into a con-: 
tainer of water. And, he 
wouldn't look! He came with! 
the whole group," Mrs. Clark 
noted with laughter, “апа he 
wouldn't look.” 


>. 


f 


was com-| | 


Ограпігей іп 1818 | 
Museum records show that! 
Vigo County was organized in| 
March of 1818 from a portion) 
of Sullivan County which in 
turn had been drawn from Knox 
County. By 1923, the first Vigo 
|County Courthouse, a small, 
square, two-story structure with 
a tiny cupola had been built and 
was in use. The architect's пате 
was lost, if there was one, but 
records indicate that the brick- 
work was done by William Dur- 
ham and carpentry by Hovey 
and Brocklebank. Тһе building| 
* . . was dilapidated by 1866 
and the offices and records were 
removed.” Within two more 
years, the first courthouse was 
only a memory, the structure 
having been razed. 


The large, four-story, Паб, 


lroofed brick building which still 
Istands on the northeast corner 
fof 3rd and Ohio Sts. became 
the “temporary courthouse,” 
serving in that capacity for 22 
years. : 
Тһе present Courthouse began 
'construction with the laying of 
j the cornerstone in 1884. The 
architect. was Samuel Hanna- 
` ford of Cincinnati, Ohio; the de- 
sign is described as French 
neo Baroque and the obaracter 
of the structure as “stone 
quarry Style;" the builder, the 
Terre Haute Stone Co. 
Completed in 1888 


The Courthouse 
pleted in 1888 at a cost of $443,-| 


1 000. The architect received two 
A per cent of that figure as his 
«fee. His original tracings" were 

acquired by the county about 
two years ago from Thomas H. 
Landise, architect, whose firm 
had succeeded Hannaford іп 
Cincinnati. The price paid by 
Vigo County for the drawings, | 
$350, was fraction of the amount | 
asked when negotiations began. | 
١ The new courthouse was аваг 
bated June 7, 1888. “It was 

а magnificent building!" ١۱ 

"clares Mrs. Clark. Adding, per-! 
haps somewhat wistfuly, “Меј 
forget that now . . ." as she! 
went on to describe the im-| 
portance of the brand new! 
| Courthouse, not only to the peo- 
iple of Vigo County, but to resi- | 
‘dents of many surrounding coun- 
ties. 


Бу JACK 6775 
Tribune Staff Writer | 


The history of the Vigo County 
Courthouse is perhaps best re- 
viewed in the reflections of Mrs. 
Dorothy Clark, curator of the 
Vigo County Historical Society 
Museum and columnist in the; 
Terre Haute Sunday Tribune-| 
Star who has written тапу! 
articles about the early days of, 
our onetime frontier settlment, 

The Museum, 1411 S. 6th St., 
preserves many pictures, prints 
and artifacts from Vigo County! 
history including a number ofi 
pictures of all three court- 
houses, a model of the original! 
structure and the architect's; 
drawing, a work of art in itself, 
of his conception of the present 
Courthouse before it was built, 


Asked to give her immediate. 
reaction 10 the words the Vigo 
County Courthouse, Mrs. Clark 
responded, “Genealogy and his- 
tory." 

Noting first her interest in 
genealogy and the difficulty at- 
tached to tracing family his- 
tories through public records, 
Mrs. Clark turned quickly to her 
reaction as historian dealing 
with the attitudes and activities 
01 people in the past — real 
people not just pages in a book.. 

"Immediately," Mrs. Clark 
reported, “I begin to think of 
all the stories I've heard of the 
Courthouse when it was new. 
and I begin to get 'mental 
Slides, as you put it, of the 
band concert that was held on 
opening day and the thousands 
of people who thronged to see 


this magnificent building; and 
the band going full tilt under 
the rotunda; ай of the of- 
fices open and so forth; and how, 
it must have to been conduct 
‘courthouse business back when| 
it was new. 


“Апа then I think of this 
. . 4" curator Clark paused to 
indicate a framed watercolor in 
an adjoining room of the Mu- 
seum, asking, “із the door over 
there open, can you see the 
drawing?" The reporter reply- 
ing in the affirmative, Mrs. 
Clark continued, ‘‘Well, now 
there's the architect's drawing 
of the Courthouse before it was 
built — and the street scene 
and the buildings around it. It 
puts it in the setting of how it 
looked, of how Terre Наше 
looked, when the Courthouse 
was built, and I see it that 


ТІ! | 
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COL. FRANCIS VIGO, of Italian heritaze but а citizen of 
Spain due to residence in St. Louis, is credited with great 
assistance to George Rogers Clark both in financing Clark's 
exploration and Revolutionary War efforts and in service as 
an agent obtaining military information for Clark against 
British campaigns on the then frontier. Vigo County was 
named in his honor. Prints of this portrait are to be found 
in several locations at the Courthouse, including Superior 


Court and the office of the Board of County Commissioners. 
Photo by Bruce. 


Returning to thoughts of Ше 
present day at the Courthouse, 
Mrs. Clark commented on the 
building. maintenance program, 
*We're fortunate to have such 
a courthouse; and ours is meti- 
culously clean, except for the 
attic," although even that has 
seen some improvement, she 
noted. 

She also touched on some con- 
,troversies that һауе de- 
veloped in Courthouse changes, 
repeating her belief in the good 
fortune об this community 
| have such a “magnificent build- 
ling... even though it has been 
| amended with the steps taken 
loff and so forth. Which I ap- 

| prove of — I really like it bet- 
‘ter. I think as long as we leave 
опе set of steps, that's fine. 
| The picture is here, we can 
look at that if we want to see 
how it was." 

Other Chánges 

Two other changes, however, 

have occurred over her strong 
objection. “Now, I don't approve 
|о the parking (auto parking 104 
on the southwest lawn area) 
‘and I don't approve of the air- 
‘plane (a jet trainer on the 
[southeast lawn). But, that's 
neither here nor there. I do 
think that spoils it. We've had| 
any number of complaints about 
the parking and hoping that the 
area will lend itself to more 
parking now that they're tear- 
ing down buildings and hope 
they'll be able to park other 
than on the lawn." 

Mrs. Clark concluded her re- 
flections with an eye to the fu- 
ture as she said, “І hope they 
пеуег see the need to replace 


* 


the building, because there's no 
|excuse for it. It can always be 
| used for something. Now, I don't 
say that we don't need other 
,county government buildings. I 
ithink that’s fine. Like the 
| County Board of Health (in the 
Courthouse Annex on S. 7th St.) 
|... and I see the need as more 
people and government expand, 
ithey will need more space. 

"But, I think that building 
(the Courthouse) should always 
stand and always be used for 
its basic purpose," Mrs. Clark 
declared. 


The next, and last, installment 
in this series on the Vigo County 
Courthouse will recount some re- 
flections of other citizens and 
touch on other elements of fact 

hand opinion regarding the fu- 
‘ture of the building, including 
| thoughts from a reader who was 
moved {о write by the first 
| article. 
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| сияоп and Dorothy Donham, depu- | шинж: 


sul Уу می نلک‎ м 2561٨1 Ju. Du citi, 
Paul Zimmerman, chief deputy: 
Milton Frazer, Harry Morgan, Pat- 
rick Doyle, Frank Watts nnd Wil- 
!Ham Lark, deputies; George Henne- 
[man and George Madigan, respec- 
| tively, day and night. jailers. 
' Circuit Court, John ХУ. Gerdink, 
i judge; Mrs. Helen Mnhley, reporter: | 
|John F. Schwartz, bailiff; Frederick | 
(бете; page;~ Wau Jackson; Jii 


judge; Ernest M. Causey, commis- 
sioner; Mrs. Susan Steele, clerk. 

County juvenile and probation 
department, John Gerdink, Juvenile 
Court judge; Everett Spence, chief 
probation officer; Mrs. Anna L. 
Dyer and Farnum 5, Anderson, as- 
sistants. 

Superior Court, Albert R. Owens, 
judge; Mrs. Jessie Hunter, ге- 
porter; William Burke, bailiff; John 
Wilson, page; Gus Russell, janitor. 

Superlor Court No. 2, Richard V. 
Newton, judge; Miss Ann Cronin, 
reporter; Joe Silcox, bailiff; Chris 
Weisbach, page; John McCollough. 
janitor. 

Prosecuting attorney, Leonard P. 
Kincade; Winfield M. Fox, deputy; 
Mrs. Leona Mau, secretary. 

Jury commissioners, William H. 
Baugh and Thomas E. Ferguson. 
County surveyor, Charles U 
Modesitt; George Fisk, deputy; Roy 


| 
tor; 
Probate Court, John УУ, Gerdink, 
| 


Lewzader, Denver Martin, James 
Spellman and Charles Evelo, гой 
men. 

| County sealer of weights and 
' measures, Waldo G. Watts. 

County road supervisor, Edward 
Halstead. 

County commissioners, Edward Ч. 
Fagin, Frank Beck and Fred Cot- 
tom. 

County Council, Elllott M. Wise, 
president; George Reiss, president 
pro tem; Harlow Jones, Riley Cot- 
tom, John T. Latshaw, Earl Jones 
and Eli I. Polson. E 

Vigo County assessor, Wilian.: 
Bell; Mrs. Myrtle Helman, clerk. 

County Board of Health, Dı. 
Frank С. McCarthy, commissioner; 
Miss Helen M. Evans, clerk. 

County superintendent of schools, 
Clarence І, Pound; Miss Margaret 
J. Jones, clerk. 


Fireman, Richard Earl. 

Monument custodian, 
Nichols. 0 

Janitors, Joseph Е, Thompson, 
Harry McCabe, Henry Felling and 
Mort Larew. 

Superintendent Poor Farm, Jas- 
per M. Lewis. 

Superintendent Glenn Home and 
Dormitory for Colored Children, 
George Welsbach. 


Edward 


echoed “iw music of the fiaaiers авт 
light feet danced over its floors. 
Old time lawyers such as Richard 
W. Thompson, Daniel Voorhees, Col. 
Thomas P. Nelson, Ned» Hannigan 
and W. E. McLean had but little 
practice in this building as they had 
practically retired from the law 
when it was built. Of attorneys in 
Vigo County who have or still do 
practice in the building, the oldest 
in point of years as a lawyer 1з 
Thomas Nantz, now living in Ne- 
vada. Next in line are James S. 
Stunkard, Elmer E. Williams, Louis 
D. Leveque, J. E. Piety and George 


| А. Scott. | 
Other attorneys who made names 
for themselves іп the present 


| 


Alva E. Catlin, chief deputy; Miss ; 
Nellie G. Hurst and Mrs. Marie M. | 


Court House, and all but one or two 
of whom are now dead, include 
Hugh D. Rouquet, Jacob B. Early, 
Robert В. Stimson, Samuel C. 
| Stimson, George E. Pugh, Horace 
с. Pugh, Edward Reed, Richard 5. 
Tennant, George D. Klelser, James 
11. Klelser, Robert J. Smith, William 
E. Hendrich, Horace В. Jones, 
Thomas F. Donham, John E. Làmb, 
A. D. Carlton, Harry J. Baker, B. V. 
Marshall Frank C. Donaldson, P. 
М. Foley, John Patterson, Samu’ 
C. Duvall, J. С. McNutt, Gilb. 
McNutt, William E. Eggleston, 7 
ХУ, Rumsey, John T. Scott, S 
C. Davis, Sidney B. Davis, The 
Harper, A. J. Kelly, B. 8. Rhr 
Maley’ McNutt апа neari, 

of others. 

The roster of the present county 
officials with their various depu- 
ties and other assistants із as fol- 
lows: ! 

Clerk of the Vigo Circuit Court, 
Mrs. Catherine M. Fee; Bernard 
Gallagher, deputy; Mrs. Virgini 
Wassel, cashier; William E. Doer 
ner, Circuit Court deputy; Miss 
Virginia Reveal, Superior Court 
deputy; Miss Lucille McDonald, 
Superior Court No, 2 deputy; Mrs. 
Ella Tetzel, Misses Mary Marsh, 
Priscilla Forsythe, Helen Lee Ros- 
enfelt, Rosemary Hines, Leota 
Carty and Virginia Houk, deputies; 
Misses Lucille Liester and Mar- 
garet Shea, registration deputies. 

County auditor, James M. Propst; 


Weddle, deputies; Mrs. Norma 
Hankins, Misses Zora Irwin, Ella 
Elbrink, Agnes Rozgony and Ruth 
Anderson, clerks; Taylor J. Bled- 
soe, school fund commissioner. 

County treasurer, Howard 
O'Laughlin; Henry Laatz, chief 
deputy; Joe Lauer, cashier; Mar- 
tin Pound, Arnold Hintermeister, 
Ray Davis and Mrs. Norma Кпір- 
tasch, deputies, 


County recorder. Leslie B. Fer- | 


еме? | 


ruson; Miss Rose Casey, 


deputy; Mrs. Helen Ferguson, Mrs. ' 


Hilda Taylor, Misses Hazel Ғег- 


а‏ و 


First Session of Court. 


On Мау 7, 1888, Judge William 
Mack held the first session of Cir- 
cuit Court in the new building. 
Court was convened at 11 o'clock 
and Judge Mack told the audience 
which filled the room that the first 
court In the county was convened in 
April 1818, at the residence of 
Truman Blackman, about three 
miles northeast of the city, who was 
at that time county sheriff, 

The grand jury, numbering 
twenty members, was called and 
could not be accommodated in the 
Jog house of Blackman, so held their 
session in the yard. April 28, 1818, 
the court was removed to Terre 
Haute to the hewed log home of 
Henry Relford at the northeast cor- 
ner of Second and Mulberry. The 
county offices were moved into the 
new building April 28, 1888, the sev- 
entieth anniversary of the removal 
of the Court House from Fort Har- 
rison prairle. 

A Court House was built on the 
Site of the present one 11 1823 and 
by 1866 had become so dilapidated 
that offices and records were re- 
moved to a new building at the 
northeast corner of Third and Ohio 
Streets, where county business was 
transacted until the new building 
was occupied, 

This new bullding, Judge Маск! 
declared, in spaciousness and іп 
beauty of architecture, was dupli- 
cated by but few buildings in the 
world. Не compared it with recently 
built court houses in Indianapolis, 
Lafayette and other places, show- 
ing that for its cost it was far su- 
perior to any of them, and declared: 

“This vast structure has not only 
been carefully but honestly bullt. 
No idea of 'jobs' or 'rings' has ever 
been associated with its construc- 
tion and it will ever stand as a 
towering monument to the integrity 
of the officials who have had 
charge of its erection. Externally 
there are few buildings in the world 
which equal it in beauty of archi- 
tectural properties and effect and it 
has bcen so carefully and substan- 
tlally built that its dome will be 
glittering in the sunlight when this | 
county of Vigo shall number a mil- 
lion people within its borders.” 

In the early years of the building 
it was used not only for county and 
court purposes, but also many re- 
ligious meetings were held within 
its walls. Even Mormons held 
meetings there. The building also, 
was the scene of many a 1 
gathering and its walls frec | 
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The corner stone weighed nearly 
5 tons. It fs inscribed with the 
names of commissioners as given 
above, G. Е. McNutt, attorney; An- 
drew Grimes, auditor; Samuel Han- 
naford, architect, followed by the 
names of the contractors and in- 


The building is 226 feet In width 


‘from north to south, 277 feet long 


from east to west and 88 feet high, 
while from the ground to the top 
of the dome the distance is 196 
feet. Тһе stone used in construct- 
ing the building is Indiana lime- 
Stone from the Stinesville quarries 
and the total cost of the structure 
was $443,000, the architect's pay be- 
ing fixed by the commissioners at 
214 per cent of the total cost. 

A special order was made by the 
commissioners for the clock atop 
the dome, in which it was expressly 
provided that the gong should be 
the Francis Vigo memorial bell 'T. 
C. Buntin had previously informed 


the. commissioners that “Francist 
Vigo's will provided that when his 
estate received from Congress 


money which he loaned the gov- 
ernment about the time of the 
James Itogers Clark expedition $500 
should be given Vigo County for the 
purchase of a Court House bell in 
recognition of the naming of the 
county for him. 

This money, with other funds, 
was used, the bell purchased and 
appropriately inscribed апа still 
hangs in the dome of the building. 
At the time of the completion of the 
building the commissioners were 
Louis C, Weeks, J. F..Fillenger and 
Stanley Robbins. 

These commissioners at a meet- 
ing held May 17, 1888, set aside 
June 7, 1888, as the day for a pub- 
lic dedication of the new Court 
House, naming the following com- 
mittee to take charge of the affair: 
Frank McKeen, С. F, Putnam, Phil- 
ip Schloss, John Ғ. Royse and D. 
W. Henry. Тһе commissioners ex- 
pressly specified that the dedica- 
tion exercises should be at no cost 
to the county. 


Fifty Years Since D | 
Of Vigo County's Court House |! 


.Stalling officers, 


BY S. W. SNIVELY. 
НЕ formal opening of Vigo 
7 County's beautiful Court Howse , 
took place Jan. 7, 1888, with pleas- | 
ing exercises. Long before the time 
announced for the opening crowds 


of people began pouring into the 
corridors and filling the rooms all 
over the building. Committees іп 
charge were busy from early in the 
morning arranging for the accom- 
modation of the crowds of strang- 
ers who plied into the building at 
every entrance. | 

Shortly after 10 o'clock the Ring- 
gold Band was stationed in the 
center of the lower corridor while 
the Military Band was at the south 
center of the long corridor on the 
second floor. Both bands played 
while the crowds filled every avail- 
able space. At 10 o'clock the ex- 
ercises began іп the Superior | 
Courtroom. Judge Allen introduced 
Col. R. W. Thompson as the first 


speaker, 
Other ‘speakers were Murray 
Briggs. Dr. Barnabus Hobbs of 


Bloomingdale and Judge Long. In 
the afternoon the crowds inspected 
the halhvays and other parta of 
the building and at night there was 
а beautiful pryotechnic display from 
the roof of the building which com- 
pleted the exercises. 

The order Ic7 the construction of 
the building “Was passed early in 
1884 by John Ё. Roedel. John УУ, 
Wilson and John DeBaun, who then 
comprised» the Board of County 
Commissioners, Тһе plans, drawn 
hy Architect Samuel Hannaford of 
Cincinnatl, were accepted by the 
same board and contracts and sub- 
contracts let, the main contract be- 
ing let to the Terre Haute Stone 
Company, of which J. В. Lyne was 
president. 


Cornerstone Laying. 


The cornerstone, at the northeast 
corner of the building, was laid Aug. 
14, 1884, under auspices of the Ma- 
sonic fraternity, the chief official 
being Robert Van Valzah, grand 
master, Е. and А/ М. Besides Мг, 
Van ۷3123811, Past Grand Master 
Long and Senator Daniel W. Voor- 
hees delivered addresses 
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Those who have heard that 
slavery could not exist north of 
the Ohio River may read the fol- 
lowing on page 182: 

One Slave Freed. 

“То all to whom these presents 
may or shall come. Know ye that 1, 
William Adams, Jr., formerly of 
Mercer County in the state of Ken- 


Vigo in the state of Indiana for 


(шав сонш Пу. A later entry shows | 


Samuel Colman as clerk of Sullivan 
County at Carlisle in December of 
. 1818. 


Many of our pioneers are record- 


ed here as from New York. As! 


evidence of the part played-in the 
settlement of the county by those 


who came with. and after Majer | 


| and in consideration of the faithful 


services of my Negro man by the 
name of Saul (of the following 
description to wit: About forty 
years old, five feet five inches 
high, a deep black and well pro- 
portioned to his height) while living 
in the said county of Mercer and 
for other considerations do hereby 
release, exonerate and discharge 
the said Negro man írom all 
services to me owing, hereby put- 
ting and placing him in the same 
situation in every respect as if he 
had been born free. 


In witness whereof I have here- 


unto set my hand and seal this 
second day of June in the vear of 


iour Lord one thousand eight hun- 


dred and and twenty. Іп pres- 


! ence of 


Curtis Gilbert, 
Henry Allen. 


DONO 
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Markle, we havé James Bennett of , 


Seneca County, Eliakim and Orris | tucky and now of the County of 


Crosby of Chautauqua County, Ich- 
labod Scranton of Middlesex, Abra- 
ham Tourtellot, John Сатр. Elea- 
zar Daggett, William Molyneux, 
| Silas Hopkins, Jonas Seeley, Robert 
Hopkins, Samuel Thompkins, Mary 
the widow of Aaron Stevens, Oliver 
| Grace, William Doty, Willard 
Smith, Сугепив Chapin, William 
| Coltrin, Benjamin Whaley, Joseph 
W. and Howard Moulton, and Gid- 
eon Frisbee all of Niagara County, 
New York. All of these peonle were 
concerned with lands in Vigo 
County 


Aaron Reemer, Robert W. Stod- 
dard, Nathan Cargill, and Colville 
Pierce came from Ontario County. 
Genessee County gave us Thomas 
11. Clarke, an early officer here, 
Cary Marcellas, Asa Baton, Sam- 
uel S. Spafford, Trumbull Carey 
and William Davis; Oneida County 
furnished us with John Taylor: 

| John Kelly came from Livingston 

County and Lewis and Martin Law- 

rence came from Dutchess County. 
Where They Came From. 

David Blue came from Miami 
County, Ohio, while John and 
Thomas Barr and James Taylor 
were from Pickwick County, Ohio. 


: Ezekiel Kilgore was from Cumber- 


land County, Pennsylvania, and 
Robert McFarland and Caleb Han- 
na were from Fayette County in 
the same state. 

John Jenckes is given as of 
Lexington, Kentucky, in the deed 
for the land where now lies High- 
land Lawn Cemetery; Robert 
Graham hailed from Pike County, 
Ошо: William and James Harlow 
were from Cincinnati; David Brad- 
berry was from Butler County, 
Ohio; John C. and William Packard 
were from Washington County, 
Rhode Island. : 

Неге also is to be found the 
‘notice of the dissolution of the firm 
of Gilbert and Brooks, traders at 
Fort Harrison, dated September 9. 
1818, and the final receipt in full 
given by Brooks under date of 


! May 8, 1820. 


INDIANA ROO 


ow the Public Square Was Acquired 


r Vigo | 
-- nEC 4 1955 


This, too, was not a deed for as 
Richardson had bought it on time 
and had made only the required 
payments, he could not receive a 
patent for the land until it had 
been fully paid for. By this time it 
would not be recorded here any- 
way as it lies in Parke County al- 
though within the limits of Vigo 
County when recorded. 


Sheriff’s Bond. 


The third instrument is the bond 
of Truman Blackman as sheriff of 
Vigo County, the fourth, the bond 
for Alexander Barns as coroner, 
the fifth a power of attorney given 
by Eliakim Crosby, and these are 
samples of the instruments record- 
ed with the deeds in Record One. 


After reading on page two of the 
Eift to the county by the proprie- 
tors. of $3.775 in bonds. it is sur- 
prising to read on page 18 of a 
receint given by Lucius Н, Scott 
іп the County Commissioner for 
$3.665. One wonders if this is an 
example of the graft that later 
entangled many public officials 
or whether it is an error on the 
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HIS OLD RECORD, the first 
-to be opened in Vigo county, 
ears on page 1 the beginning of 
e copy of the contract made 
starch 18, 1818, between Elihu 
| "Stout, Marston G. Clark, and John 
Allen on the part 

of the state of In- 
diana and Cuth- 
bert and Thomas 
Bullitt of Louis- 
ville, Abraham 
Markle of Fort 
? Harrison and Hy- 
acinth Lasselle, of 
t Vincennes, of the 
proprietors of the 
town of Terre 
і Haute, whereby 
i the public square, 
a number of lots, 
| bonds to the. 
* amount of $3,775, 

and $1,000 in cash ! 
ГА. R. MARKLE. Were given to the 

new county to in- 

duce the commissioners to locate 
the seat of justice at Terre Haute. | 


=== 


‚ It was witnessed by John Owens | part of the copyist. 


Many items of history crop out 
in this old record: in many cases 
the parties to deed or other in- 
Struments are described as of their 
former home or place of abode as 
is the case in the record of the 
assignment by Caleb Crawford to 
| Enoch Honeywell of Sullivan Coun- 
tv of his title to the quarter sec- 
tion lying between Seventh and 
Thirteenth from College to Hul- 
man. Crawford purchased it at the 
{ Land Office at Vincennes іп 1816 
and assigned it in 1817 when: this 
was all Sullivan County and Vigo 
County was a thing of the future. 

A little over a year-Jater Craw- 
ford was having his bond as Cor- 
oner of Vigo recorded in the same 
volume; 

From page sixty-three we learn 
that on ctober 23, 1818, the Circuit. 
Court of Sullivan County was held 
at Carlisie and that Bailey Johnson 
was sheriff and John Jones was 
recorder. As all records of Sulli- 
van County were burned with their 
Court House some thirty years 
later. there is no such record in 


east quarter of section 21 in town | 


and Elijah Runley and recorded 
March 25, 1818, and is the first of 
many instruments other than deeds 
| that are recorded in the volume. 
Not only deeds but mortgages, 
election of trustees. power of at- 
| torneys. mechanic liens, manumis- 
| sion papers, ‘chattel mortgages, 
| sales of personal property, leases, 
| wills, marriage settlements, con- 
tracts and assignments of many 
! kinds are (о be seen in the pages 
| of this old record. 
In 1855 the volume of such mis- 


г cellaneous matter became so great 

| that a Miscellaneous Record was 

| opened and in this many of the rec- 

,ords not properly deeds were re- 
corded. 


The second instrument in Deed 
Record One is the assignment by 
‚ John Richardson to Samuel Prince 
of his right and title to the north- 


14. range 7, which Richardson had 
purchased of the Registrar of the 
Land Office at Vincennes, Oct. 18, 
1816. 


y Affairs FB 


Communit 


ТЕККЕ HAUTE, INDIANA 
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1 preached іп Terre Haute һи. 
| few villagers attended, It is a very 
| singular place; it had a population 

of about 200 people and much 

merchantile business; but no re- 
ligious society of any order but 
there was at this time a great dis- 
position to hear preaching; several 
gentlemen had formed a Sunday, 
reading meeting at the Court ' 
House. At these meetings they took ! 
turns in reading printed sermons.” 
Even with its “200 people and 
much mercantile business,” there 
must have been a shortage of office 

space in the town as Stephen S. 
| Collett was given permission to 

occupy the upper room in the south- 

west corner of the Court House 
| "next to the room occupied by Mr. 

Farrington” when it was not re- 

quired by the board—whose official 

office it was—if “he would furnish 

a stove and wood to heat the; 

room.” 

Until the Court House was ready 
for occupancy, court was held 


:| around at various houses, from its 


first session—after the county was 
formed—on July 24, 1818. It was 
at this session that the new prose- 
cuting attorney, Nathaniel Hunting- 
ton, after charging his grand jury, 
had them adjourn and "retire to a 
108 just outside the cabin where 
the court was convened" to deliber- 
ate—although there was not a sin- 
gle criminal matter in the whole 
county at the time. The June Term 
of 1822 was held in the new Court 
House but the place was barely 
habitable. 116 county commission- 
ers could not meet in it until August 
of 1824. The session of the court 
for 1818 was held in the home of 
Truman Blackburn and that of 1819, 
in the home of Henry Redford. Red- 
! ford received $10 rent for the term 
and Dr. Charles B. Modesitt was 
‘paid $5 for the use of a room in 


_ his home for the jury. 


+ + + 
ALL THE DELAY in building this 
' Court House was not normal. Mis- 
understandings and controversies 
arose between the contractors and 
the commissioners. There was a 
law euit between the contractors 
and the commissioners but the dis- 
pute was settled by arbitration— 
the arbiters being John Durkee, 
Luther Franklin and Michael Pot- 
ter. The final decision was that 
„| the contractors were to forfeit 


az روم‎ 


| $619.50 for failure to finish the 
i building but they were allowed 
i $60 for extra work and were al. 


|| lowed their balance of $2,787.58. 
1 


| This first Court House was 
, nothing like the one Vigo County ! 
| һав at the present time but it. 


| served, adequately, the purpose } 
| for which it was intended for this 


beginning community. It wag | 
Square and built of red brick. Its 
main door—which faced east 
with a broad arched transom 
above it was impressive, 

"The interior was 
but plainly, 


1 sons were residents of this county E 
at that time and are accepted by 

' all the Genealogical Societies аз 

| absolute “proof.” 


| 
| 


The Court House was commenced 
in May of 1818, but was not fully 


| occupied until August of 1824. A 


part of it was occupied as early as 
1822 but there must not have been’ 
much of it completed then because 
William Mars—who was the cus-, 
todian—was only allowed the sum 
of $5 for taking care of it from 
The 
upper rooms were not completed 
until 1825 and 1826 and it was not 
fully paid for until some time later: 


! 


| 


| Ма,, 1823, to May of 1824. 


| as, in 1827, John Brockelbank died 


and his heirs were given a judg- 


X ment against the county for the 


balance due him on his contract. : 
The Masonic Lodge finally com- | 


| 


١ pleted the upper rooms іп exchange | | 


for their use as lodge rooms. The! 
other principal contractor, Elisha 
Hovey, fell from the roof of the 


| building, during its construction, , 
| and was killed by falling on а, 


chisel which he was holding when 


' he landed on a stump which had 


not been cleared away from the 
grounds—although Dr. Modesitt had 
been allowed $25 by the commis- 
sioners for "clearing off the public 


square.” 
+ + + 

THE LITTLE JAIL—of smooth, 
hewn logs—was built on the south 
side of Swan Street on the east 
alley corner between First and Sec- 
ond Street (although another ac- 
count says Oak Street). The door 
was of solid hewn logs and it had a ; 
small, iron-grated window. It did 
not last long as, in 1821, the grand | 
jury reported that they found it in 
a miserable and filthy condition and 
entirely unfit for the confinement 
| of any prisoners. Іп fact, one 


, escaped by digging through a rotten | 


| 


log. Several times, prisoners w 
held by the sheriff of Knox County | 
—for which he was paid by Vigo, 
County—because the jail was not! 
| Suitable. 


| Finally, in 1827, the commission- 
| ers ordered a new jail built on the 
| southwest corner of Third and Wal- 
nut streets, This was a two-story 
structure of "good white oak tim- 
ber" with the rooms eighteen feet 
Square; one room to each story; 
the lower room, ten feet high and , 


the upper room, nine feet high. It, | 


had a good solid stone foundation. 
In addition to this, there was 


| another house, of the same size— 


connected to the jail by a six foot 
passage—which was used as а тесі. || 
dence for the jailer. 

This first Court House was used 
by this little community of Terre 
Haute for everything. Sunday |! 
School and church was held there; |; 
Speeches of all kinds were held “at 
early candle-lighting” and many 
a dance was held in the building. 

+ + 
IN 1825, a Presbyterian missionary 
visited Terre Haute and preached 
at the Court House. He wrote lat- 
er: “The town of Terre Haute is 
a beautiful village composed of 
white houses situated on the left | 
bank of the Wabash River, but it 
Is no place for preaching.” He 
goes on to record that “‘last night 
SLE 
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By John G. Biel 7-5-59 0 


The first money that the county 
of Vigo ever had was that paid 
to it by the proprietors of the 
town of Terre Haute as a part of 
the consideration for the location 
of the "Seat of Justice" at Terre 
Haute. The agreement called for 
the payment of $3,775. Of this. 
amount, $1,000 was paid in cash | 
and the balance was in bonds! 
secured by the deferred payments 
on lots sold by the proprietors in 
the new town. 

The new county commissioners 
immediately proceeded to start 
spending this money. Since the i 
frist necessity of any wcll or- 
ganized society is a court of jus- | 
tice, they advertised in the West. | 
ern Sun of Vincennes—the only | 
newspaper then in the near | 
vicinity—asking for proposals for |, 
the building of a “Court House and | 
Goal,” the Court House to be of | 
brick and 55 feet square. | 

John Brockelbank and Elisha 
Hovey seem to have been awarded 
the main contract although sev-: 
eral other people worked on the 
building. William Durham was 
allowed, at one time, $400 for 
building the walls; John M. Cole- | 
man was given $300 for building | 
foundations and piers; other of 
the subcontractors, or suppliers | 
of materials, paid direct by the 
county commissioners, were Sam- 
uel McQuilkin, Henry Redford, | 
Luther Hammond, Bela O. Smith, 
Demas Deming, Macomb McFad- 
din, Gershom Tuttle, Chauncey 
Rose and Peter Allen. 

+ + + | 

RECORDS such as these—although | 
seemingly devoid of any genea- 
logical information—are the de- ; 
light of genealogists and just any- ! 
one "running down his family." 
Records, such as these, serve to 
prove—definitely—that these per- 


Separaung the north part of the 
room, which was for the express 
use of the court. Here was the 
judge’s elevated bench ог longi 
desk, which was reached on either 
side by steps guarded by heavy 
railing; immediately in front of 
which on the floor, the lawyers 
had their long tables; while the 
{jurors had their elevated box 
J seats оп the left of the judge's 
bench.” 


The roof, from the four corners 

of this square building, rose to a 
point in the center and on that 
! raised point there was built a tow- 


! Шинэхэн ir 
(ег with a pointed steeple оп top. | 
]t was this tower and steeple which | 
| prompted Colonel Francis Vigo— 
for whom the County is named— 
to provide, in his Will, for а “bell; 
for the court house." This court 
house never saw that bell because, 
by the time Congress got around! 
to allowing Colonel Vigo's claims—i 
from which the money was to come 
to provide the bell—this court: 
house was declared unfit for fur-: 
ther use and ordered torn d 
but that is another story. 

All of this occurred during the 
first eight years of life of Terre 
Haute and all of the persons in- 
volved were the very early settlers 
in this community; some of them 
becoming permanent residents with 
many of their descendants living. 

|in Terre Haute today. | 
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Court Dedication 


ЗАН ТО 5 


Fou ndinA А tic 


Smith. John. 5. Beach. Robert | 
Nixon. G M Allen. C M 

Thompson Dr ‘Robert 
VanValzah. R N Hudson. E H 

8۱080167 А С  Duddleston. 

David N' Taylor. Jacob D 

Early. Nicholas Filbeck, T S. 

Moore, Joseph Strong. R A 

Campbell. Forest Kendall, 
Demas Deming, С С. Oakey. 

Geo W  Kleiser. Edwin 
Seldomridge. В С Hudnut. Н 

S Richardson. Ј К. Duncan, 

Sam C Barker. James. 
Fitzpatrick. S C. Davis and B 

F Havens 


J M Allen was chairman of 
the reception committee. along 
with County Commissioners + 


Asa M Black Levi W 
Dickerson and Sanford 5 
Henderson 


Others listed were Herman 
Hulman. John Cleary. John С 
Warren. H W Curry, James. 
Cox. Frank „Tuttle. Frank 
Armstrong. Judge Thomas B 
Long. Sheriff Weeks: John F 
Roedel. D W Henry. John 
DeBaum. Levi W Hammerley. 
Martin K Lee. John Heint. John 
Moorehead. John L Patterson. 
S R Hamill. James E Piety. В 
E Rhoads, F.C Danalson. S С” 
Stimson. 


Also included were S B 
Davis. John 6 Williams. John 
T Scott. Hon Wm Маск. 
Andrew Grimes and [ М. 
Pierce 


It ts not known who was to 
receive the "found" invitation. 
The. guest s name. 
“Мг ." was evidently to 
have been hand-written. 
possibly by one of the many 
members of the invitation 
committee. 
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Community Affalrs ЕЛӘ 


By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Ап a A issued 87 years 
ago for the dedication of the 
rt Hou se was 

7 "found in an attic.” and has 
been framed for display in the 
Wabash .Vallev Historical. 
Museum with. the- architect's 
drawing of thestructure 

Mrs. Gladys Thomas found 
the yellowed. somewhat 
tattered «memento when she 
moved into a house on Terre 
Haute's north side recently 

She presented the invitation 
to John K Lamb. grandson of 
the John E Lamb who was one 
of the four speakers in the 
dedication John K Lamb later 
donated the invitation to the 
historical museum 

The event was held June 7 
1888 at 10a m R W Thompson 
was listed in the “ргоагатте” 
as president of the day 
- Speakers were D W 
Voorhees. R W Thympson. 
Thomas H. Nelson and'john Е 
Lamb 

* A display of firework’ from 
the Court House was set for7 30 
pm Ringgold and Military 
Bands were іп attendance both 
morning and evening 

; John E Regan was chairman 
of. the. committee for 
arrangements. with Frank 
McKeen. treasurer ` Chas Е 
Putnam: D. W- Henry. 
Secretary and Philip Schloss 

A- В. Mewhinney Jos Н 
Briggs ard Е Е: Benjamin 
were on the Finance 
Committee. — , 

E V Debs. W H Albrecht. 
Charles Bauer. Dan Davis. and 
George E Farrington were 
members of the music 
committee 

The fireworks . committee 
included Wm. H Haworth. 


Robert Geddes. V G Dickhout. | 


JohnH Berry and A 2 Foster 
Mayor J С Koslem was 
chairman of the invitation 
committee and D W Henry 
was the secretary Others оп the 
committee were Judge C F 
McNutt. E Walmsley D С 
Greiner. J T H Miller Wm M 
Lyons. L В Martin, Е M 


Terre Haute . Gare tte 
Tone al, |/973. 
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А Few зар од us te | tw 19 Prevent 
V 115: 2 и 4 
hoa 8 пло) Josh, 
° Head and, He 54... 
The cholera is, pow, ravaging ,seppions 
of the South, ялд. gradually it is, coming 


| Мин мау. Alrendy, it, has. appegred, in 


Cincinnati. It may reasonably, бе, ex- 
pected, bere at; апу, time, , Jt, therefore, 
behooves our people.to prepare to make, 
its visitation as little destruetivé of 6 
and as Ее injurious to our business 311- 


‘| tereats ач possible. Preventives are 67 


(han cures. _ Below وم‎ give timely; 

: 4... 1 %.. | 
warnings to all, ая given, the, people of 
Circinnati by its Вода, ої, Health when: 
the scourgé was upon. them, . Let us ; all 
be warned іп бітесі ,.. 1 


1 HI T ез 
1. The city. аһ be; kept free fram 
filth of every kind 


This can only be Bote "by ها‎ 
efforts of the publié‘authorities'and’ esch 
ыты yoy то سن‎ zani bhail 5 5 

` AN parts of their, premises, muat; бе 
cleared of. Dirt, ang useless articles, of 


every kind. ٢ 7, нім Р 
Gutters’ in’ front о 110۸5۵ او م۱۵‎ ۵ be 
swept daily, айЛеаа three feet from /іһе 
eurb. Bis ЖАТ nil a i 7а) | ied f 
Garbage and house offal should be ke t 
ав tree'frofn mólstüre and the rava of the. 
зой Ав possible: until taken away Бу thre: 
scavengers. 547% | 


“AN Kinds of rabbis stiddid Beteaioved 


from ‘yards; ‘porches, i passageways: janti 
кохи далд ний йаваааад ot үчең 
should be frequently swept. flu m: 
the h Farante nd ket perk y бы 
„Cellars, “closets! "pal ties,” And" stots 


rooms shou 


; 1 
тбісшат {екет d : 
hed day.b ' ad ug 
flushed every dayak free. Adi n 
of air into every ежен 72:38 | 


Sunlight should also "ре. ;permdtted-to] 
purify, the atmosphere of, all, ped-cbam;, 


bers soma portion of t E nats 
74. Good HOD of fe shoud "Be sort: 


pufoualy oie arnt = 2 
Regular meals through the day and 


and proper, 


ssentia aanlal SP اپ مال لک‎ 
esse i | 
апа, therefore l^ paa Rhyng? 1 
should be eaten stStated tines” wird no | 
pleasure or amuséthefit Анон” бобиру | 


Smith spoke, impudently. (ов. (Town-|the' hours that ought 40:26 given” to | 
send's) daughter, япа when he went in| needed repose. 


ناي سپ و (теле‏ 


` 
т pn M دچ‎ хасан” тимес 
سه مس نز(‎ tat Orel Ni Же ы еее еткін дын тр жа 
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project, more |. 
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The Clerk Conductor, 
Editors (Evening Gazette: 
«Not a-dingle taxpayer in favorof the 
Court House." | z 

This ګلا‎ an. item «in your comment on 
my lette} which was quite astonishing to 
me. Where have you been, Mr. Editor? 
Out of tawn? От йо you mean to say that 


dare say, some of the wealthiest ones— 
are hypccrites > I could.name уой per- 
sons in this county representing property, 
to the amount оѓ $2,000,000 who are in 
favor of la. Court; House, provided it is 
built honesti. And among, these, Mr. 
Editor, 1 will 53, count а вїпр1е fa wver, 
nor any| such persons partial to the 
Board oi Commissioners as it was (B., 
B. and W.)* Even our honorable Com- 
missioner, Мг.) Dowling, . expressed 
his opinion favorable to the Court House 
project; ón the 2d of June. ІЗ. 
I say this to the credit of Mr. Vry- 
dagh, {ав the Commissioners thought 
him the better architect came to him— 
апа he;did not run after the work, as 
did some men who are among the hypo- 
crites, anid who had influential , citizens’ 
to intercede for them. ., Will. you,: Mr. 
Editor, still insist) that it was and, is Mr. 
Vrydagh’s duty to show Commissioners 
out; ofthadoor 2, 111 Commissioners; why 
not everybody. else? ';Ainswerthis, and I 
will know: what.te¢.dowhen د‎ GAZETTE 
“Might makes 


bot that lof the GAZETTE, and thus it 
was meésiit in myjletter. f you do not 
believe that'this proverb is true in Vigo, 
(after having advocated it) I beg to refer 
Zommittee о Еі ееп: 
‚Хож, Mr. Editar, why was іс that you 
did not tell the publfe that you had seen 
the Court House plans? I refer to ‘the 
first. опе--ан you eame with Commis- 
sioners to see the drawings— were, you in; 
the ring, ог shall I class you among hyp- 
ocrites? Then, you expressed ‘yourself 
ехітетеіу favorable to the 
so than was necessary. 
EUGENE T. ‘HEINER: ” 
Both Sides. 

Lou, TOWNSEND. yesterday assaulted a 
weakly man, Ward Т. Smith, proprietor 
ofthe steam laundry. Mr, S: was Ber- 
ously. hurt. Townsend, sought. 4 speedy 
trial before'the Mayor, and was fined $7.— 
Express, 2 په‎ 

Іп extehuation, Townsend: tells u8 that: 


15 Column. 


|a large rumber of the taxpayers—and T 


representative: appears. 
(right? ndt a highway robbers’ proverb, 


‚уоп to the 


n both the 0117 dnd 
rged full Dally rates and 
цөв. 

one. dollar рег 
nin WEEKLY. 
sents per line, |Noltem, 
tin local column for 4 


neral notices, $100. 

and Religious rjotices,25 
variably іп advanoe.- 
LL, & Co., 37 Рк Row 
agents in that pity, ап 
iet for adyertisinng at our 
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is that the yield will be very great. Po- 
tatdes are/ also exceedingly fiue, their 
rapid'growtl this season outwitting the 
work of (һе bugs. The new crop ів be- 
ginning to dome to market, quite freely. 
igo, | 
1 Special Dispatch to the Cin. Enquirer. 
What Comes of Wholesale Robbery. 

| WASHINGTON, June 18.—The,,, Union 
Pacific Railroad have so far succeeded іп! 
getting patents for only 900,000 to 1,000,- 

000 acres of land. The original grant to 
them was for 20,000,000 of acres. The 
patents already issued, are for land sit- 
08060110 Nebraska, and embraces only 
one-half of what they have selected in |: 
that State. "А large body of land else- 
where has been located for which patents 
are refused, the redson not being. merely 
the Credit Mobilier suit, but the fact that |. 


and equipped according to the terms of 
the law. THe last report was by’ а com- 
mittee of eminent citizens, of whom Ben 
Wadé was jone, and was unfavorable.’ 


soft wood; the culverts of! wood instead 
of stone, зай. the’ Commissioners; 'thereé- 
fore, advised that patents be issued! for 
only half thé lands located; and the bal- 
aree reserved until the company. should 
fylfill the requirements of the law. "This 
report is matle the basis of action by.the 
department. In reply to the request for 
&dditiénal patents, tbe. Secretary, ;ex- 
presses his readiness to have the present |- : 
state of the road examined, but the com- |: 
pany appear afraid of an inspection; and 
have hubmitted other propositions, which 
have! been ече: As matters now 
stand, it looks as if i€ would be a long], : 
tine before they get their patents. 


3 — TET Ne 
Quarreling by Telegraph. " " | AY} 

From theSpringfleld.Republican, رر‎ #۳ 
Jack.Hurley, formerly а telegraph op- کو‎ 
erator in this eity, is ‘in’ the’: Woroester | по isp 
jail fora ШІ indiscretion, il;ustrating | paren: 
the peculiarity : of- hia bitsimess. ' Jack |: зда 
04 


was receiving in the Fártmaíngtiam 0066, 
and once or twice had to ‘ask Worcester 
to repeat. orcestef did 80, and' volun-: 
teered the information that Farmingham 
was а fool, on whom it would be delight- 
ful to put a ‘head: ‘Straightway the wire 
from Farmingham spoke, ‘I’m ¢oming,” |: 
) пёег!(гт#їп, ATE: 
the. impetuous” sender took" A ‘freight | Сөк. 
train, and ptesently arriving, ‘gave! Wor- lo i1 û: 
cester a great drubbing, ` for. which : Һе, үз! 
was їтаргїзїпей as مود 1ک ممصد‎ 


ever, from ай! over New England :сойаев! зо 
ќо! Worcester the ; anxious | inquiry,; ralis 
“How's your head?" \ 31 Neat 


2( :973( ,2 مول 


WEY хардах UU озса 101, AHU 76 prospectu 


.the Government has no official. report, 80 
‘far, that’ thé road hag been constructed |: 


| This report stated that the ties were of 


.&nd^un&ble to walt for i! pasde 


dignified sensibilifies to spe | Delano, Sec- 
retary of tho Interior, | BQutwell, and 
Creswell, Postmaster |General, going 
down last fall, first to! Nort Carolina, 
and, after having earried that Stato by de- 
tail, folding their tents like the Arabs and 
silently stealing away бо the State of 
Maine, and then (flitting away to ether 
States and working to над elections for 


the Administration party. I hope to God | 


tho time will come when; such a spectaclo 
will no longer be witnessed 0 the Ameri- 
(Loud applause.] 

Judge Tuttle— Does the gentleman think 
changing the time of elections will cure 
these evils ? M | | d ч: 

Judge Wést—I think that'then the polit- 
ical power of the Administration and the 


money of the nation and the іп өпсо of 


the'ring at Washington , cannot control 
the electious óf more than ohe Stato. 


the five per cent. Court, House that was 
to have been, asks some questions, an- 
swers them himself and draws some in- 
Гегепсен therefrom in another column of 
to-day’s paper. We do not know that 
there is much to be added to what we 
have already said. We are still of the 


‘opinion: that trade, busingss, profession 


or occupation should never entirely over- 
the citizen and the 
man, and that) what, otght not to 
be done, itis wrong td dd. The over- 
whelming wishes of a people in a matter 
concerning them, it із never right to 
override. This holds ая trupiof a profes- 
sional man as of the cabal that gives the 
nefarious order. The accidentof author- 
ity adds no sanctity ee act, аз be- 
tween man and an. If the 
Commissioners , were notoriously 
overriding tbe popular| will, Mr. V. was 
their willing assistant. 'fo accessories 
clingssome part of the tain attaching to 
the evil-action of the principals. 
The text which Мг. Н.| eelects from 
our article of yesterday is ill-chosen. ` If 
he sball re-read it, һе will find that we 
say that the knowledge he and his chief 
show, of the authority of. ithe’ Comthis- 


- sioners to build. a Court House, even 


if every taxpayer  save| themselves, 


the architect, ‘clerk, condudtor, and:con- 
\tractors, is opposed to it, shows also that 


they knew that they were assisting in the 
prosecution of-a work to which: the’ mass 


Of the'people were bitterly opposed. ‘This 


‚ can continent, 


Ж Mr. HEINER, the clerk|conductor of 


. whelm 
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X 
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Thatt 
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Is the 


This is what we 
are fractious about. It is a sort of equita- 
تي د‎ of duress. 


THR London correspondent of the Cin- 
cinnatl! ‘Commercial—Mr. M. D. Conway 
—in а on Тенег, gives an account. of 

very remarkable meeting of the Uni- 
tarian Organization іп the English me- 
tropoliá, The occasion was a discussion 
ofa proposition made by several very 


wealtby. members of that church, to en- | 


Of our 
And, ! 


Do the 


Can th 


To lea 


When 


Their 
And м 


We urt 


Yet ас 
Patien 


“We wi 
“Ме 4 


with \ 


That 
When 


instincts and aspirations of its fol- |. 


dorsé (ап institution devoted to 
the | propagation - of Unintarian- 
ism | | and the furthering. of 
the interests of that denomination, One 


hündrdd бһбивапа ‘doltars’ was offered, 
and there seemed to-be little ог по ques- 
tion: ihe er itefu] accéptancé.' Most in- 

ions will &ecept, endowments of 
large . sums of. money with hungry 
avidity and dall for more with an energy 


‘whieh | puts the efforts of poor little Snye 
‘Chrige: to the|blüsh. 


Bat | (matters: didi’ not progress مه‎ 
smoothly; at this ‘meeting as is their 
wont. James Могйпеви, a leader among 
| Uni arians гарад, arose and. advocated 
tHe’ 0 Ptanice ° of’ the’ gift. He 
baset his remarks upon: the ground that 
an endowme t of an institution of the 
kidd proposed, had a tendency to tie the 
faith) of the people for all time to the 

dian creed, as then held, which, he 
argued Was. as great а calamity as could 
befall , the church, the chief glory of 
which |was that it grew with and adapted 
С to tbe | increased intelligence and 
new 


lowers; А hundred thousand dollars, 


devoted to the purpose proposed, would |: 
م0‎ 8 pérpetusi bribe to the church not to 


changé its views or, altar its opinions, |. 


whereas the interests of humanity lie in 
the direction! of progress as well in reli- 
gion'as in the mechanie ‘arts. Мг. Mor- 
tineau тол | the day. The ‘gift’ was’ 
declined. ۹8 every where 
may. | Justly ibe ‘proud 7 of' {Һе 
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HAVE dis old TRR h 
тасу gathered around thé Jo urnal | office 
` and neighed down the lonerous burden 
which it was .sought to linjpose проп 
“them? 25 


Тнк-оггап of Democracy pure and un- 

“ adulterated, аз exemplified (ний saueti- 
fled in the action of the ànciént Board of 
Commissioners, gives forth this morning 
not one single melodious пф te in honor 
of the good old days: "Oh,/ dear, what 
ean the matter be?" i 


ONE the great railroad inagrintes of 
ihe day, is lost to the world, jn the dehth 
of Horace Clark, son-in-law of Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, and President of, innumera- 
ble railroad corporations. Не was a man 
of immense capacity for. business. He 
was in political life, and served twice. as 
a member of Congress beford he turned 


His ‘attention | (0 railoads. А 
lawyer by profession. he һай not 
met - with апу very great 


pecuniary success previous to his aban-^ 


 doning that occupation for railroads. 
His marriage to the daughtel of Vander- 
bilt was his first great stride to fortune. 


Atrain will leave Terre Haute foi 
between 9 and 10 A. M., returning at 
evening. й ~ 

Fearing that rome om tssionn migi 
no special invitations, ure sent, ех 
parents of pupils. 1 

SISTERS OF PROV 
[City papers цору.}., 
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Men bave so long considered their 


1944. 


EEO AHI RIDA RRA RAR 
main the same as now, If women stood LOGARSPOR' 
on the.selfanme plane us themselves. 5 

Women have go long been told A sd E cae 
nre superior beings, that many of them, Жн "ш! 
if Chas ean Moon ddl a bonnet” and Crawfordsville and! Sout! 
n Ince saeque or shawl, believe it, and | ды Өзал к=, 
deport themselves accordingly. , Women | E 
are superior only when their education БАХГЕЛУУАЛ 

1. 


and innate common sense and purity of 
1 


We love all women with such a pure 
and tender love thatit pains usto see 
any woman regardless of her true misslon 
Modesty, in fhe possession of either. tal- 
ents or wealth їв becoming to women— 
and doesn't hurt a man when he ін poa- 
sessed of it. . 

The true way to find what progress we 
are making, is by comparing the past 
with the present. How does our cause 
compare in numbers or respectability 
with twenty years ago? ow mueh 
more work for the cause is being done 
now than ten years ago? We get fair 
reports of our meetings now. We get 
“respectful eonsideration" whenever we 
hold a convention, and it із a great point 
gained. 

'The politieal parties are standing in 
fear nud trembling, waiting, in politl- 
cians’ phrase, to see “which way the eat 
Many journals Keep respectful 
silence, who a few years ago were loud 
in denunciation of this “outrageous 
idea," which was, according to them, 
against Christianity and an invention of 
the devil. 

As we are marching on slowly but 
surely to victory, we are teaching both 
women and men what to do, how to best 
use this liberty wien it is gained. Letit 
not come too soon, or our brains might 
grow dizzy, and we might seem too far 
in the possession of our new-found lib- 
erty. | 

Earnest, active, energetic work із 
needed, both by persuasive eloquence and 
active pens. It needs to be pressed home 
to the Supreme Court of the United 
States. | 

It is hardly safe for that venerable 
body to repeat the Dred Scott decision 
more than once in a century, or public 
opinion may, asin that case, reverse 
thelr decision. А. В. С. 
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Prescription for Cholera. 

‘Lhe following prescription was adopted 
by the!College-of Physicians in Phila- 
delphia, іш 1866. It has been repeatedly 
published, but, as it stood the test of 
many years of experience, it will bear 
republication at this time., It is regarded 
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by many as probably the very best ргв- ; 

scription that can be used for cholera in | Every morning on arrival of trai 

its incipient stages: - Weat on the Toledo, Wabash & W 
"Laudanum, 2 ounces; spirits of cam- | У: = 


phor, 2 ounces; tincture- of capsicum, 1 
ounce ; essence of peppermint, 2 ounces; 
tincture of ginger, 1 ounce; | Hoflinan's 
anodyne, 2 ounces. If the anodyne, can 
not be;rendily obtained, substitute sule 
phuric] sather—half the quantity. Mix 
thoroughly, and shake well every time 
it is used.’ Glve or take from ‘ten to 
twenty;-five drops, according to age, con- 
dition and violence of attack. Repeat 
every twenty minutes till relief is ob- 
tained. Іп а desperate case take a 
tablespoonful ‘at 'odce. "Take Шо ‘an 
equal quantity of water, and lie on 
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idea in a few yenrs Is situply 811 77 
bility. , Nothing so radically ns the 
changes we purpose, сап be accepted by 
men who with lifelong prejudices and 
education, not to say religion,are against 
їЇїс 
wives und children as thelr propérty, it is 
simply impossible for many of them to 
recognize that the family relation, may re- 


soul makes them ao. 


jumps." 


teelings for anything. Age haa Ия priv- 
Перен, nud weakness makes most elo- 


quent appeals for merey. 
БЕР 


Ми. HEINER'S article, in reply to the 
strictures in yesterday's GAZETTE, upon 
the charges of the architect for the Court 
House plans, is published in to-day’s pu- 
It is shorter than those of his 
chief and will well pay perusal. The po- 
taken by МЕН, are not alto- 
gether happily chosen, and /are defended 
with more warmth than diseretion, which 

the warmth—is, perhaps, natural in 
one who was to have been the elerk con- 
duetor of the enterprise. This statement 
of fret is madein explanation of his-zeal, 
not by way of answer to his argument, 
for we are not of those who believe that 
twice two is not four, because it. happens 
to be asserted. by an indvidual who is 
personally or peeuniarily interested in 
such eonelusion. 

Мг. Heiner is mistaken: when һе 
اس‎ ۱١ سه‎ ٤ place the GAZErTE in the atti- 
tude of?zlimposing the duties of an Em- 
peror upon his chief. We do not want 
an Emperor. Would not know what to 
do with an Emperor if we had one. 
Would much prefer an elephant to such 
an agile creature, and a full-blown Em- 
peror would be mueh moreof a burden 
upon pur hands. Least of all would we 
desire a З per cent. Emperor. In all se- 
riousnes, however, the duty which we 
wishell to impose on Mr. Vrydagh, was 
none өг than that which ін self-im- 
posed, we are glad to believe, upon many 
citizens, He was a free agent. He could 
have made a plan, or failed to make а 
plan for the Court House, as he pleased, 
without violating any law. The inti- 
mate knowledge which Mr. V. himeelf, 
and the G@QAZEFrE correspondent show, 
with reference to the authority of the 
Commissioners to order n Court House 
built without the consent or approval of a 
single tax payer in the county, betrays ۵ 
knowledge of the unrelenting and bitter 
opposition of the mass of the people to that 
enterprise. When, therefore, һе com- 
menced to draw the plans (от the Vigo 
vounty Court House, he knew that while 
ho was acting under the cover of the law, 
it was in open opposition to tbe will of 
the people. We do not believe legal and 
right are synonyms. It was legal for the 
Commissioners to build a Court House, 
and nothing could have stopped them, 
had not that body overreached itself 
һу golug aboutitin an illegal way, nev- 
ertheless it was aot right for them to try 
to do it when they kuew the overwhelms 
ing sentiment of the people in opposi- 
tion, No more was Mr. Vrydagh right. 
He may succeed іп wringing from un 
unwilling people the ridiculously small 
sum-—when the maguitude of the work la 
considered—-of $7,500. Ordinarily the 
people of this county would scorn to 
haggle™with a laborer about his wages. 
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‘dear old heart, wo wouldn't hurt its 
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the back quietly or іп و‎ 
sitting posture, With #8 
supported, till it has ful] opportu 
work. Carry a small. vigl-ini the 
with a few lumpa оѓ: ће асов 
which to drop it, іш фе used in 
emergencies.” | 
----- е اسوه‎ 
Send Henry А, Wise to Congr 
From the "New York Sun, 
Alexander H. Btephens ін nut 4 
have it all Ма отп way їр 1 
moldy abstractions and consti: 
metaphysics through the med 
newspaper articles, which requi 
measured by the rod, Henry. 
has’ entered the lists as a соп. 
and everybody knows that in 
partment of ‘words, words; 
Wise i8 a match for Btephens 
other man. | 
Some fogy or satirist happ 
speak the other day of Wise “ач 
date for Governor of Virginia at ! 
ing election. Confirmed by thi 
singular opinion that be was 
dead, Wise aroused himeelf, selz 
and wrote a letter to the newspa| 
or tive columns опе, filled witl 
sitions on all көгін ot- topica, but 
devoted to, questions tbat Ба 
ground to powder and blown 
winds by the events of the ‹ 
years which һауе passed since V 
the first chosen Governor of the 
minion. | 
— وس‎ ә-© .ال‎ 


4 A Much Buried Man. 


Can't the Assoaiaied Press 
suaded to let the late Minister Oi 
into bia grave without boring ot 
ple to death about him ۶ do: 
that the Associated Press has 
specialty of posthumous honor 
ister Orr мава verytgood fan, at 
as eminent as any, ‘South, Carol; 
but we do not perceive that. ther 
particular reason in that, Гог. ba 
000,000, of people every day. for.,p 
of a year. Respect for the. distin 
dead’ts proper, but. distingulahed 
fer „the sensitive and! sensible..] 
AS thing. thatiought., to. be 
ered. 2 | | 
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Tu Meteor 18 в small ‘newap 
lished by the. pgtlenta.in the 
Asylum of) Tüscalóósa, "Alabam 
editor, local "codtifbutors, “бга 
and ргевз ет аф all Int ties ut 
ment, Тін ейішгінін” ѓевеотЫв t 
the New York Herald, savb "th 
are heavier and display more the 
St. Lout Democrat. н 
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е We are not astonished thiat Mr. Helner 
believes (һас might makes right.” | It Їн 
the watch word of the whole raid upon 
the county ytreasury. It! fe, however, a 
matter of! surprisé that his candor should 
have led him to’ a confession of it.. Not 
“iy it right," not "is it for the public 
good," not! "is It what the people 
want," but; “can we make them 
take it and éliarge them ойг price (дг it,” 
have we the might. ‘These are the talis- 
manic words with which) they intended 
opening ше treasury... This is a good 
eode for # highway robber, and might 
serve а band of ‘Indians, but we object 
decidedly to itd introduction Into civil- 
ized НӨ. | *t v! | | 

As to the worthlessness 
we 1٧10٧ 0) nothing’ so worthless ‘and 
nothing 4 expensive, ан ШЕШСІН опе 
dóes ot want or need." We commend 
Mr. Heiner to the study of the wrath of 
Mr. Toodles, who roundly swore at Mre. 
T. who persisted іп buying“ doer plate 
with the name Thompson! on it, because 
it would be во handy if. they should ever 
have a idaughter анд! |that daughter 


| of the plans, 


г | 417 should ever. marry aman by the name of 
Ви how about that case Ч 


Thompson, Thompson with a p in it. 


WOMEN, | 


The Woman Suffrage Cause as it Exists 
: at Prosent, 
Editori Terre Наше Evening Gazette: 
We are frequently met with the ques- 
tion, "What good do!yotr woman suf- 
frage conventions do?” | ү 
The impression prevails because we do 
not rouse the country and crente a per- 
fect furore of enthusiasm for woman's 
rights, that we are sowing seed on barren 
ground. We would remind the enemies 
of the cause, or the down-hearted friends, 
that the tree which stands the storms of 
ages is of slow growth.! -While we are 
pereuading the men of the country that 
it ia their duty, In this age of the world's 
growth aud; advancement, to confer the 


franehise. upon. woman, at the same 
time were educating the women of the 
country to fit themselves for the posi- 
tions and places now ,apening for them, 
Bach Ану is seeing woman more de- 
serving of the elective ‘franchise. Each 
duy is seeing more women deairing it. 
All the women who would gladly wel- 
come the news that equality of woman 
in all positions ot life—civil, religious 
and social -had been recognized, aud 
was published to the world, do not take 
part in the conventions. x қ 

То many а weary sou! comes the re- 
porta of our conventions like the “shad- 
ow of s great rock in a weary land.” 

Many an humble patient woman #8 
It “Qod speed," und their patient, уе! 
hopeful; counsel, nerves us when we 
meet thb enemies of our cause. Gener- 
ally, however; the enemy lights tho In- 
dian fashion, behind some friendly sa- 
loon or street Corner, or draws itself up 
behind [the bara of Ин cage, }robed 10 
furs and Ппегу and prides itself ou ita re- 
speotability. ИТІ? ! 

No cause of any importaned has suc- 
ceeded «quickly. To educate|the men 
and моо of this country to any new 
idea in h few years Ја simply.ah,imposel- 
bility. | Nothing so radically. ан the 
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Тик Journal promises to overwhelm’ 
Rha GAZETTE by an array, of facts and, fig- 
ures, in relation to the economy. of Demi- 
ocratieofliclaIu as compared with Hepub- 
lican, which will make us'**how],"'. If the 
Journal can't make a tavorable showing 
with such ۵ standard, then there ought to 
be soine howling. We will howl, Correct, 
— Evening Organ. 
Bully for you. 
in Court?— - |; 


Are sorry, but really cannot say. А 
plentiful lack of cases in court, was the 
most fruitful source of discomfort expe- 
rience in that connection, 


Тик secret Ja out. All has beech told. 
TLe Journal roundly asserts that the 
preserjt complexion of the Commission- 


ers! Court is not Democratic, and that’ 
C the 


old Court was a sound orthodox 
body, and that its conduct deserved, the 
commendation, and received the support 
of, the Democracy. Is this piece of 
organ playing In tune? Is it according 
to programme? Will the persons who 
formerly compored that once: honored 
party join inthe chorus, or sing to such 
\music? Will any set of men iu. this 
eounty come before the people pointing 
to the record of the old Commissioners’ 
Court as a glorious example which they 
will prayerfully follow? Pshuw, doth a 


' corrupt tree bring forth good fruit? 


Wir, tho Journal explain? Was the old 
Board of County Commissioners an tor- 
одох Democratic” body ? What is tho 
new ? Can a a be relied on in the 
Couture to hold up to the sample given by 
the old Commissioners! Court.—Gazelle, 

The Democracy will до ita duty in 06 
future, notwithstanding the aay но of tho 
٨٢ ۸ 7,۳٣ ٣٣ nogdle—Journal. 

Yen, exactly. But don't you see what 
we want to know ін, the Democratic con- 
ception of duty ? If it is that the public 
business should be attended to as It has 
һу the old , Commissioners, .very well. 
Wedo not complain, Ошу {һе assur- 
ance that it will do its duty makes the 
necessity of plauting the myrtle and ivy 
over']ts tomb more imperative.. 

Ан to the symptoms of injured. 1nno- 
сепеу whieh our cotemporary. shows, 
thoy қейсто uo surely. “Wisy; blces ite 
dear Qld beart, we wouldn't hurt Ин 
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thirty negroes had all they could attend |. ` 


He couldn't have 76. 


The вате! 


The men sweat] ` 


As we are Soon to experience a heated |: 
term, the following specific against sün- |. 


DTU ә) ОП‏ سرو وژژلر 
һе һе оп the point‏ 
a knife-blade by. a nervous шан.‏ 


of 
The 


to to keep ùp with his new oaths and 
roll on the casks. Without any cessa- 
tion they bobbed from the shore to. the 
boat, and from the boat back to the alee) 
and all the while this Mississippi el 
tionist danced around and swore. When 
Ї got on the boat I sat down on my bag- 
gage and watched that man. 

Being x resident of New England, I 
thought I knew something of wickedness, 
‘but I was mistakén. The negroes were 
uniformly dressed іп pants, shirt and 
hat. Бопе of the hats were ornamented 
with different colored ribbons; othera 
again contained but a simple brass plate) | 


—the trade | mark of a+» retired 
fruit can. Beauty unadorned | is 
adorned | the most. > They. were 


driven like sheep, first to the shore, then 
back to the boat. Тһе least hesitation, 
the slightest misstev, was noted by the 
orator and promptly incorporated into 
his discourse. 
more familiar were they his own fathers, | to 
which it {s not likely they were. 

"After getting through at the dock, 
the boat! moved up to the coal: yard. 
The coal was brought on in boxes with 
handles 46 each end. Each box соп- 
tained two and a half bushels, and was 
carried by two men. Six. hundred 
bushels were thus taken on. 
amount of bustle and .vehemence ‘o¢cur- 
red in this transaction. 
like April, and appeared to be ready to 
drop at every trip, but the Mate hurled 
tonics at them, and kept them up. W hen 
his throat got sore he used his boot, and 
used іб іа that, whole-soled way peoullar 
to the Mississippi boatmen. . 

“The negroes receive $1 a dày and their 
victuals. 1 should think they would | go 
to some city, and get into a store.” 


Еа 
How to Prevent Sunstroke. 


stroke may save from illness , ог · death 
many whose occupation obliges them to 
be in the field or out upon the streets: 


'Abouta year`sincè I зау in a news-|. 


paper an „account of a.case ot sunstroke, 
written b theparty himself; After suf- 
fering a long time with the attack, and 
having toa considerable degree recov: 
һе” experienced, suffering even from 


rays of the moon. This led. Him 
to the reflection that it was |. 
not ` al (ther the heat of the sun 


that produced prostration. After much 
research, һе discovered that the injury 
came from ‘the: chemical ; i ray,’ and hot 


80 
greatly honored him, can hardly appre- 
elate the outraged feelings of their Brit- 


то una ите” sphere of activity in the 
rather than 
concern-; 
the 
Americans, in full posses+ 
sion of a ruler whose days are laboriously, 


direction of suppression 
publication of the . facts 
ing the peceadilloes 
royal loafer. 


of 


spent in the performance of the arduous 
duties of his high office, and whose 


nights are devoted to hard study of ٢ 


rent politics and іп devising methods о 
benefitting the people who have 


ish compeers. 


А Matter of Conscience’ 


Mr. Viydagh explains, in a card pub- 
lished in the Journal of this morning, 
the rules which govern the American 
Institute of Architects, to which he be- 
longs, and by the schedule of prices of 
which he states that he was governed in 
his charge against the county for his 
The rules and 
schedule of prices of this organization, 
һе compares with those of the Indiana 
Association and the Foreign Institute, 
than both of which, he shows its prices 
Mr. Y. promises the pub- 

In it 
eharge 
happens to be just 37,500. This sum ‘is 
2}, nor 3, nor 34, nor б per 
cent. of $259,000, and these are the’ rates 
the American Institute charges, accord- 


| lans of the Court House. 


to be cheaper. 
lic another article ou the subjeot. 
he should explain how his 


neither 1, nor 


ing to his statement. But itis not with 


the rates.of the American Institute that 


the people are finding fault, and had 
they wanted a Court House, and had 


there been some competition in the هام‎ 


sentation of plans for its building, гапа 
finally, bad it-been satisfactorily built, 
the architect’s bills would have been 
pald as cheerfully. as any other. 
Mr. V. has not done, 
perhape, what an organization of his pro- 


X 


. Not ‘that 


`. fessional brethren would have: charged 


the ваше amount for, but that they. are 
paying, $7,500 for something utterly 
‘worthless Ito them іа the’ com- 
Paint. There із а feeling that 
Mr. V? 0087 وب‎ to have, given; his 
^^ professional 86۴۱668 vo- ~.work, зо evie 
dently not desired by his Геом пажа. 


from the heat Тау. He was guided| to 


"the taxpayers of the county.’ This,’ of | graph observing the fact that" & photo- 


vld. d 
course, has no legal weight. If а legal | low ben Або шү, he lined his bat 
ә | 


- 


E] 
1 


ж 


with two linings- 
to arrest the the 
green'to arresti; 

pared, be went W. 
were most interne: 
Itis well 7 
dom or nevef sit 
his skin overl t 
orange-yellow| m 
for the fact. Lip 
gestion ‘all last 

with green,:and 
"апа had confide: 
of the theory.to 
which I had neve 
tioned it to many 
in many cases; tl 
servation, they и 
the oppressive he 
head was muchir 


SS ee 


They Are 


Lizzie наа. Бу 
ago, entered the 
(Mich.) Republicc 
afterward. went 
Journal office, а: 
have earned from 
per week. Егог 
have supported tl 
keepers have live 
taken musie, gav 
ing of the Bap 
Creek, and have: 
unmarried. "|! 


кер "Applied Ul 
The local edit 
| changes has a bur 
lows: ‘Delingue 
not permit their 0 
paper for'a bustle. 
due.on it, there i 
cold.” у | 


| 


Хо Won 

An Iowa Justice 
to fine а тап ‘for 
her will, because’ 
into court, he. рая 

the arms of hisicb: 


! 


һег himself. | 
} 3" 1 
Terre На 


БЭЛ 


۸ “4111 tal Tk 
FLOUR—Per bar 
Wan шилэх it 

e IPFT 19905931 үн. 
|, POT. ES е] 
| CORN MEALS? 

“ВОТТНБЕ--Рекрс 

FRGGS—Par.doke: 


oney to which, ‘according 


Терайу ae ور‎ credit! of the 
peoplé (о! the’ payment of a certain 


|som upon; the, performance of. certain 
| work by bim, and that: work’ has been 
“done according to the contract, though 


the bargain "were fifty times as бай a one 
as it is, and the sentiment of the people 
had been /unanimously against ít, they 
will give-Mr.-V., with -all:their heart, 


١ [the $7,500, which, with all. their heart, 
they “ош not give him if they could: 


help themselves.: They will try and 
pick sqme' flaw іп the contract, seeking, 
if possible, some escape from. this onerous 


expense... Мог must Mr. V. complain if 


some анж point shall deprive him 
of. thé mey it 
ing-toa Ac estimate of professional вег- 


“| vice, he 19 entitled. Relying as strictly 


upon thé; letter of the law, às did Shylock 
in his contract :with Antonio, ‘when 
he involved his fellow-citizens in an ex- 
pense which they did not wish to incur, 


Mr, V. must stand’ the hazard'of- his in- 
.erference, and get nothing, if, by a 


Portia-liké interpretation of the law, he 
cau be stopped. They who appeal to the 
law to enforce contracts ‘must abide by 
the law. | | me 


5 


Lovability Not. All of; Woman's Ability. 
London Letters to Cincinnati Commercial. | 


, The President of the Royal: Philolog- 


‘ical Society has, by the way, just put 


forth, in | pamphlet form; ап address 


which contains a warm tribuce to- the 


Scholastid/ability of women. The occa. 
sion of this manifesto was a communica- 
tion received from Dr. Wagner,.of Ham- 
burg, in the course of which: he casually 
remarked; ‘We do not work like ladies, 
but like rien mindtul of a serious pur- 
pose." ХҮһегеоп the President ( Alexan- 
der J. Ellis, F. R. S.,) said: “Our friend 
Dr. Wagner, guages women’s work by 
the old standard; but when we find 
а lady like Miss Anna Swanwich, 
translating ZEschylus ; another, like Miss 
Stockwell) takiag the first Greek prize at 
Antioch College, United States, against 


and another; like Miss White, solving a 


problem in mathematics in which fif- |: 


teen hundred male students had failed— 
we шау remember, past times, when Ну- 
patia taught at Alexandria,or morerecént 
days, when Mrs. Somerville translated 


Board, made a legal contract with him, 


. е Evening Gazetie 


all the seven hundred young men there; 


: 


مہ سپ 


OFFICE: NORTH FIFTH ST., near Main. | 


he DAILY GAZETTE is published every after- 
noon, except. Sunday; and sold,by the currl-) 


ne 8 івапеа every 
day, ana contains all the best matter of the, 
віх daily issues. The WEEKLY GAZETTE ia! 
the largest paper printed in Terre Haute, and | 
is soldi for: Jné'copy. per year, 61,50; | six 
months, 75c; three ménths, 40e. Al 
scriptious must be paid for in advance. The 
paper will. inyariabr , be discontinued at ex- 
piration of time, , 9177 ] ! 
For Advert Rates see third page. 
Address ail letters, 2р 
BALL & DICKERSON. | 
' :\Gazerrs, Terre Haute, Ind.; 


"—————————— ——— 
THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 1978/72 
WILL the Journal explain? Was the 
old Board of County Commissioners: ай! 
“orthodox Democratic” body ? : What is 
the new? Can Democracy be. relied on 
in the future to hold up to the sample 
given by the old Commissioners! Court? 
a 

PERSQNS contemplating suicide and all 
others having any reason to believe that 
suspicious circumstances connected with 
their decease will са! ог an inquest, will 
confer a favor upon their fellow-citizens’ 
of this county by expiring elsewhere, 
until some arrangement is made about 
post mortems. 


the GAZETTE by an array of facts and 
figures, in relation to the economy of, 
Democratic officials ая compared with: 
Republican, which will make us “howl.?’; 
If the Journal can’t make a favorable 
showing with such a standard, then there! 
ought to be some howling. We will howl.) 
Correct. ' 


Bunstroke," taken from an.exchange, is 
printed in to-day's issue. As will Бе 
seen, it proposes to arrest the chemical 
ray of the sun’s light—the injurious one-- 
! aw 
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BREIN{IG’ FULI 


Will accompany tbe excursior 
now be had at Hertlett a.Co.’s 1 
either of the undersigned and at 
pot tieket office. Purchase 1161 


tering the cars, : 

ROBERT VAN 
| JAMES O'MAI 
‘JAMES K, ALI 

WARREN DA 
Transportatio 


GRAND РІС. | 


FAIR GRO! 
EN | 


The Ancient Order. 
Workmen 


Will give a Grand Pic-Níc at th 
near this city, on 


, SATURDAY, J 0 


e 7 EC will be vs fi 
Depot to the Gronnds during 
table of which "m be. publishe 


Fare, Бопай Trip, * 


° Prof. Bre{nig’s excelient Ban: 
paged ‘for the otcasion. jo: 
ime is Табу expeoted; 
to attend. 
No intoxicating liquors will b 
on the grounds. | \ 
short Addresses explanator: 
and alms of the Order, will | b: 
EE соле) 200 W. Rumsey 


e The 184 les: аге lapocínlly invit 
вэ ‘The. DavisiFamily will be 


vor: go ون‎ ТЕ some 3 t 
music. 4 


Millig 0 ҮТ 


' سا هر 
ELA‏ 7 
-ON TREY‏ | 


" 0: у, 


Logansport Crawforday 
' Webtern Railr< 


Favorable. arrangements can 
nse of this Grov and for|trains 


N 


N 


FOR PICNI 


these maybe gotten up by inconsiderate, 


JEUGENE T. HEINER. 1 a 
Excarsion Parties, 5 


| Liverpool Market. 
LrvErRrFOOL, June 99, - 
- FLOUR---276 6d(328s 6d. 
WHEAT--Winter, 12s 2d;.Milwaukee, 
110128; California white, 11@12s;. ° 
CORN—26s 6d. 
ВЕЕЕ--81в 6d. 
PORK—62s. 
“ВАСОХ--378, 
LARD—39s. 
ТАТЛ,ОУУ--418 6d. - 
—————— Ыл». 
А Card from Vrydagh’s Young Man. 
Editors Evening Gazette: i 
In your issue ‘of yesterday, with the 
heading of your article “А Matter of 
Conscience," you would like to impose 
ion Mr. Vrydagh the duty of an Emperor 


—that is, to regulate Commissioners, to 


4 


беп them to. build court houses or not. 


NItbink Mr. Vrydagh will neyer care 
to\mind other’s business. The Commis- 
|sloners are the elect'of the people, and 
ought to know what they аге about. It 
would be immensely cheeky for him to 
turn them out of his office. ‘This eternal 
dilemma of opposition to any publie | en- 
iterprise wilh always exist, the strongest 
carry their \point, that’s all—“might 


[makes right.” It is brutal, I admit, but 
‘we can’t help it, 10 is the battle of life 
A ANN If\ Mr. Vrydagh was 

rule Commissioners,- his "last 


duty would be to appeal to the people. 
This he is just now, considering, as he 
bas received to-day; orders for two Court 
Houses, quite important structures, 
“upon. that schedule,” and 06 
the strictest principlés of justice (five per |. 
cent.) The poor architect bas such a 
dread of réscinding orders that he will, 
appeal to: the people of those: counties 
first, to know if they want these Court 
Houses or not. (Don’t you think so, 
Messrs. ‘editors ?) NG 

Ву the way, don't be so inconsiderate 
as tosay that the Vigo Court House plans |: 
are worthless, They are good for the 
next fifty years.. Worse plans’ than 


Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, $7, 500 equals 3 per eent. of 
$250, 000. 


The Terre Haute Savings Bank ex- 
tends to persons of small. means a safe 


place where their small savings may be 
Annncttad wit narfant i слот with a 


| destroyed. The, total 
1,000 ¢ total insurance 


rought under control 
is. morning. A steamer 
done from Galesburg 
or. The total number 
yed is forty-nine. Four 
gs were burned, the 
snd the losses and in- 
in the first dispatch. 


w Xork City. 

ne20.—The Hon. Hor- 
l'Enown In connection 
rests, died in this city. 
ümatism of the jeart;; 
of his age. He was 
Anancial, railroad and 
id his death will. cause 
rge circle of acquaint. 
resident of the Lake’ 
| Pacific railroad com- | 
gely interested іп Wall, | 
па was the son-in-law 
7anderbilt. Не was a 
om New York in the 
l'hirty-BSixth Congress, 
irement from politics 
lentified with business | 
ity, гапа the railroad. 
e State. 


84. Louis. 
20.—The-Globe, of. кыв 
‚а letter from Charles 
it of the St. Louis Mu- 
ce Company, іп reply 
irectors, requesting his 
| panacea forthe embar- 
ifficulties surrounding 
of the company. Mr. 


resign individually, but. 


mpany with the entire 
eting іп the mean- 
od of electing succes- 


(| 
ر‎ Às] 


Illinois. 
June 19,—The' ‘Supreme 
at Mt. Vernon, has ad- 
Walker passed: through 
iome; and he speaks in 
| of. 2 0086 Craig. Не 
ion that the new mem- 
dn. Len of ability to 
"Ho have ever occupied 


also: contradicts е | 


jm here, to the effect 
‘oposed to resign in con- 
ence's defeat. 


Cincinnati. 


ina 90. Пр моа ahatlara 


{ aded سوت‎ 


8:6: 06 606 
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The Court 
House Square 


The Court House Square was the center of 
community life in early Terre Haute. When 
this photograph was taken, the Court 
House was only a few years old. While the 
bust of Col. Richard Thompson stands on 
the lawn, the Civil War monument had not 
yet been constructed. This photograph was 
embellished by an artist, particularly evi- 
dent on the pavement and the surround- 
ings. The exterior of the building is little 
changed today, except for removal of the 
north stairway. 
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Vigo County Courthouse, 
symbol of dignity & stability 
to people of Terre Haute 
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And, іп а more and more 
critical area of concern, smoke 
issuing from the heating plant 
stack presents some difficulty 
to county officials dedicated to! 
reduction of air pollution. The, 
plant burns just under $4,000 
worth of coal per year. 

A local clergyman was} 
prompted to write in response)! 
to the first article in this se- 
ries on the Courthouse, “АП is 
not historic architecture, im-: 
posting edifice, по maties how 
glittering. All is not a bed of 
roses . . ." as he went on 10 
complain of 5... the black 
belching | courthouse smoke 
stack . . ." Some county offi- 


cials advise that they “. . . have 
been trying for years . . ." to 
get a change in this area of 
| сопсегп and hope to realize im- 
provement in the near future. 

And the future, near or dis-| 
tant, is where these and other! 
‘questions about the Courthouse 
ҮШ be answered. 


115 recognized by more than one 
;publie official who might prefer, 
right or wrong, to have a newer 
| building. 

Other facts have to do with 
ithe usual considerations which 
jcome to mind in old buildings 
‘versus new. The Courthouse is 
lone of those sturdy old struc- 
tures and, as some say, “Тһеу 
don't build them like they used 
to." 

Still, this sturdy old struc- 
ture requires an annual expend- 


liture of about $5,000 for main- 
itenance plus occasional extra 
expense for major items of up- 
|keep and remodeling. 

Тһе sandblasting project 12 
[years ago, which included some 
needed work on windows, was 
laccomplished for about $45,000. 
One court remodeling project 
topped that by about $10,000 and 
other expenditures in lesser or 
greater amounts are part of the 


Continued On Page 26, Col. 1. 


єзї COURSE RT. کک‎ 
continuing cost of the Court- 
house. It may or may not be 
considered excessive, depending 
on who is figuring and on what 
basis comparisons are made. 

Other major expenses are in 
the offing. 

Among the most recent cries 
for additional space, a regular 
feature on the general Court- 
house agenda, is that of the 
treasurer’s office. General ac- 
tivity, plus what is becoming an 
annual crash program to get 
tax statements out after delayed 
rate certification by the state, 
have brought the appeal to the 
Board of Commissioners. 

Tentative plans call for a 
possibly major reshuffling of! 
some offices on the ground and 
second floors. Some expense 
will have to attend. 

Another item of potential ex- 
pense has to do with the single, 
Slow and sometimes inoperative 
elevator. While it's better than 
walking up and down the wide 
and worn marble staircases, the 
pace of the lift and uncertain- 
ties attached to its service do! 
not match modern times. Even| 
with an operator at the con- 
trols, the elevator seems to 
demonstrate a mind of its own 
in skipping calls on one floor or 
another and, as occurred re- 
cently, refusing to open one or 
both of its doors. 

Still another area of future 
budget concern is the heating 
plant. The coal stoker - fired 
boilers in а building across 
Ohio St. from the Courthouse 
have evolved in the gradual 
change from fireplace heat pro-! 
vided originally. 

While many of the fireplaces 
have been sealed off, several 
remain operative—and welcome 
during cold snaps. Some of- 
fices without the built-in addi-: 
tional source of heat have to 
rely on electric heaters to sup- 
plement the heat supply at least} 
occasionally. | 


! 


Francis Vigo Бен 

His expression, and the slight: 
emphasis on the article, capital- 
ized both words. For he had 
reference to the Francis Vigo 
Bell which chimes the hour in 
the Courthouse Dome. ‘The 
Bell” is a story in itself. Briefly, 
as accounted by Bauer, the man 
for whom Vigo County was 
named appreciated the honor 
jand, as the first provision of 
| his will, provided that а bell| 
‘should be cast and placed in| 
е Vigo Courthouse Dome to 
ring out his gratitude on through 
|the ages, the cost to be covered: 


‘by his estate. 


Unfortunately, he had no es- 
‘tate, at least not for many 
years, In earlier times of af- 
fluence, Vigo had financed gov- 
‘ernment sponsored exploration: 
of what is now the Midwest, | 
ithen a frontier. But, his fortune 
| вопе, he was unable to secure 
‘repayment and died in obscur- 
ity. It wasn't until about three 
generations after his death that 
his claim was honored by the 
United States Congress, making 
8 possible that his will be ful- 
filled. 

In the meantime, the original 
Courthouse had fallen into dis- 
repair and was slated for de- 
struction. So, the Vigo Bell 
jwaited for completion of the 
new Vigo County Courthouse. | 
Some years later the Courthouse 
clock stopped. The bell was 
silent until the 1930’s when re- 
pairs restored its voice. 

Bauer’s second thought 
prompted by the Courthouse 
was of a neighboring structure, 
Memorial Hall, 219 Ohio St.,|! 
which also has a story all its 
own. Originally it was a bank 
and, as was the custom of the 
time, issued currency backed by 
the bank. In fact, according to 
historian Bauer, that the form of 
currency, with the Spanish sil-| 
ver piece, comprised the basis 
of the economic structure 
throughout what then was the 
West. And, the local bank was 
one of the very few which re- 
deemed its currency 100 cents 
on the dollar when the practice 
ceased, he reports. 

And the factor that puts both 
the old bank building and the 
Courthouse together in Bauer's 
brain is the fact that he has 
what is reputed to be the only 
remaining $1 ЫШ from that 
bank in private possession. The, 
other three still in existance be-: 
ing preserved in the Courthouse | 
cornerstone, he reports. 

That cornerstone апа the 
stone blocks carefully placed 
around and on top of it 85 years 
ago are held together with senti- 
ment as well as cement. 

And one of the hard and cer- 
tain facts about the future of 
the Courthouse is the fact that 
the cement probably will fail 
before the sentiment does. Thi: 


Brooks said he and тз 56 
have visited many old court- 
houses while on vacation. “Тһеу 
tell you something about. the 
community — not only its his- 
lory — but something about/the 
people." 

Several one word replies were 
received when the reporter 
asked for the first thoughts en- 
gendered by the name of the 
main county building. 

John Kesler, local attorney 
and state legislator, experienced 
a symbolie reaction in keeping 
with his profession and political 
activities. He said, simply, 
“Law.” 

John Etling, high school art 
teacher and president of the 
Vigo - Clay - Sullivan Central 
Labor Council, pondered for just 
a moment, summing up his 
| mental picture with the word, 
“Antiquity.” He went on to ex- 
press the mixed emotions felt 
by many who have regard for 
|the landmark, but believe that 
| changing times require new fa- 
cilities. 
| Called Impressive 

"Impressive," was the one- 
word reply of several visitors in 
the building on private business. 
One woman, employed in an In- 
diana State University residence 
hall, spoke of the commanding 
appearance the Courthouse pre- 
Î sents over its surroundings as 


one of the newer ISU housing 
Structures. : 

Samuel E. Beecher Jr., а 
fourth generation lawyer апа 
json of former Terre Haute 
mayor and veteran attorney | 
Judge Sam Beecher,’ answered; 
уйп two words, “Му grand- 
father.” Sam said һе can't re- 
member his first visit to the old | 
Structure. *I was coming down 
here with him all the time when | 
I was barely old enough to 
walk." 

So, the younger Beecher is| 
among those whose close associ- 
ation with the building makes 
them stop and think about the 
Occasional cry to replace the, 
Courthouse. For one thing, he| 
has seen the change from the 
014, pretty much uncared for 
building to the present program | 
of daily attention and spot re- 
modeling. “Most of the іт-| 
provements in the building have 
been during the 28 years Гуе, 
been practicing law," the| 
younger Beecher recalls. | 

Attorney Lenhardt E. Bauer, 
former legislator, historian and 
Generalisimo of the Strawberry 
Hill Cannoneers, a leading fig- 
ure in the civic and social Ше, 
of the area for many years, also 
had a two-word response: “Тһе 
Belt." 


yiewed from an upper story of 
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Western Country" under date of J 
(13, 1816: “One mile above the ford | 
an excellent mill seat located by Majo 
Markle, which he intends soon tu ос 
cupy." "The following year he note 
het “Малағ Markle has. from renti 


Wabash and White river valleys]. 
(bounded on the north and east by the 
|810 o'clock line," on the west by the 
Wabash and on the south by the Vin-! 
cennes purchase of 1796, 

While the greater part his terri- 
tory was covered with а "ТбӨгезі, the 
density of which we can hardly con- 
ceive, the extreme northwestern por 
tion contained а number of treeless 
plains of extreme fertility lying ready 

| for the plow and to the pioneer mos 
desir 
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Tecumseh, who foresaw the oncom-| 
ing wave of migratory whites, threa 
ened death to any who attempted 
Survey the tract, but in 1814 and 1815; 
William Harris and Arthur Henrie 
completed their work and preparations 
were soon made for opening the land to 
settlers. a 
| In the summer of 1815, Abraham? 
Markle, a major in the Canadian Vol-/ 
,unteers, апа Joseph "Richardson, а 


ү 


JON 


¦ mazî trate -Cmfurio Cou Б» 
brace sie. p A A Т 


“оп horseback and were so impressed 5 
“by the land that they made immediate г Cana % ti 
Plans for removal and settlement herd? ۸و‎ and more especially ` t 

Major Markle was born іп Uls ! men now in Washingto 1 
County, New York, in 1769, but as ^ IS "isbie Biggar and | 4 
аз he attained his majority, removed 1 re citizens of most 1 tou 
western New York and in 1792 to Can nding in Canada before ich 
ada, where in the following 20 years he | = 15 Жарға, жесір . 7 ns a 
became the owner of considerable ргор- | dian Party Comes. enin 
erty near what is now the city of “Assured by the committee of fav te of 
Hamilton, Ontario. So successful and [able action, the party returned to же ce m 
representative did he become that he 16 : „а ووه‎ Ни? 
was commissioned member of the рго- | homes and began preparations for трее Ф 
vincial parliament for his district. oval to Indiana, Joseph Richard | ба 1: 
South Sends Settlers. 4 ntime in conjunction with ER 

Many of the early settlers of that 7 ins, who seemed {о have been Ti (rivi 
section were also born south of the | financial genius of the day, proceeding ae 
line and it has been charged that their ‘to secure assignments of the claims of E A l——— 
purpose іп entering Canada was to ‘such land: warrants 8s might be had. loma Sver ۱10807 7 1 | 
further annexation to the states. | Ty February, Markie. Richardson ап Kitchell seems to have been a bold 
Whether there was such a plan er nof, several others/crossbd the mountains to || speculator, for immediately after the 
Sir John G. Bourinot says in his “Ganz! "Ojeam Point, New York, on the Alle-|}sale we find him concluding a contract 
ХЭН Үй the Mer ра Eheny River where they built. three | with his rivals, меры оо Син 
of the province о pper Canada, there 3 ? | t and Thomas Bullitt, 67 alle 
Ез” however, an ^ American Жел flathoats and, loading their household] 
composed of people who had been 


3 : қ ود‎ land Jonathan Lindley whereby he as- 
0 putes Hey proceeded] signed his rights in his purchases to | 
brought into the country by the liberal Arriving at Pittsburgh im April, thoy! them and becomes thelr agent for the | 
grants of land made to settlers, and | гар heard of the passage March 5 08. improvement and sale of the lands and ж | 
who were not animated by the high the act providing for “their issues" of if then developed that he did not have 
sentiments of the Loyalists of 1782, ў e 


9 Ч ati : 2 the money to make the initial payment 
Thro people for some years prior «8 ата ца сон left thie c pani, and, required by the land cffice, so that the 
1812, were misled by political dema- ier Securing. the Warrants WEE uture “Proprietors of the Town of 
gogues like Wilcox and Markle.” і 8 1 


"nmi \ "erre Haute" аз they styled them- 
Kingsford in "History of Canada? E hastened across country to V Куел, ون هه‎ than وه ود نن‎ ШИ 
says: “There was a disloyal party ‘sibility of paying $32.13 per acre for the 
the House, the leaders of which were tract bounded by Seventh. Poplar and | 
Willcocks and Markle.” Again: "Оп locust streets on the East bank of the | 
the call of the House, on the 15th of iver, when land was selling all around | 
February, his name (Willcocks) aps 1 l them for $2. | 
pears as ‘deserted to the enemy’ іп cons However, following their contract be- 
nection with one Abraham Marcle.” | fween themselves and the one with 
In the proceedings of the Royal Soz 


Kitchell, on the 19th of September, ad- 
ciety gf, балада, for, Jal DM Сгиїй ertisements appeared in the Louisville 


*orrespondent, Liberty Hall at Сіпсіп- 
nati and the Western Sun at Vincennes 
оба male of lots at the. new town of 


VIGO. COUNTY PUBLIC Шү 


TERRE HAUTE, INDIANA 
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oe. Og —— 
^ Some day, the тта hope, there wilt} 
come tollght the real story of the 
reasons For the location of the town of 
Terre ‘Haute, but at present there 
jSeems tb be no foundation for the 
'various/ tales of the National Road 
crossing, which was then unheard of,| 
“ог the unhealthy location of “Old Terre 
Motel which he deems to have been| 
S myth. John Tipton notes under date 
f Oct; 3, 1811, in his more or legs 
phoenetie spelling "came to tare helt” 
(‘showing the name to have been here 
Jong before the settlement by the 
mbites and his location was practically 
at of our present waterworks plant 
1 David Thomas refers to “The Terre 
[Наше Prairie" in July of 1816, two 
The as before the proprietors formed 


Bair резе L 

1 either Markle nor Richardson 

deft us any notes of what they nho 

here the summer before, although we 

‘Know that they visited the fort and 
Mere entertained there while Markle 
as lookine for desirable locations for 

[в water mill, in the operation of which 

he was well founded, he having built 
ills which the writer found still 
orking in Canada last September. 

АП we can say at this time, is that 
‘the townsite gave promise of a future 
‘Prosperity that has been well fulfilled. 
% — cc 


етте Haute and a plat of the propose 
town was filed at Vincennes, then t 
county seat. 


New County Defined, 


L Following the sale on Oct. 80 and 31, 
of which the Sun saya, “lots to the 
value of upwards of $21,000 were sold," 
Bteps were taken in the Legislature at 
Corydon to lay out a new county 
known as Sullivan for the purpose of 
making use of a block shown on the 
(Plat of the town as “public Square,” 
However, others realized the value of 
ъ county seat and the village of Car- 
Ие was chosen, but nothing daunted, 
the next session of the Legislature was 
(called on to set out Vigo County from 


Terre Haute was rapid, the fertility of 
Иле soll, the absence of timber and 
‘underbrush making long preparation 


a перес inae Nattier: ааа ٠ 
David Thomas notes that on me ar. 
Jrival of Markle he found s field of gorr 
‘already growing on his land opposite, 
ithe fort, planted by some squatter w. 
"had preceded him. He also notes July 
8, 1816, a numerous settlement of 
abins from the fort two miles or 50! 
uth, but of these earlier immigrants: 
ere is left no trace, as they could 6 
о title to the land, their very presence 
eing forbidden until the land office; 
lopening should be announced by thel 
roclamation of the President, 
: Following the first sale of lots іп 
"October, 1816, a few cabins were built} 
‘and occupied: in 1817 the first tavern 
wag opened at the southeast corner of 
‘First and Wabash, where the Glorious 
Fourth was celebrated with toasts ава 
corn whisky and where later the 
“Masons organized their first lodge. 1 
Henry Redford, who built this old 
“Баріе and Lion" tavern, was of the 
first arrivals, his father dying on the 
Markle boat on their way from New 
ork, and it was by a peculiar circum- 
ce that he acquired the lot upon 
4 hich ke later built. 
` At the sale he bid in lot No. 193. but 
Mn filing out the bond the clerk made 
fan error and rather than change the 
leeven. to а, three,-Redford accepted lot 
o. 197 instead of the one a block 


- Truly, all Jots looked alike at that 
ime; though this was not the case with 
о double lots, one at Fourth апа 
oplar reserved for а, church, the other 
t Fourth and Eagle, reserved fo 
school. Though no title ever | 
“Хог these lets, the church lot pas 


into private hands through quiet title. 
proceedings as in our own day another, 
utlot also given by the pro- 
r a burying ground, which | 
by the city to the American: 
4 ео. doubt be 
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Keeping Record Straight. 


These records prove that the 
|olock and the Vigo bell was hung 
‘in the new court house. The new 
court house referred to, is the one 
now etanding with the corner stone 
proving that it was placed in 1884. 

Further questioning of “old 
timers” such as George Scott, Wil- 
liam Hendrich and a few others 
brings to light the reason for the 
“rumor” that the Vigo bell was not 
{п the court house tower, The facts 
веет to be as follows; When the) 
{old court house, built In 1818 and 
abandoned in 1866, was torn down 
an old bell that had been used at 
the court house was salvaged and 
was stored for future use. After the! 
$500 grant from Col. Vigo, provided 
a new bell, this old bell was loaned, 
some say by Judge William Б. 
Mack, to à colored churc and from 
these facts, a distorted report was 
circulated that it had been the Vigo 

| bell that had been loaned. 

Some one may want to know why 
the Vigo bell, no longer sounde the 
hours and half hours. Well, its the 
sad part of the story. А few years! 
ago, the mechanism that controlled | 
the striking of the bell broke. The 
clock will stil! run, but the mech-| 
anism to lift the hammer to sound 
the bell, will not operate and during 
the war emergency it has been im-) 
possible to secure repair parts and, 
to repair the mechanism, во that) 
on the hour and half hour the Col. 
Vigo bell w!ll send forth its mes- 
sage of the passing of time. 

Incidentally the court house clock 
has to be wound by hand, but it has 

been learned that it is possible to 
install. an electrical winder: and to 
so fix the mechanism that the Vigo 


bell tones will again reverberate 
over the city of Terre Haute. Per- 
haps the county commissioners or 
some civic-minded citizen or group 
will promote the movement to get 
the old bell to sounding again. Time 
in passing. does bring changes you 
know. 


| 
1 


Francis Vigo was a native of Sar- | 
dinia in Italy, and an eminént mer- 
chant of the northwestern territory 
of the United States where he had 
settled before the Revolutionary 
War. He was a zealous patriot and 
lover of his adopted country. In the 
;flerce struggle to free the territory 
етот British dominion, he rendered 
most valuable aid, both by personal 
Jabors and the expenditures of large 
amounts of money, for which the 
United States became justly in- 
debted to him. His claim was pre- 
sented to congress for allowance 
but by delays and neglect it was not 
allowed until recently through the | 
perseverance of Mr. Т. С. Buntin, a 
relative of the claimant, Col. Vigo 
had provided in hig will that out of 
his claim, if ever allowed, five hun- 
dred dollars should be used in pur- 
chasing a bell for the court house | 
in this county. The bell has been| 
{purchased with proper inscriptions ! 
| relating to Col, Vigo, and Mr. Bun- | 
tin has paid into the treasury of 
this county іп pursance of the will, ! 
made nearly a century ago, the five| 
hundred dollars, 

Now therefore, we thank Mr. Bun- 
tin for his untiring labor in pro- 
curing the amount ao justly and &so| 
long due the legatees of the EMT 
gone patriot. And we do hereby ex- | 


Court House Bell War Casualty; 
. Proof That It's The Vigo Bell 


press our gratitude to the memory 
of Col. Vigo for his love and kind- 
ness and hope there never will be a | 
time when the people of Vigo count 
wil not revera his memory. “Не-| 
member the faithful! dead.” 

LEVI W. DICKERSON. | 

АБА M. BLACK, 

SANDFORD 8. HENDERSON, 

Commissioners of Vigo County. | 

Attest—Frank Armstrong, Auditor. | 
Commissioners Record 15, Page 123 

Howard Clock Company. | 

Comes now by Eli УУ. Leeds, its 
agent, and says that the clock fur- 
nished by said Company is now 
complete and constructed In all re- 
&pects as promised and moves the 
Board to allow to said Clock Co. then 
sum of $2,500.00 ая before agreed. | 
And it is ordered that said Leeds, 
be employed to take care of said 


1 
lclock until further .order of this]! 
'board, at $100 per annum, $25.00 
thereof payable on Nov. 22, 1887, and 
a like sum quarterly, thereafter on 
the order of thé Auditor, L. W. 
Dickerson, Asa, M. Black and Sand- 
ford 8. Henderson, commissioners of 
Vigo County. Attest Frank Arm- 
strong, Auditor. 
Commissioners Record 15, Page 187. 
Rehanging Clock Bell. 
Saturday morning, Nov. 19, 1887. 
Board met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment from yesterday with all mem- 
bers preaent. The minutes of yester- 
day were signed. Following are the 
day's proceedings: It 1s ordered that 
the plans for re-hanging the clock 
bell at the new court house be hereby 
approved and the contract for erect- 
ing the, sume is hereby awarded to 
the Pittsburgh Bridge Co. on their 
bid of $88. This bid was submitted 
by F. L. Garlinghouse, engineer, on 
Nov. 17. 1887. L. W. Dickerson, Аза 
M. Black and Sandford S. Hender- 
son, commissioners of Vigo County.: 
Attest Frank Armstrong, Auditor. 


By Curtis Bridwell. 


The historic Vigo county bell, for 
which Colonel Francis Vigo left 
$500 in his will toward the purchase 
‚ price. stil! hangs on its standarde 
in the Vigo county court house 
. tower, Just beneath the court house 
clock, 

Seeing is believing, especially 
when the sense of sight is backed 
by the senses of hearing and feel- 
ing and supported by officia! en- 
tries in the records of the Vigo 
county commissioners. 

I. personally saw the famous old 
bell Oct. 15, 1945. I touched it, 
reverently; I heard the deep- 
throated sound that came from the 
bell, when the court house clock 
winder, Richard Earl, lifted the 
heavy hammer that causes the bell 
to send out its message, which 
might be construed as its tones 
started out from the tower, that 


overlooks the йу that Colonel; 
Vigo materially aided іп establish- 
ing. as reverbrating back with the 


message "remember the faithful 
dead.” 

The climb to the bell tower is а 
thrill in itself, especially when 


there is a fixed purpose іп the pll- 
grimage, and that purpose was to 
disprove the often repeated rumor, 
jthat the old bell was no longer in 
its place of honor. You go up five 
stories іп the old, but still service- 
able court house élevator. You 
follow your guide through а stor- 
age room (incidentally the Vigo 
county voting machines purchased 
over 40 years ago, but still used 
more or less successfully by the. 
electorate of the county are some 
of them stored in this room). You 
come to an fron stairway, so steep 
that it seems more like a ladder, 
you climb and climb, they claim 


there are more than 100 steps to 
the clock dome and then as you 
round the turn and step over the 
fron rail guard, you are in the bell 
چا‎ and are gazing at the old 
bell. 


Story of the Bell. 

There are inscriptions on the old 
‘bell, molded with and fn the iron 
that forms the bell. Тһе most no- 
ticeable one 18--Ву his will $500 uf 
the cost of this bell were presented 
by Francis Vigo, Vigo County, In4.; | 
A. D. 1887. 'The other, on the op. 
posite side of the bell, the Vigo In- 
scription faces the west, is—Mc- 
Shane Bell Foundry: Henry M2- 
Shane and Company, Baltimore, 
Md.; Trademark 1887. 

Seeing the bell, feeling the bell 
and hearing the bell was not enougn. | 
1 wanted to learn more. I appealed 
to two friends (they proved they 
were) Art Clark and Mary Leak of 
the Hendrich Abstract Company. I 
jwanted to find entries in the Viga 
county commissioners records con- 
erning the Vigo bell. They found 
em for me and made me copies| 
f these entries. Here they are: 
Commissioners Record 15, Page 61 


Friday Morning, July, 15, 1887 
Court House Bell 
Col. Francis Vigo 


many favere conferred and services rendered 
me, especiaily by the inhabitants of terre 
Hante It із my wist, will and desira nnd 
eirnentreque-t that fthe claim aforressid із 
recovered ' nd the smount dae me paid to my 
execators that they ог ‘ome obe uf them shall 
pay out cf the eame #500 to the county of Vigo 
tobalailoutby the commiesioners of said 
county or in auy other mode авлпву be deemed 
most adviaab!e by naid соошү in 1h9 purchase 
ofa tell for the court house ef. ssid ونوم‎ un 
which ie to ke inscribed, “Ргевеп!04 hy Fran- 
cis Ү.до.” 
Mr. Buntin wrote es follows: - 


In co npliance with the terme of the fore- 
going paragraph the said heira and legal re- 
ipresen!atives tave authoriz:d :ne to pay tho 
sbove mertioned eum of $500 on the order of 
gour board when тейшігей for tho purpose in 
said will set forth, 

The commissioners, Lewis L. Weeks, 
J.F. Fellinger- and Stenley Robhirs, 
crdered th-t the proposition be accepted. 
Оз QO^tober 18, 1886, the last board сі 
commissioners passcd an order requiring 
the county treasurer to request Mr. 
Buntin to pay the $500 into the county 
treasury to be used aa denoribed in the 
wili of Colonel Vigo. Оз January 15, 
Jast, the present board passed nn order 
setting forth the requirements cf the bell, 
as foliows: 

Вей of best manufacture to weigh 0 
pour des ог ав near thereto ав ca" bo cast, with 
the fur owing words caet Salient thereon: “Ву 
hia wi.l 4500 of tbe coat of this bell ware pre- 
sented he Francis Vigo, Vigo county, Indians, 
A.D, 1836 "7 

0 the 14th of this morth Мг. Ban. 
tiv.in a letter to tke county treaturer, 
said: 

Having, іл а communication tothe horo-n- 
ble board of county commiseionere, under 
date of March 22, 1876, called their attention 
to Б certain pzragraptr of tho lart will of the 
late olonel Frenci: Vigo, in which a 65٨ 
of 8500 is made ror tho рпгрове of procaring a 
bell for the Court honae of Vigo county, and 
stating my readiness to provide tha funds nec 
essary to "шор: with the provisions of the 
waid paregraph, when the requ'rements th rein 
expressed were complied witb; and having 
mince received copio? of two certain o ders 
passed by she said board of county commis- 
sioners under date of October 18, 1886 and 
January 16, 1887, reanectively, in which it is 
stated that the provisions of eaid will, вв to 
tha inscription ор raid bell have bean com- 
plied with, I herewith hand you the 8500, هه‎ I 
am, in eaid ordets дігес'єд to do. 

Mr. Bartin hos the the receipt of the 
treasurer for the ¢ 500. Тһе bell arrived 
feom the foundry over a month ago and 
js at a freight depot awaiting its removal 
to the court house. | 

Oa July 15 the commissioners entered | 
the following on the records: 


Frarcin Vigo was а native of Sardinia, іп 
Jtely, апа ап eminent merchant of the north- | 
western territory of the United States, wharo 
ho settled before the revolutionary war, Не! 
win a zealous patriot ard lover of his adopted 
osantry. In tha fie-co struggle to гөө tha. 
territory frem Britiah dominion 1# 56 
moet valuable aid, both by рэг-о al I boraard 
(Аа xpenditure of large amounts of money for 
which the United States became jastly indebted 
to him. His claim was presented 
t ссоргевв hat by delays; and 
neglect it was not 1061 nati: 
recently throogh the perseverance of Mr, Т. 
С. Buotir, a relative of tLe claimant. Colonel ! 


ми COURT HOUSE ІШІ. 


Тһе One Provided for tho County | 
by Colonel Francis Vigo 
"Y aro Years Ago. 


"a "€. Buntin Pays іше 8200 to 
the County for its 
Purehisc. 


The History of the Transaction as 04 
From a Record of the Com- 
missioners: 


> ; "9 2 А 2 
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The H)-tory of the Donstiou Made by 
Clon- 1 V go. 

The new hell fer the court house was 
ordered rome time ego by the county 
commirsioners, and will be ready to be 
placed in the dome wiibin a short time. 
Mr. T. C. Bantin has in his possession a 
tranecript of all the proceed.ngs cf the 
county commisziovers іп regard to the 
ball, which was presented by Colonel 
Vigo. Тігелеһ the kindness of Mr. 
Buntin en Express reporter recur d the 
materi] for this 8۱616 Colonel Vigo 
died in Vincennes іп 1826. He was a 
Bardinino by birth, but- سرت‎ to this! 
country to try his fortunes and located iu. 
this pert of the country. His businees! 
was that cf tradiog with the Indians, | 
aud ke came to be known as “The 
Spanish Trader.” Colenel Vigo located | 
іп Vincennes. When Gorge Rogera 
Clrke started ont on his expedition with 
troops from Virginia against the Indisns 
of tke northwest territory, 88 thie! 
part of the country, was then called, he 
became embarratsed ard was badly in 
need of funds, Colonel Vigo advanced 
the money and Clerke proc eded on hia! 
expedition. Afterwards Colonel Vigo! 
mede claim of the government for the 
money he had sdvanced to Clarke when 
he came to his rescue. The claim had 
not been allowed when Colonel Vigo 
made his will. ln the will, however, Бе 
msde provision for tlie purchase of a bell 
cut of the money secured ty the allow- 
ance of the claim, if the claim should be 
allowed and tifere was no doubt that the 
goverument would pay в debt which it 
owed to the patriotic endeavors of 
Colonel Vigo 

In April 1876, Mr. Buntin sent a com- 
munication to the board cf ‘county com- 
miesioners setting forth the fact that the 
government Lad sllowed Colonel Vigo's 
elaim, and that according to bis wiil the 
county was entitled to £500. The frl- 
lowing paragraph from the will was in- 
corporated in the communication: 

Whereas, The ccunty of Vigo has barn. 
namod for me and I f el toward it and i's citi- 
gens а great degroe of esteem and affection for 


Vige пап provided iu his will that out of nia i 
ela'm if ever allowed, $500 sh«n!l be naed in 
porchasing a bell, forthe court hvusa of thia | 
county. The bell haa baen purchased with! 
wwope inscription relating to eaid Colonel 
Wigd, ard Mr. Ва: tin has paid into tha,treas- 
mry ofthis соппіу iu рпгяпапсе of the wil 
made nearly a century ago the 85.0, 

Now, tharefore, we thank Мг. Buntin for 
hii untiring labor іп pr;ceuring thy amount во 
justly aad во loug dne the legstece о? the long, 
gone patriot, and we do hereby express our 
vratitule to th» mamory of Colonel Vigo for 
hislove&»d kindness, and һора there neyar 
will be atime when the people of Vigo county 
will not revere his momory-—-''Remember tne 
faithfu! dead.” 

z'rom briefs and a history of Vincennes 
іп ровуеввіоп of Mr. Bnntin, the reporter 
gained some fsctsregarding Col. Vigo’ 
aid to Geneng! C arke, In 1778 Clarke 
left Virginin with a small lorce for the 
purpose of conquerirg the Northwest! 
territory. It was his original intention! 
to first make an attack проп the post at Î 
Vincennes, He, however, marched to} 
Kaskaskia, Ill, and took possession on | 
July 4 without losing а ringle man оп 
tbe expedition. Colonel Vigo wasat the 
time in St, Louis Clarke remaized at 
Krekaskia and was їп want cf money | 
and in need of provisions. Colonel Vigo} 
went to Kaskaskia and relieved Clarke. | 
Vigo then started for Vincennes. Не 
was captured by the Indians, ind finally 
fell into the hards cf Hamilton, who 
was in charge of the post at Viacennes 
He was held prisoner, but was released 
on promie по! t» do anything ін J iricu: 
to the British “on his way" to Bt. Louis. 
Me went t St. Louis, and immediately 
started to Keakaskia to render aid to 
Clarke in c+pturing Vinceuner, which 
was accomp.’ hed in February of 1:79, 
During this time Vign aided Clarke to 
the extent of atout $12,000. Part of thia 
wan afterwarda paid by Virginia, but 
38,616 remained anprid. Colonel Vigo 
made a statement before be died. Dur- 
ing Ша life he never received any com- 
pensation from the government for his 
large expenditure, In 1873 action was 


breugkt in tha United S:stes court cî | 
СН 10 recover 53016 and in:erest, 
amounting iu all to nearly $50 000 Judg- 
шей! was rendered for the amount. An 
ярреа! was then taken to the United | 
States Supreme court, ^ ut the Навіль of | 
the lower court waa sustained. ! 


ng 


ون 


—=+ 


2 4embers Оо. 
Says was then called a k 
funeral and важ | 
ainied Diack. The | 


estimable 


large box-full of 


could tell the contents ot 
The Smiths' father remem- 


Не went to the 
| the burial in a cofin, р 
| old man, who had lived quietly and ob- 
character, 
and very obstinate. He 
10 neither read nor 
y tenacious mem- 


1 QE DIOS S 
| Vigo, whom =< 
t Swiss. 


surely was an 
though peculiar 


was illiterate and cou 
rite but he had a ver 


ory. He possessed 8 


papers 06 
each paper. 


4 bered in old times when Vigo once came 
up the Wabash in а keel-boat, trying to 


He found them very 


buy provisions. 


scarce and taking a handful of gold he 


aying that if it 


threw it into the river. say 
could not buy anything it was of 6 


good. We can't vouch for this over а Н 


d was 10 to 
him full honor. # 
ciousness of ser- | 


to 


century-old story. 


So Vigo died. His mee 
posterity which gave 
In life he had the cons 
incalculable value 


vices done, of 


his country. Не rather would have felt 


remain poor © 


that consciousness and 


than to loge it and get the $50.000 due to 
him. Ав for the future—the noble can- | 


story. The dome 
night holds aloft 
electric fire and the 
illuminated clock— 


glory of | 


Bright types of the 


What a piece of 


reason! f 


in 


How noble 
в! in form, and | 
admirable! in | 
an angel! ١ 7 
d! the beauty of the 


{ору of his bell tells the 
scen from afur in the 


a shining wreath of 
steady glow of the 


disks. 


man's achievement. 


work of man! 


How infinite in facultie 
express and 


moving, how 
action, how like 


sion, how like a Go Л 
| world! the paragon of animals. 
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UI Cuirc ала ииси міне 
llelaim. It was not until 1835 that СОТ 
Vigo's accounts were pronounced сог- 
rect by federal authorities. The poor 
} |ereditor had faith that it would be paid 
for he had made his will and bequeathed 
#500 from the amount to Vigo county, 
his namesake, for a bell, but he died, at 
96, before the claim was adjust: s» 4 
{| forty years more passed awny before the 
government ard courts had exhausted 
every means of delay. In the very ap- 
propriate centennial year,1876, Mr. T. С. 
Buntin, paid the $500 to the commis- 
sioners of Vigo county and a few years 
later the bell was swung in the dome of 
the county court house as a memorial of 
the county's tribute to Vigo in 1818, 4 
relic as it were from the revolution that 
had passed through 7 vicissitudes 
and had many à narrow escape from ob- ! 
Hvion. Col. Vigo hid no early 57 
tions with this county. befcre it was or- 
ganized in 1818, but it was & happy 
thought to select his narae. to preserve 
it and a sacred memory from forgetiul- 
ness. He had been made a Colonel and 
| appointed commandment of Vincennes, 
he and Genoral W. H. Harrison had 
lived together in the oid capitol for 
thirteen yenrs, and served together in 
the first Indlana territorial convention 
in 1812. He had received eulogistic let- 
ters from presidents, cabinet ministers 
and generals, praising him for his pa- 
triotic services nud was altogether а 
distinguished and toble citizen of Indi- : 
ana, though doubtless іп the poverty 
and feebleness of ۵ prolonged old age he 
must have sunk into comparative ob- 
security, best known ав а government 
claimant of 50 years standing, but some- 
how the people of Vigo county had 
shown him favor as well ая honor, which 
һе gratefully acknowledged in his will. | 
One occasion was when iu 1852 he war 
brought to Terre Haute, at the age of 92, 
as the honored guest аға Fourth of July 
celebration. 
TERRE HAUTE MEMORY OF VIGO. 
Although Col. Vigo was said іо have 
been a guest of Terre Haute at a Fourth 
of July celebration in 1832 there is no 
record, apparently, of the. attentions 
paid to him at that time. The Wabash 
Courier of that date devoted a half col- 
umn to the banquet, а good deal of space 
{о local news for that period, but be- 
yond the mention of n toast in his honor 
nothing was said of Col. Vigo, not evel 
that he was present, The late Mr. Suy- 
dam used to relate that once 11 the 
“thirties” he wentto Vincennes by 
stage and was struck by the courtesy of 
an old man to a woman passenger. It 
proved to be Col. Vigo whom Mr. Suy- 
dam did not know. Mr. Foster Smith. 
of this city, who once lived іш Vincen- 
nes, has a recollection of Vigo. He at- 
teuded his funeral and heard the dis- 
course by the very able and billiant Rev. 
| Henry Shaw, the father of Mis. R. N. 
Í Hudson, who was his schoo! teacher. | 


—— n— 


nephew of his, Touissaint C. Buntin. 


wasafterwards 08601118 prominent 


Mr. Buntin narrowly escaped 


Indiana massacre will show. In the days 
of warfare withthe Indians a marauding 
band attacked the cabin of the Shannon 
family, near Vincennes. Two daughters 
wére away from home, but the mother 
and three children were in the cabin. 
The mother and two of the children 
; were slain, and as the other, a little 
| girl, ran from a savage who had raised 
his tomahawk to strike, she cried, “О 
Mon Dieu." The Indians were at peace 
„with the French and the savage spared 
| the little one thinking she belonging to 
the favored race. She fled from the ter- 
rible sight of her dead mother and sister 
and traveled many weary miles, seek- 
ing a refuge and being refused shelter 
at the homes of the French settlers 
along the road, who feared to admit 
| her. Finally а kind-hearted man 6 
| the forlorn little fugitive, took her in 
| апа gave her a home for a number of 
| years, until she was married to Mr. T. C. 
Buntin' s father. Col. Vigo married one 
Е the sisters who had been absent from 
home on the day of the massacre but 
| left no children to inherit his name and 
his claims against the government. 
Francis Vigo wns born in 1740, at 
I| Mandovi, a town of Piedmont,one of the 
Sardinian states, not far from Genoa. 
1 Though he was Italian born his name 
is good Spanish and he became a sub- 
ject of Spain by enlisting in a Spanish 
regiment, which was sent to Havana, 
and from there to New Orleans which 
was then a Spanish province. In a short 
] time he resigned to become a trader, as 
pan agent for New Orleans capitalists, 
with headquarters at St. Louis, also a 
Spanish post. His trade took him east 
| and west and among the Indians. Не 
must һауе been very successful for in 
проці a dozen years he was called rich 
and was able to advance $11,000 to aid 
the Vincennes expedition in money or 
supplies. 
| Gen Clarke, who captured Kaskaskia 
and Vincennes from the British, thus 
gaining the territory of Ohio, Indiana, 
Ilinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, had 
been appointed to his command by Pat- 
| rick Henry, governor of Virginia. 
Col. Vigo, though yet a subject of 
| Spain, appears to have taken a great in- 
terest in the success of the Virginian, 
and when Vincennes had fallen into the 
1 hands of the British, after its first cap- 
ture, he vsited Vincennes at great risk, 
was held as prisoner, and when released 
hurried to Kaskaskia, and advised 
Clarke to march against the old post, 
i) but Clarke, who could not hear from 
Virginia in many months, needed mon- 
Ч еу and supplies. These Vigo advanced 
land took drafts on the Virginian agent 
| away off at New Orleans. Virginia nev- 
er was able to repay him and when the 
| United States assumed the war debts 
| of the colonies they were not much bet- 
!! ter off. Vigo sold part of his claims at 
a small discount and held the rest, being 
|| well-to-do at the time, but he lost his 


| citizens. 
|not being ۵ citizen as the story of an 


^ NCIS UIGO. 
A er of the Vigo court house 
t T great bell weighing over two 
t ~ wHose sonorous voice has a long 
!! story to chime. Few others can tell 
j| one of more interest. Itis said of the 
old cracked Independence bell that none 


| other in America has апу particular 
| interest, which is а mistake. Unforttun- 
|| ately the Vigo bell has always to talk in 
| measured tones. At noon and mid- 
4| night it utters twelve words, an hour 
jjlater it says “опе,” and so on. If it 

|| could burst into some of those peals or 
40118, such as Dickens interpreted іп 
| his Christmas story, for Toby Veck, this 
bell could carry the thoughtful or fanci- 
ful listener back to revolutionary days. 
He would see Francis Vigo pressing 
money into the hands of Gen. Clarke; 
and then the Virginian hero and his 
rugged voluteers wading through miles 
of swamp and snow on a February day, 
to capture Vincennes and pull down the 
English flag which then marked Indiana 
as British territory. 116 would see a 
stalwart man of forty asking for the re- 
payment of the money, that had been 
cheerfully loaned, then an o'd man of 70 
writing and petitioning for the return 
of the monev and then a very old and 
poor man of 90 still waiting on gevern- 
ment for the money so long past due, 
or for even ап acknowledgment that it 
was a just claim, and the last scene was 
the death of the veteran at 96, very 
poor, but at last a preferred creditor of 
the United States. Let the bell toll for 
Vigo’s trials. But, as the vision passes 
from the wild Virginia territory of 1779 
to the fair states of Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, Michigan and Missouri the bell 
should peal lustily for the man who 


saved the first to become the last. In 
the money loaned to Clarke мая the 
purchase price for the bell which 


swings under the court house dome. 

Col. Vigo’s story is not an uncommon 
one. Others, who have in generous en- 
thusiasm, patriotic zeal or by the for- 
tune of war become creditors to govern- 
ments have suffered from the deferred 
| hope which makes the heart sick. Dur- 
ing the revolution, Beau Marchais, a 
French financier and author о? the 
famous opera, “The Barber of Seville,” 
sold the American colonies millions 
worth of supplies on credit. He died 
poor and yet unpaid in 1799 and the fin- 
al payment of $160,000 was voted by 
Congress in 1835. It possibly had been 
lost in the senate. About 1793 the 
French captured in time of peace, as 
they were always belligerent in those 
|days, many American merchant vessels 
| and rich cargoes. When the Jefferson 
administration settled for Louisiana, 
| Napoleon also settled for these vessels, 
but the “French Spoliation Claims” still 
¿remain unsettled with the ship owners 
and their heirs, some of whom live in 
Terre Haute and would like to have 
their money. 


am 
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QUICK WORK — Men, trucks and wrecking equipment made short work of 
leveling Vigo County's second courthouse. The two-story brick structure at 
the corner of Ohio and Third streets, recently known as the Anderson-Adler 
Building, was demolished and carried away in less thàn 48 hours this week. 
County employees returning to work Wednesday at the courthouse across 
Third Street, after a day off Tuesday, were surprised find the ancient 
building almost competely gone. The above photo was taken Monday, the one 
at the right, Thursday. With the old courthouse gone from the scene, the 
entire city block directly across Third Street from the present courthouse is 
now void of all structures. Ап 11th hour effort by local citizens to һауе the 
building, which was the birthplace of the American Federation of Labor, 
preserved as a historical site. failed. 


Photos by Mark Winkler 
| ) “апа Bob Poynter 
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һе razed next 


week 


house the law firm and have extra space үүн lease. 


Originally the two men had planned to take 
advantage of the 1981 Economic Recovery Act 
which gives investment tax credits for restoring 
older buildings, particularly those certified as 
historic. | 


) 
The two-story structure was built in 1866 for. 
$24,000 to serve as the county’s second courthouse 
when the first was in danger of collapse. The first 
floor was used for court and other offices; 6 
second floor was used for public meetings. | : 


REEFS BENAR 
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M AU Adler, who has his offices in the 
building, said he must move out by Monday. He is 


temporarily locating in the old Chamber of Com- 


merce quarters at 76 Ohio St. 

The law partners do not plan to sell or lease the 
vacant lot which will result. Adler said the proper- 
ty is one of the most desirable locations in the 
county, and its proximity to the courthouse is ideal 


"for lawyers. 


A new one-story building with 4,200 square feet 
will be constructed on the site. Completion is 
expected by mid-Februrary. The structure will 
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By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Staff Writer 

Vigo County's second courthouse, now known as 

the Anderson-Adler Building at Third and Ohio 
. Streets, has been condemned, and is scheduled to 
be demolished next week. 

Historic preservation of the structure had proved 
unfeasible. 

The parking lot north of the building has already 
been blocked off. A contractor said the spot was 
dangerous for parking because the wall could fall 
over. 


T OCT2 9 1%? 


о wrecking ball 


building and pronounced it to be in “bad shape.” 
The bowed walls would need to be stfengthened and 
reinforced with steel to sturdy the structure and 
save it from collapse. 

Adler said the old Smith building to the north 
shared a common wall with the Anderson-Adler 
building. When it was taken down, the action 
affected the structural integrity of the north, west, 
and east walls of the old courthouse, the attorney 
reported. 

In addition, he said the land fill used for the 
Smith building pushed against the bottom of the 
north wall, driving it in while making the top of the 
wall lean out. 

“Тһеге was so much to do and it would have been 


-80 expensive it was not worthwhile," he said. 


The building served county government until 
1888, when the present courthouse was built. 

Several organizations used the second floor for 
meetings, such as (һе Grand Army of the Republic 
and the Tacoma Tribe. Flora Gulick's Boys' Club 
also met there around 1911. 

Around the turn of the century the upper level 
was remodeled and became the Empire Theater; it 
saw vaudeville shows and later burlesque. 

The lower level has been utilized for shops, bars 
and offices. 


prece! 


Vigo County Public Library 


and Labor Unions. In 1886 the group became the 
AFL. 

Attorney Phillip Adler, who has his offices in the 
building, said he must move out by Monday. He is 
temporarily working from the old Chamber of 
Commerce quarters at 76 Ohio St. 

The law partners plan to construct a new, one- 
story, 4,200 square-foot building on the site. Com- 
pletion is expected by mid-Februrary. The struc- 
ture will house the law firm and have additional 
space for lease. 

“I’m not too happy about it coming down," 
Adler of the old structure. 

Originally the two men had planned to take 
advantage of the 1981 Economic Recovery Act 
which gives investment tax credits for restoring 
older buildings, particularly those certified as 
historic. 

Plans had been drawn up to restore the exterior 
and completely modernize the interior. Work had 
begun upstairs on tearing out the interior supports 
and removing old wallpaper and plaster when 
problems became evident, said Adler. 

* Large cracks in the wall let light through at the 
corners of the building. Bricks were protruding 
which had been flush with the wall before. 

Experts in structural engineering examined the 


said 
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Birthplace 


By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY 
Staff Writer  . 

Sometime next week a wrecking ball will swing 
into the historic walls of the birthplace of the 
American Federation of Labor at Third and Ohio 
streets. Vigo County's second courthouse, now 
known as the Anderson-Adler Building at Third and 
Ohio, was condemned and scheduled for demolition 
when plans for historic preservation of the struc- 
ture proved unfeasible. 

The parking lot north of the building has already 
been blocked off. A contractor said the spot was 
dangerous for parking because the wall could fall 
over. 

The two-story structure was built in 1866 for 
$24,000 to serve as the county's second courthouse 
when the first was in danger of collapse. The first 
floor was used for court and other offices; the 
second floor was used for public meetings. 

The American Federation of Labor had its start 
оп that second floor during a meeting Aug. 2, 1881. 
Representatives of 13 unions attended the national 
convention of the Amalgamated Labor Union which 
called for a national labor congress to take place in 
Pittsburgh Nov. 15, 1881. 

The November meeting spawned the constitution 
and by-laws of the Federation of Organized Trades 


USES 


Plans to renovate the building proved too expensive as originally 
planned. Staff Photo/Randy Prophet 


Landmark coming down 


The birthplace of the American Federation of Labor, Vigo 


County's. second courthouse, faces, the wrecking ball next week., 
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building. 


Anderson- Adler 
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Republic Ес the’ ora Tribe also used the auditorium 
as a meeting place. 

Around the turn of the century the upstairs windows 
were bricked in and the Empire Theater came into 
existence. Vaudeville shows played there and later 
burlesque. 

The balcony still remains and curves around the room on 
three sides. Part of the stage is standing, and the 
proscenium arch is intact. 

Flora Gulick's Boys Club used the structure as a 
meeting place around 1911. The club, which has been 
housed in several places, continues to serve boys today on 
North Third Street. 

The first floor has continued to be used for businesses. 

To make the entire building usable again, plans call for 
restoring the exterior and completely modernizing the 
interior. The floor plans detail office space which will be 
sold as condominiums. 

Where store fronts have been boarded over, reconstruc- 
tion work will be done on the arched doorways and 
windows to make them match the others. The bricked-in 
windows will be windows once again. A new type of double- 
window will cut the street noise while retaining the old- 
fashioned look, and the light let in by the wiridows will cut 
electricity costs. 


The east side of the structure will need some reinforc- 
ing, according to John Bischoff, who is overseeing the 
project, but the foundation and the walls are sound. The 
sides which faced on other buildings to the north and east 
will then be covered with a polymeric substance, a fiber- 
reinforced fusion of plastics. 

А service entrance and elevator will be added іп the 
middle of the “1,” shape. 

Besides modernizing the interior, concrete will be 
poured to even out sloping in the floors and insulation will 
be added to the inside. 

The heating and cooling system of the building will be 
redesigned and will be very energy-efficient, said Bischoff. 
Ground water heating and cooling is planned. Such systems 
use little electricity to force the water-cooled or -heated 
air through the ducts. 

The question remains, why go to the trouble of restoring 
an old building instead of building a new one? Joseph 
Anderson summed up the design of the newer office. 
buildings being built as “proletarian.” He doesn't like" 
them. “They look dated іп 10 years and have no style,” he 
declared. 

Anderson was pleased with the new tax law, which he 
said allowed him to afford the cost of restoring the 
building. 
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Former county courthouse to be revamped 


VERTES Y^ 
courthouse; the first, a one-story brick T Lire wi was not 
built too well and was beginning to fall apart. 

The downstairs part of the building was used as the Vigo 
County court and for other offices, and the upstairs was 
used for city court and for public meetings. The structure 
served as the courthouse until the present one was 
completed in 1888, 

Following its use as a courthouse, the lower level was 
used for shops and bars, and the upper floor continued to 
serve as a public meeting place. 

The history of the American Federation of Labor has its 
beginning in that structure. On Aug. 2, 1881, a meeting of 
union representatives took place, called by L yman Brant, 
corresponding secretary of the International Typo- 
graphical Union. In attendance were 21 representatives 
from 13 unions in eight cities. 

At this national convention of the Amalgamated Labor 
Union, the delegates elected officers and called for a 
national labor congress to take place in Pittsburgh on Nov. 
15, 1881. 

At that congress the constitution and by-laws of the 
Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Unions were 
adopted. The group became the American Federation of 
Labor in 1886. 

Other organizations such as the Grand Army of the 
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Historical designation sought for 
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By DONNA CHRISTENBERRY Tribune-Star Staff Writer 
Vigo County's second courthouse (before the present 
one) isn't very pretty now. One side shows the remains of 
where another building once stood against it. The old- 
fashioned windows have been bricked in. On the south side 
a piece of plywood covers a former storefront opening. 

Yet the Anderson-Adler building at the corner of Third 
and Ohio is looking ahead to better days, thanks to a new 
law which went into effect at the beginning of this year. 
The Economic Recovery Tax Act of 1981 is making it 
feasible to restore older buildings and historic structures 
because of the Investment Tax Credit (ITC). 

In the case of the Anderson-Adler building, application 
has been made to state and national agencies to have the 
building certified as a historic structure. For a certified 
historic structure, 25 percent of the amount spent on 
rehabilitation can be deducted from the amount of taxes 
owed. In addition 100 percent of the amount spent on 


rehabilitation can be depreciated. This applies to com- 


mercial as well as residential buildings. 

Other circumstances exist for buildings, depending on 
age, whether or not they have been certified historic, and 
whether they are commercial or residential. 

The Anderson-Adler building has a rich history behind it. 
It'was built in 1866 for $24,000 to be Vigo County's second 
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Most of the wrecking was done at night because two lanes of 
Third Street traffic had to be closed off for safety purposes. The 
building served as the county's second courthouse in 1866 and 


was the birthplace of the American Federation of Labor. 
Staff Photo/Bob Poynter 


Heap of rubble 

Passersby had to look quickly to see the demolition of the 
Anderson-Adler building at Third and Ohio streets. Work began 
Monday night and by Wednesday afternoon the building was 


leveled. A spokesman for R.H. Marlin said the crews worked 17 
hours a day — especially at night — to bring down the structure. 
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THE FIRST COURTHOUSE, pictured in this penci led drawing from early TRIBUNE files, was built _ 
іп 1818 and stood until 1866, according to the draw ing's lettering. It was the forerunner of the present | 
Courthouse, having been situated on the same loca tion, then designated as “Тһе public square.” 


FIRST COURT HOUSE 
JULIET PEDDLE 


The First Court House Here. Drawing by Juliet A. Peddle, Terre Haute Architect and Artist, 


Here was the judge’s elevated bench ог “опе desk, 
which was reached on either side by steps guarde 

by heavy railing: immediately in front of whici 
on the floor, the lawyers had their long tables 

while the jurors had their elevated box seats on the 
left of the judge’s bench.” 

The court house served all of the usual functions 
of such a building and also as an auditorium for 
many public meetings and church gatherings when 
church groups had no bulldings of their own. 

Col. Francis Vigo felt so pleasantly toward the 
people of this county who elected to name the'z 
county after him, that he left five hundred dollara 
in his will for a bell for the court house. It is said 
that the funds from his estate did not become) 
available until some years after his death and this 
court house was already torn down, so the bell for 
which the money was designed never hung in the 
original court house but in the later one which w" 
have today. Mr, Condit’s son climbed up into 
belfry of the present court house and found 
following inscription which bears this out: 

His Will $500 of the Cost of This Bell were Pi 
sented by Francis Vigo to Vigo County, Indiane, 
А. D. 1887." 

By 1868 the building was felt to be unfit for use 
and was torn down and several years later replaced 
by the building we have today. 

Fifty years had produced a great many changes 
іп the community. When the court house was buf 
it was way ahead of its sur"^undings. B. t* 


it was torn down the 7# w—— 
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| COURT HOUSE bullding was one of the first 
| matters which came up for consideration when 
| it was established that Terre Haute was to be the 
| county seat of Vigo county. Тһе site which hey 
selected was the same one which our court house 
occupies today, but in those days it was covered 
with large trees which had to be removed at eome 
rouble and expense before they started construc- 
n on the new building. From the size of the trees 
wn іп the drawing from which the above sketch 
ade, they must have removed all the old trees 
en planted young ones, and one wonders why 
did not keep at least some of the old forest 
^on the square. 
rds of 1818 show that the construction of the 
Е was started in that year, but.it was 1822 
6 the lower floor was completed &nd not until 
that the upper floor was finished. 
4 illustration іп Mr. Blackford Condita “His- 
tory of Early Terre Haute" is the basis for the 
above dra wing. and I am going to quote from him 
on of the building. 
g was of brick апай іп size and 
quite suitable for the purpose in- 
e east door with its broad, arched 
va quite imposing. The interior was 
ly but plainly furnished with elevated 
ats, rising one above the other, and reached 
Буй eps in the several aisles. The south side thus 
seated was for the accommodation of people. А 
«Isle ran through the center of the building 
. to west, separating the north part of the. 
= man fne the ех “ess use of the court. | 
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. FIRST COURT HOUSE * 
JULY 15, 1928 
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VIGO COUNTY'S FIRST COURT HOUSE. 


George C. Rossell, deputy county surveyor, at the request of the Vigo 
County Commissioners, bas prepared a large drawing of the first Vigo 


the walls of the county commissioner’s room. Rossell’s sketch, taken 
from an illustration of the book, "A History of Early Terre Haute," by 
the late Blackford Condit, minister, shows the northeast corner of the 


until 1866. Then а temporary Court House was established in the busi- 
ness buildings on the northeast corner of Third and Ohio streets. 

The present Court Houso was completeg in 1886. The bell which 
hung in the cupalo of the first Court House now hangs іп the county | 


of the Allen Chapel African Methodist Church, and the present county 
bell is one given to the county by Francis Vigo. Although the brick bulld- 


ing was the first county Court House, the first meetings after the county |! 
was formed by the Legislature іп 1818 were held in the home of Truman | 
Biackman, northeast of the city, and also In the upper story of the гезі- ? 
dence of Curtis Gilbert, near the present Steeg Park. First county com- 
missioners were John Hamilton, Ezra Jones end Isaac Lambert, and 


present fommissioners are Jacob Jones, William Т. Holmes and Charles 
. Nehf. 


County Court House which, in several days, will be given a place оп 


-J brick structure, which was begun іп 1818, finished in 1822, and used 
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Old Asbury. 

On the lot at the northwest cor- 
ner of Fourth and Poplar, given 
by the proprietors of Terre Haute 
for a community church, stood. old 
Asbury church which succeeded 
the original church which faced 
Poplar. Also built by the help of 
the community, this larger build- 
ing was erected in 1841 and after 
the completion of the Methodist 
church at Seventh and Poplar a 
deed was given the organization 
and they sold it for commercial 
purposes. 

With the exception of the public 
square, all the property donated 
to the people of Terre Haute by 
the proprietors has now passed to 
private owners. 


(To Be Continued) 
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| First Courthouse And “Gaol” 


Came Along About Eighteen, Eighteen 


7, (9749 
Jones and the advertisement was 
dated Fort Harrison, March 3ist,, 
1818. It was demelished in 1867 | 
after sale for $175. У 

On the southwest corner of 
Third and Ohio stood the two 
story brick built in 1824 by Lucius 
Н. Scott.. Occupied by him as a 
residence and a store it became їп | 
time the residence of Judge Hunt- 
ington and the offices of a suc- | 
cession of lawyers. It was razed! 
in 1933, 


McGregor’s Store. 


On the north side of Wabash a 
little west of Second stood a three- 
story brick with unusual architec- 
ture and known as the Juniata 
Iron Store of Alex. McGregor who 
came here to become a wealthy 
man through many activities. First 
dealing in hardware, he built a 
large distillery on South First 
street and at the timé of the first 
act taxing whisky by the federal 
government is said to have had 
in storage a million gallons of 
whisky. As the tax was imposed 
on the manufacture, at approxi- 
mately a dollar a gallon, he is said 
to have been the first millionaire 
in Terre Haute as a consequence. | 
He also had many other Ee 
1 


іп Terre Haute. 
The Breweries. 


At the southwest corner of 
First and Ohio stood the Easter 
Brewery, long a profitable insti- 
{ution until the Internal Revenue 
Department closed it for a time 
because of a violation of the regu- 
lations, It later became a vinegar 
factory but was torn down in 
1934. Р 1 

00.186 west side of Seventh 
above Sycamore ۷۵5 5 
brewery. In its day a prosperous 
concern it changed: hands several 
times. Locate 


| from the brew 
boats. Far be- 


ng killed in a run 
took possession. 
stood on the 


west of Seventh and was only torn 
down in the past decade. 

Another old time brewery stood 
on the bank of the canal north of 
Poplar. Known as the Terre Haute 
Brewery it wound up its fate by 
the sale in 1848 by Demas Deming 
and Chauncey Warren, trustees. 
About the same time the Mogger 
Brewery was in operation on the 
north side of Poplar between the 
canal and Ninth street and this 
may have been the same property 
owned by Anton Mayer and sold 
by him to 81661161 when he started 
the brewery on the opposite side of | 
Рорїаг which grew into the present 
Terre Haute Brewery. | 


Ву А. R. Markle. 


fThese stories. are written. from а 
series of notebooks which contain sev- 
eral thousand items taken from early 
newspapers and city directories іп the 
Fairbanks library, from deed, probate, 
marriage, court, commissioners’ and 
other county and city records, from the 
chain of title booEw in the Hendrich 
abstract office and from personal contact 
with many of those of past generations 
who had personal knowledge of the 
events that made Terre Haute what it 


is today.) 
what is now kno as the 
publie square and were Maa: 
the Vigo county courthouse, -was 
built the two-story brick building 
that housed the early offices of our 
first county officers. Built in the 
period from 1818 to 1825 it had its 
construction troubles from the 
very first. The commissioners 
asked for proposals for the build- 
ing of a “court-house & goal” for 
Vigo county. The printer in the 
Western Sun at Vincennes, who set 
‘up the advertisement was not fa- 
miliar with the old English word 
“gaol” and mis-spelled it but peo- 
ple gathered the meaning and pro- 
posals were made. The building 
was to be of brick, two stories 
high and 55 feet square. There 
may have been further specifica- 
tions but the work was started and 
eventually finished. The stone work 
came from a quarry near the 
mouth of Coal creek, some six 
miles above Terre Haute and age 
has taken toll of all that has been 
used here, though many specimens 
are still in use. 
The commissioners were John 
Hamilton, Isaac Lambert and Ezra 
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non, compelling the people of Terre 
Haute to steal it back again. 
Finaly, the people of Clinton 
stole it for the last time, for it 
burst on their hands." 

Population Gains. 

Speaking in 1873, this same his- 
torian says: 

“According to the latest city di- 
rectory, th2 population of Terre 
Haute foots up 28,000. The 
growth of the city was steady, but 
not rapid, till 1850, since which the 
ratio of increase has been con- 
siderably greater. The population 
had more than doubled during the 
decade. Іп 1850, according to the 
general census of the United States, 
the population was 4,051; in 1854, it 
was 7,000, and in 1858, about 
10,000. The prospective magnitude 
and importance of Terre Haute may 
be easily inferred from this rate of 
increase. * * * As ‘the country 
itself. is inexhaustible, and the 
channels of trade and communica- | 
tion are already fixed, like the veins 
and arteries which circulate the 
blood through the human system, 
we may expect no premature decay 
or death of а city which has be- 
come: the vital center of so ex- 
tensive a commercial and business 
system.” 

It also seems that іп 1873 “Terre 
Haute, as a place of business and 
residence, cannot be surpassed in 
the state. Its business interests are 
largely increasing from year to year. 
Some of the largest wholesale 
houses in Indiana are located here. 
The rapid improvement of the city 
has given new life to every de- 
partment of business, 

Manufacturers Grow. 

“The manufacturing interest of 
the city is represented by blast 
furnaces, with a capacity of 50 
tons of iron daily; nail works, 
3,900 kegs weekly; water works, 


3,000,000 gallons daily. A rolling 1 
for merchant iron had been put in 
operation, and numerous smaller 
establishments are in a prosperous 
condition. Iron ore is found within 
15 miles of the city that is now 
worked up at its furnaces. Water 
both from "wells and the river is 
inexhaustible.” 

And here, too, is the forerunner of 
the modern Chamber of Commerce, 
the citizens of Terre, Haute evi- 
dently believing in “boosting their 
city in 1873 as well as at the pres- 
ent: 

"All capitalists, manufacturers, 
and others seeking a place for in- 
vestments, should communicate with 
the Terre Haute Association for the 
Promotion of Manufacturers. From 
this society all information сап be 
obtained desirable to the manufac- 
turer or business man generally." 

And also: 

"As a place of residence the, 
Prairie City presents many attrac- 
tions. It has long been known as 
the most beautiful city in the West. 
Its society is of the highest order. 
In its various professions are found 
men of superior talent, ranking with 
the foremost of their class, and giv- 
ing to the advantages of wealth the 
added infiuenco of distinction 
shurches of every creed abound іп 
Costly public 
school buildings are found іп ever" 
ward, and the citizens especial’ 
themselves in their دو‎ 
agement.” bar 1219610; « J 
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Bell in Court House Clock Gift 
Of F. Vigo; Early Days Active 


started the conquest of the North- 
west, held by the British, during the 
Revolutionary War and already had 
captured Kaskaskia, he was aided 
in numerous Ways by. Vigo, who 
furnished supplies valued at $8,616, 
accepting in return а written ac- 
knowledgement of the amount. 
These supplies and other help from 
Vigo were greatly important in the 
subsequent successful capture of 
Vincennes by Clark and to his 
whole campaign. 


` Buried in Vincennes. 


». Vigo died very poor-at) всеппев 


and is buried there. Тһе govern- 
ment, despite his appeals, failed to 
reimburse him for the $8,616 worth 
of supplies furnished to Clark be- 
fore his death and, in fact, did not 
pay the claim until more than 40 
years after. When it did pay the 
amount, however, it was with ac- 


crued interest, totaling $41,282.00, 
making the total amount paid to 
his estate $49,398.60. t р 


It was from this that the $500 
for Vigo County's Court House bell 
was supplied, as provided for іп 
the following clause of Vigo's will: 


“Whereas, тһе county of Vigo has 
been named after me and I feel 
toward it and Из citizen a great 
deal of esteem and affection for 
many favors conferred and services 
rendered me, especially by the in- 
habitants of Terre Haute, it is my 
wish, will and desire, and earnest 
request that if the claim aforesaid 
is recovered and the amount due me 
paid to my executors, that they, or 
some one of them, shall pay out of 
the same 5500 to the county of 
Vigo, to be laid out by thé commis- 
sioners ۴ * * in the purchase of а 
bell for the Court House of said 
county, on which shall be inscribed, 
‘Presented by Francis Vigo." 

First Court House. 


The first court house erected on 
the public square, which was a 
plot of land set aside for the pur- 
pose by the original “realtors” as 
an inducement to bring the county 
seat to this city, was constructed 
from 1819 to 1822. It was torn 
down after it had become decrepit 
іп 1868, a. new building having been 
constructed at the corner of 'Third 
апа Ohio streets in 1866. Тһе ргез- 
ent court house followed ín 1887. 

An interesting reminiscence of 
early Terre Haute is that, as stated 
by an historian of the ’70s: 

“The flrst steamboat that ever 
ascended the river to this point was 
the Florence, under command. of 
Captain Dorme of Louisville. Не 
was promised by the proprietors a 
town lot'as an inducement to make 
the attempt. The gallant captain 
succeeded, arriving here in the 
Spring of 1822, amidst the rejoicing 
of the pioneer inhabitants. The 
‘old cannon’ was fired on the occa- 
sion. at سر‎ 

“This cannon was quite an in- 
stitution in its day. It had no var- 
rlage, but was elevated by placing 
а log of wood under-it, near Ч 
muzzle. James Hanna, а роог, j 
fellow, usually acted as, artillery 
man.’ On the Fourth of July the c 
cannon would гш AUN 
of cartwhecls. On the ap 


that anniversary the - "n (2070 

Virg!r!- Clint vould often 4 5 
шинээ 
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BY LAWRENCE SAWYER. 

Ав the hours, day апа night, 
are tolled by the clock in the tower 
of the Vigo County Court House, 
those historically minded шулаарер | 
that here is a living link with the; 
past, which links up the history of | 
this city with that of the county 
and in turn with the state and the 
nation. i 

- This bell, mounted on its present 
base in 1887, the узаг the Court 
ouse was completed, and when 
Terre Haute had few of the as- 
pects of today—when the business 
district extended no further au 
Wabash avenue than Seventh street | 
and when the Fair Grounds, now 
Memorial Stadium, were "out in the 
ae several miles east of the 

Part of the bell's: story is told! 
by the inscription placed on its; 
east face and which reads: | 


By His Will 
$500 of the Cost of This Bell 
Were Presented by 
Francis Vigo, Vigo County, Ind. 
-A. D. 1887. 


Tho time when this bell was| 
mounted—61 years after the death! 
of Vigo at Vincennes in 1836—was 
one when Тегге Haute was still of 
a rural disposition, but had aspira- 
tions to become the first manufac- 
turing city in the state, if د‎ con- 
temporary statement may be be- 
lieved. 

It was, nevertheless, quite differ- 
ent from the little settlement known 
to Vigo in the days of George 
Rogers Clark and the Revolution, 
and even quite different and much 
more metropolitan than the settle- 
ment at the time of his death, when 
there was little here except a tav- 
ern and store or so, not even a. Pro- 
testant church, the present First 
Congregational not being organized, 


Named by French. 


When Vigo first knew it, the site 
of Terre Haute, so far as is known, 
did not yet contain even the be- 
ginnings of a city. When the first 
settlement was made it was named 
“Terre Haute” or “High Land” hy 
French, in recognition of the rather 
high bluffs following the line of the 
Wabash River valley. 

It was the feeling of love for the 
sqruggling colonies of America, the 
original 13, in thelr struggle of the 
Revolutionary War that was felt by 
Colonel Vigo that. resulted ulti- 
mately in the county of Vigo gain- 
Ing & bell free for its Court House. 
The honesty of the United States 
government also had something to 
do with it. 

Authentic records show that 
Colonel Vigo was born in Sardinia 
in 1747, thus becoming & Spanish 
citizens as this island was then un- 
der the rule of Spain. He served 
for а time in the Spanish army as а 
soldier and as such drifted to 
America and engaged in handling 
а miscellaneous supply of mer- 
chandise Б „ав would be market- 
1 y camp. ٠ 5 


е in 
ОМ of ais “army,” had. 


€ 


Ї د‎ state. of 
олы اع‎ ЗУЛ 


"^b 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


PAGES 


from 1779 at 5 per cent of 
$41,2182.60— for total sum of $49,898.60. 

By that time, almost 100 years 7 
the original Independence Day of 1776, 
Terre Haute itself was preparing to 
build, not a first, but 3 second courthouse. 
In 1876, a Vigo relative, T. C. Buntin of 
Vincennes and Terre Haute, paid the $500 
to Vigo County. The Vigo County 
commissioners on January 15, 1887, 
authorized $2,500 for a 4,000-pound bell. 
It arrived from the foundry during June 
1887 in time to be installed for the formal 
dedication. 

Today, the six-foot Vigo bell in its 
high tower can be seen silhouetted 
against the sky, over the main entrance to 
the courthouse if a person moves to a 
sighting point at least half a block away. 

The Italian-born, U.S.-naturalized 
nonagenarian provided a distinctive 
reminder of his personal existence. 
Another Vigo County historian, N. C. 
Bradsby, has declared of the "liberty bell 
forIndiana," that "I never hear its deep 
notes floating out upon the air, but it 
comes to me like the glad voice of їе 
departed: ‘Presented Бу Francis 
Vigo.—All’s Well.’ 


Myth 5 


has become a household word to them.” 

His response was in a will dated, Dec. 
9, 1834, which said: 

Whereas, the County of Vigo has been 
named after me, and I feel towards it and 
its citizens a great degree of esteem and 
affection for many favors conferred and 
services rendered me, especially by the 
inhabitants of Terre Haute—it is my wish, 
will and desire and my earnest request 
that if the claim aforesaid is recovered 
and the amount due me paid to my 
executors, that they or some one of them 
shall pay out of the same five hundred 
dollars to the County of Vigo to be laid 
out Ły the commissioners of said County, 
or in such other mode as may be deemed 
most advisable by said County, in the 
purchase of a bell to the Court House of 
said County—on which is to be inscribed, 
"Presented by Francis Vigo”. 

The “aforesaid claim" was for a bill of 
more than $8,616 indorsed to Vigo for دنا‎ 
provisioning the colonial militia of Clark, 
but was not to be paid by the Federal 
government until more than 40 years 
later. The U.S. Court of Claims in 1975, 
after decades of Hoosier-instigated 
promptings, finally approved payment of 
Vigo's bill—plus accumulated interest 
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VIGO'S LIBERTY BELL 

When citizens of Terre Haute get 
ready to celebrate the nation's 
anniversary in 1976, they will 
discover—or remember—that they 
already have an hourly reminder of the 
coonial conquest of the Northwest 
Territory and of the start of their own 
Vigo County. The reminder is the tolling 
on the hour by their two-ton courthouse 
bell, a gift from Col. Francis Vigo; for 
whom the county was named in 1818. 

Col. Vigo, soldier of fortune and fur 
trader, gave financial backing to Gen. 
George Rogers Clark in his conquest of 
the Northwest Territory and made his 
home at Vincennes. 

When Vigo was past 90, he was guest 
of honor at Terre Haute’s celebration of 
July 4, 1832 (ог 1834—there is some 
discrepancy about the exact year). 
Because of his joy at the honor and visit, 
Vigo bequeathed the bell. 

It was because the county bears his 
name that Vigo was invited to the 
festivities. “Не seemed to enjoy the visit 
very much,” wrote Vigo County historian, 
Н.С. Beckwith in 1882. "He was treated 
by all as the formal guest of the occasion. 
All were glad to see the one whose name 
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LI 
he was to lend money. теп. | 
food. and other assistance to! 
Mayor John HF. Hamtramek’s 
poor soldiers who served in this 
Тат western outpost of the Unit- 
ed States and Кері the troops 
! from starvation. 
Francis Vigo was а spy tor 
| “Май” Anthony Wayne and 
helped in the campaien 7 
| ended with the treaty at Green- 
i 
! 


ville, He later represented 5 
wilderness country’s interests by 

' going to Philadelphia lor con- 

| ferences with President, Wash- 
ington, on a number of matters. 

| When the Indiana Territory 

| was formed, Vigo befriended the 

new governor, William 7 

| Harrison, and turned over his 
mansion lo Harrison for his use 
until Grouseland contd be built 

Vigo fook a great interest in 

! Vincennes and Indiana and for 
many years served on the bourd 
of Indiana's first university at 
Vincennes. Thoush said l0 һе 

l iterate and able only fo sign 

| his name, һе donated books 10 

Б Vincennes library he helped 
establish in 1806. 

! The influx of great numbers 
of people into southern Indiana 
spelled doom for Vigo's trading 
enterprises and he suffered irom 
ill health. He had been forced 
by the British in Detroit to pay 

| a vast sum of money for his 

| physica] release when they ar 
rested him there in retaliation 
| for his services to Clark in the 

. Revolution. He was never able 
{о get. repayment from the 
federal government for money 
and credit he had extended 
| Clark. These and other reverses 
| broke Vigo. 
| Іп his old age. Francis Vigo 
was penniless and depended 
"pon charitable friends for 
bread. He was hopeful, always. 
that the United States govern- 
ment would repay him. He made 
| several petitions to the congress. 
| (о no avail. 
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THE BELL 


Vigo was very- wealthy and 
gave a great deal of credit and 
financial assislunce to Clark. 
Without this aid Clark could not 
possibly have been victorious, 

Sometitne before 1783. Vigo 
moved to Vincenens, became an 
American eitizen, and establish- 
ed that place as headquarters 
for his extensive fur trade, He 
became very successful and had 
fleets of large bouts which 
penetrated into remote regions 
of inid western Anierica. He tra- 
veled everywhere among the 
savages and wasnever harmed. 
He said he never lied to or 
cheated an Indian. 

Vigo married Elizabeth Shan- 
non, daughter of one of General 
Clark’s officers. She died in 1818 
and deft no children 

Не served the American 
cause diligently, When the Ist 
Regiment of the first Ainerican 
army following the revolution. 
came to Vincennes iu 1787, he 
befriended and aided Generat 
Harmar, its commander, Later 
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On Tuesday, Aug. 10. 1965, we 
climbed ancient iron steps and 
ladders to the cupola atop the 
Vigo County courthouse in Terre 
Haute and again paid our re- 
spects to a man who helped free 
the Old Northwest from Britian. 

This is not an adventure re- 
commended for everyone. The 
steps are steep and the cupola 
about nine stories high. 

At the top we saw THE BELL 
—the bell that Joseph Maria 
Francesco Vigo. United States 
citizen, desired that Vigo County 
receive from his estate. 

Some time ago we stood rev- 
erently at his grave in Vincen- 
nes and paid our silent tribute 
to Francis Vigo. 

And who was һе, and how did 
| the bell get hung in the couri 

house? The story is worth re- 

peating, again and again and 
again. 

Vigo was born on Dec. 3 1747, 
in Mondovi in the Piedmont re- 
сісп of the Sardinian states of 
Italy. As a young man he enlist- 
ed in the Spanish army and was 
sent to Cuba, later to New Or- 
leans, and took part іп the 

| Spanish occupation of what was 
to become known as our Louisi- 
ana Territory. 

After military service he stay- 

| ed in America und engaged іш 
the fur trade, far up the Missis- ; 
sippi River. He was in St. Louis 
by 1772, and later engaged in ai 
secret partnership with Spanish | 

Governor Fernando De Leyba. т 

When Lieut. Col. George Ro- 
gers Clark appeared unexnpected- | 
ly in Kaskaskia and other old 
French settlements along the 
Mississippi in 1778. Vigo be- 

* fviended him und gave all pos- 
sible support to the American 
CAUSE, 

It was Francis Vigo who spied 
on Henry Hamilton and his 
army af Vincennes, and 16 was 
from his inteligelice report that 
Clark was able to formulate 
plans and successfully take Vin- 
cennes from the British in Feb- 
| rhary, 1779 


| In his will he requested that 
if the government ever saw fit 

۱0 repay him that $500.00 of the 
money be spent to purchase 8 
оеп for the county which was 
named in his honor. 

He died penniless, at the home 
of a friend on March 22, 1836. 
and was buried in a paupers 
grave. The Vincennes funeral 
director who buried him was not 
paid for his services or even for 
| the casket in which Vigo мағ 
| buried. 

Many years later, a hitherto 
| neglectful government finally 
| paid Vigo’s "heirs" the money 

and interest thereon. whieh was 

owed. The interest was far 

more than the (11161160 

sadly, of no possible use to 

Francis Vigo. 

His creditors were paid-—-even 
the heirs of the undertaker who 
had buried him. Vigo County 
got its bell. And there it hangs 
high above Terre Haute to thi: 
day. It still booms out the hours 
but Francis Vigo never heard 
it and many of those for whom 
the bel] tolls never heard o: 
Francis Vigo, American. 
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ooo After 1807...the school children of Terre Haute аге not 
allowed to forget the donor of the bell. 
IN INDIANA} Charity Dye saye that when the old bell tells them 
it is tine to ко to school 
This fact led Francis Morrison to write: 


In “ONCE UPON A TIME 
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Со1.Ғгапсів Viro Bell 
and 
Song 


they say, "There goes Old Vigo 


“What 18 the story ye tell, 
014 Vigo, Old Vigo?" 

"I have only the tongue of a bell, 
But ye know, ye know! 

Look into the past if ye can, 
Long ago, long ago, 

And know the heart of a man, 
Үе know! ye know! 

Who planted the fruitful seed 

That gave me unto your need, 
014 Vigo, 014 Vigo!" 


Whom are ye calling a11 day, 
Old Vigo, Old Vigo?" 
"Justice ye oft drive away! 
7111 she know? 7111 ehe know? 
For the sake of the great heart who died, 
Long асо, long 880... 
What we owed him too often denied, 
Ye know! Ye know! 
I bid her come in! Greet her well! 
Oh, heed ye the song of your bell, 
Old Vigo, Old Vigo!" 


Reference: "THE FORTUNES OF FRANCIS VIGO" by John T. Faris 


Prepared by the Staff of the Public Library of 
Fort Wayne and Allen County, 1955 


Reprinted from "THE ROMANCE OF FORGOTTEN MEN" 
by special permission of Harper & Brothers 
Copyright, 1928, by Harper & Brothers 
formerly Chapter VI in this volume. 
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Vigo nad provided ni hin WI Une at bt ma i 
ela m if ever allowed, $590 ehentd be ied іл, 
por-hasing a bell, forthe conrt honan of thia 
enunty. The bell bna been purchased with 
prope inscription rolating to eaid Colonel 
Уз Ө, nd Mr. Hor (іп heamatd into thatreas- 
тту ofthis county in poranence of the wil 
гпяйа nearly n cantory ago tha 85.0, 

Now, tharefara, we thank Me. Bantin for 
htoontiring labor іп proenring thy amonnt ٠ 
justly алд eo long dna tho legetere of. tho long 
gore patriot, nnd жа do hereby expresa cnr 
eratitulete th» талоту of Catone! Vigo for 
his love a:d. kindnes^, nnd Кора there nevor 
will ba n time when the people о? Vigo county 
will not revere his momory —''Hemember tie 
Жай Ма! dead.” 

s'rom briefs and a history of Vincennes 
in равьевїоп of Mr. Bnntin, the reporter 
gained коте factaregarding 04. Vigc'e 
aid to General C urke. In 1778 Clarke 
left Virginia with а smell force for the 
purpose of conquerirg the Northwest! 
territory. It was hie original intention ! 
to first make an attack npon the peet at 
Vincennes. He, however, marched to | 
Kankeskin, Ill, nnd took poeseeston on 
July 4 withcut losing n ringla man on 
the expedition. Colonel Vigo төв nt (е 
time in Et, Jouis Clarke remaiced at 
Krekaskia and was іп want cf money 
and in need of provisions. Colonel Vigo 
went to Kaskaskia and relieved Clarke. 
Vigo then started for Vincennes. Не 
was captured by the Indiana, -nd finally 
fell into the bards cf Harmilten, who 
wag in charge of the poet at Viacennes 
He was held prisoner, but ٩ ۵۵ 6 
on prombe not to do anything ir از(‎ ۱ 
to the British “оп his way” to Rt. Lonis. 
Не went t St. Louis, and immediately 
etarted to Krazaskia ta render nid to 
Clarke іп œpturing Vincennes, which 
was accomp. hed іп February of 1779, 
During this time Vign sided Clarke to 
the extent of at ont $12,000. Part of this 
wan afterwards paid by Vi-ginis, but 
38.616 remained anpald. Colonel Vigo 
made а ntatement before he died. Dur- 
jng bis life he never received any com- 
pensation from the government for his 
farge expenditure, In 1873 action was 


brenpkt in the United Sintes conr! cf 
claims to recover. 8300 and interest, 

amounting іа sil to кенгіу $50 ОСО Judg- 
ment war rendered for the amount. An 
ьррев! was then trzen fo. the (Саред 

Ristea Bapreme court, ? ut. the finding of | 
| the lower court wos rnatained., i 


بم — د 


many fava conferred and ه1۳چمم‎ 10 
mno, епрегінііу by tho inhabitants of torro 


Manta. ftda my wis, will and desires and 
earnest reque-t that f the claim afor eaid із 
recovered : nd tha smonat dae me paid tomy 
executora tat they or «emn one of them shall 
pay ont cf the enamn 800? to tha connty of Vigo 
to ba ілі oot by the conenirsioners. of enid 
county or In ану other moda n8 шчу be doaned 
mort advisable hy най! солу їп ورا‎ 5964 
ofa ! ell for the oonrt hoogo of eaid сәз уа 
which іе to te insorib: d, “Prevented by Fran- 
сів V.go." 
Mr. Buntin wrotees follows: - 


In co npliance with the forms of tha foro- 
going paragraph the anid 1, iia and legal re- 
wresentatives tnye nuthoriz il эпе to рау tho 
abora mer rioned enm of 2500 ол the order of 
gour board when require for tho porpese in 
enid will eet forth, 

The commissioners, Lewis L. 6:7 
J.F. Felliager and Btnnky Robbire, 
erdered thet the proposition be recepted. 
O 1 October 18, 1886, the lart board eti 
commissioners pacacd an order requiring: 
the county tressürer to request Mr. 
Buntin to pay the $500 into the county! 
treasury із ba used яа 0۶211۱۱٨۱ іп the 
will of Colonel Vigo. Ол Janunry 15, 
lasi, tha present board psesed nn order | 
wetting forth the requirements of the bell, 
øs follows: 

11011 of best marufnclars ta 1 40 


„ponn da оғ пе near thareto па са" ha cast, with 


the fun wing words сав! snlient thereon: “Пу 
hia wil $500 of the cost of this bell wore pre- 
nenied he Francis Vigo, Vigo county, Indiana, 
A. D, 186" 

O. the 14th of this month Mr, 72 
tin. in a letter to tke. ccunty treasurer, 
said: 

Raving, іл а communitation tothe horora- 
Ме board of county eommieeionere, noder 
date of March 22, 1876, called their attention 
ton certain peragrnotvof the Int will af tho 
late olonel Fr. псі» Vigo, in whi hn ۱ 
of 8500 ія made sor tho рагроаа of procaring n 
bell for the Court hones of Vira. county, nnd 
atatipg my r-adicess to provida tha funda neo 
ووهه‎ (о сторі: with the provisions of the 
maid paregraph, when tho rrequirementa th rein 
expressed wero complied with; and having 
minea received copia of two certain o dera 
рават! by the stid board of county commie- 
afonera nndor date of October 18, 1886 and 
January 15, 1887, reanectiyaly, in which it in 
atated that tho provisions of eaid will, ва to 
tha inecription op said bell haya bean. сот-! 
plied with, E herewith hand yon the 8600, ns I, 
am, In faid 0۰۱6 directed (o do. 

Mr. Buntin has the the receipt of the 
trensurer fcr the 500 Тһе bell arrived 
from the foundry over я month ago and | 
ja at n freight depot awaiting На removal 
80 the court house. 

Oa July 15 the commirsionera entered 
the following on the records: 


Praccia Vigo жан n rntiva af Sardinia, іп 
Italy, and an eminent теге! нэ of the north- 
wentern territory of the United States, ۷6 
ho settled before the revolutionary war, He | 
wee a z^nlous patriot ard lover of his adapted : 
ovontry. In thy fio co «илийн to fros tho i 
territory frem РгіНаһ dominion hy rendored 
mast valuable nid, both hy piro ۱1م‎ 4 
thy xpendi'nre of Jargs пин of money for 
whioh the United Btates Берите | 1811у indebted 
fo him. Пі clim wns presented 
t: congress hat hy delays яп] 
neglect it LLLI nat R lowell nati 
recently throngh the ۶۲۴۳۴۳۵۱٣ of Мг, T. 
С. Bnotir, т relativa of tho clai*nant, Celine] ! 


مس ېمد 


n, COURT HOUSE BELL! 


The One Provided for tho County 
by Colonel Francia Vigo 
боаз Yearn Апо | 
» Ф | 
Ит. Т.С. Buntin lays the 8500 to 
the Connuty for ity 
Purchase. 


The History of the Transaction as Gleaned 
From a Record of the Com. 
missicners. 


Б Yr 


The 111۰۸0۴۴ of the Densilon Made by 
Orlon 1 У ро. 

The new hell fer the court house was 
ordered rnme tima вро by the county 
commirsionera, and will be ready to be 
placed іп the dome wiiblu n short tim». 
Mr. T. О. Bontin bas in his possesion n 
tranecript of all the proceedings cf the 
county commiaszioners Jo regard to the 
ball, which was presented by Colona) 
Vigo. .Threngh the kindness of Mr. 
Buntinen Кергеез reporter recur d the 
mairi} fer ibis article — Colonel Vigo 

. died: in Vincennes іп 1826. Не was a 
Bardinian by birth, but came to this 
‘country to try bis fortunes and located іп 
thia pert of the country. 1111 95 
was (Һа ої tradiog with the Indians, 
aad he came to be known 3 “The; 
Spanish Trader.” Colonel Vizo !وای‎ 
,in Vincennes.: When Gorge Rogera 


2 
НЕ VIG 


7 Cl-tke started out on his expedition with 


troops from Y irglala agnirei the Indisns 
of tbe northweat territory, ss thie 
ү of the country, was then called, he 

ecame embarruaed and was badly in 
need of fanda, Colonel Vigo advanced 
fhe meney and Clerks pioc eded оп Ма 
expedition, Afterwards Colonel Vigo 
m*de claim of tha government for the 
money he hed advanced to Clarke when 
he came to his теспе. The claim had 
not been allowed when Colonel Vigo 
mado hie will, In the will, however, he! 
made provision for the purchase of a bell 
cut of the money есите іу the allow: | 
arce of the claim, if the claim should he 
allowed nud tifere waa no doubt that the 
government would pay я debt which it! 
owed to the patriotic endesrors of; 
Colonel Vigo 

Jo April 1876, Mr. Buntin sent الوم‎ 
munication to the board cf county com- | 
miestoners setting forth the fact that the 
government lal sllosed Colonel Vigo's, 
claim, and that according to bis wiil the; 
county wan entitled to £500. The fi-| 
lowing paragraph from the will waa in- 
eorporated іп the communication: | 

Whereas, Tha county of Vigo haa БВеє | 
nanind for me nnd 11 el toward it ard i'a citi- 
sens a creat degros of estren and aftection for! 


CAF 


! 
! 
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Building /#206 ; 
ر‎ ї ^ 45; | j 
m نا‎ 5, 74 


This three-story,brick building is situated at the northeast corner of Ohio anc 
Third Streets. Although it has suffered from alterations it retains its basic 
characteristics. The structure accommodates only two stories, but it could һау? 
three. The reason for this is that an auditorium with a high ceiling is on the 
second floor. 


The first floor is divided into bays by ornate,cast-iron pilasters. They support 
an iron entablature and cornice. The display windows and entrances have all b «n 
altered and the transoms have been covered. The south side, facing Ohio Strev! 
has three,tall,round-arched windows and two shop bays. 


The second and third floors have a series of tall, round-arched windows with а 
connecting stone archivolt and individual stone sills. The west facade Нас 

seven bays, the south has light bays.  Architrave moulding remains but ٥۱6 40. 
and brackets have been removed. 


The building is "L" shaped and the distinctive gable roof lines meet at a hip 
ridge. All of the tall,round-arched windows have been bricked up. Stone quoi ıs 
cn every corner help accent the building's vertical lines. 


The first story houses several offices and have been remodeled. Тһе second level, 


however,is unused and still has many of its theatrical furnishings. А large horse- 


shoe balcony is still present as is the stage area. А large mural of Christopher 
Columbus discovering the New World is on the north wall while a mural depictis: 
Indians is on the south wall. This auditorium occupies about half of the ares 

of the second level. Тһе remaining area is divided into smaller rooms with vory 
high ceilings. 


Historic Significance: 


The second court house in Vigo County was built in 1866 at the cost ۶ه‎ 
Tt was built after the first court housc, which was completed in 1821, had Ға len 
into decay. Тһе contract for the building's construction was awarded (о 8 
Williams and Hedden &£ Reese. The courts were transferred to the second court 
house on September 7, 1866. This move was to bo temporary until the court horse 
could be repaired. Тһе original court house was never repaired. Instead Jacob 
Stork purchased it and had it demolished before 1868. 


The building also played an important role in the history of organized labor. 
A meeting was called in its large, second-floor auditorium by Lyman Brant, tt^ 


corresponding secretary of the International Typographical Union on August 2, 188!. 


Twenty-one delegates from thirteen unions in cight cities were present. Thi 
National Convention of the Amalgamated Labor Union was called to order by E. ^. 
Pagette, secretary of the Amala4mated Labor Union of Terre Haute. Pagette st "ved 
as temporary secretary and J. B. Backus, also of the A.L.U. of the city, در‎ 
as temporary chairman. At the meeting, a permanent organization was organi u J 
by electing J. E. Coughlin of Chicago, chairman and W. С. Pollner of Cleveland, 
secretary.2 The necting called for a national labor congress in Pittsburgh on 
November 15, 1831.9 . There the constitution and by laws of the Federation of 
Organized Trades and Labor Unions were adopted. The F.0.T.L.U. became the 


шэг” 
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American Federation of Labor on December 8, 1886. The auditorium was also the 
meeting place of the Morton Post Number 1 of the Grand Army of the Republic and 
The Tacoma Tribe Imperial Number 142 of the Order of Redmen in 1892 and 1893, 
respectively. As the Empire Theater, it was the scene of many vaudeville and 
burlesque acts. Later it was used as the Flora Gulick Boy's Club, Inc. Benjamin 
Cox purchased the building from the county in 1888 and remodeled its ground floor 
for offices and shops. 1% still serves in this capacity. 


1. Philip Taft, The A.F..of L. in the Time of Gompers (New York: Octagon; 
1970), P.8. Ч. 


2. Terre Haute Daily Express, August 3, 1881. 
Seip ha tt, Pa am 

Building #207: 18-24 SOUTH THIRD STREET 
Description: 


This Italianate commercial block has suffered from abuse and alterations, but 
has retained high integrity. It is a three-story, brick structure situated on 
Third Street and the alley between Wabash Avenue and Ohio Street. It has its 
distinctive gable roof and round-arched fenestration. 


The first-floor facade is divided into shop bays by cast-iron pilaster which 
have been covered up by aluminum sheets. The transoms above the bays are also 
covered. The second and third floors each have twelve, round-arched bays. 
Every window is identical with an ornate cast-iron label with corbels and cast- 
iron sills with corbels. The wooden cornice and brackets have been removed. 
All the windows on the side and rear have segmented arches. 


Historic Significance: 


Built around 1860, this commercial block was part of the dense commercial area 
surrounding the court house. Despite its age, this block has sustained a minimum 
amount of alteration. It “has been used very little in the past decade, but in 
earlier decades it was a prime location for businesses. The hall on the top 
floor also was used by the Masons, Redmen and other organizations. It is now 
vacant. 


SUBDISTRICT NUMBER TWO: "ST. JOSEPH'S-SOUTH FIFTH STREET" 


The St. Joseph Church is the center of this subdistrict. Constructed in the 
first decade of the twentieth century, it is the only pioneer church in the 
district which remains on site of the original church. The surrounding church 
property--the rectory (221) and the school (222)--have retained their high in- 
tegrity as examples of three district architectural styles: Тһе Romanesque and 
Renaissance Revaval and Neo-Classical continue to enhance the streetscape. The 
former Phoenix Club (219), now the Labor Temple, is a contemporary of St. Joseph 
Church and complements it in both architectural style and mass. These buildings 
are all that remain of what was for many years an area that separated the central 
business district and the residential area to the south. As a downtown church 
and parish school, St. Joseph's also served the Farrington Grove residential 
nciehborhood. 


ridge has sald of 1 


go Vigo рок 
sessed genius and тхуәбжуегу suc 
cessful in trading. wit trapper 


and Indians at the time of his fir- 
connection with Clark за Cohoki 
and Kashaskia. He -was truste: 
implicitly by the Creole: Indians ii 
matters of credit and 767 
and he was greatly liked and re. 
spected by both French and Span 
ish inhabitants. It probably w: 
due in part to Vigo's friendly influ 
ence that Clark wag received witi 
such favorable terms by the Span- 
ish Lieutenant Gover pes, of St 
Louis.” 


Gave Money Freely, 
Fortunate it was that Vigo gave 


hiş | freely of his money? fand did пот 


require prompt repayment of the 
funds he advanced, for most of th: 
losses were not paid until after the 
death of the patriotic Italian and 
full settlement was not made unti! 
1876, when the amount of $49,898.66 
was paid, more than. 40 years afte: 
his death. 

Colonel’ Vigo had been greatly in- 
terested in the attempts of Clari: 
to subdue the Indians in Kentucky. 
Illinois and Indianaandthatis why 
he gave of his personal fortune tı 
aid the warfare. Не had little ide: 
of getting an immediate return anc 
he gave his valuable advice a: 
freely as his coin. Historians hav: 
shown that. Colonel Vigo gave Clark 
а large amount of aid in the in- 
tricacies of holding the friendship 
of unhostile Indian tribes. 

Lack of money that followed th 
persistent fallure - the &govern 
ment to repay Colonel Vigo brought 
him to his death а penniless man. 
He made a pathetic appeal to Cor- 
gress in a petition 1 834 when he 
was 87 years old, 8% grant was 
not made at that t . He is said 
to have died in destitution’ Бо far 


as funds were conc цай! Friends 
made him comfortat позора іп 
his last years.;'. » Mi 


.NMeglected by the tJunuy һе ha) 
adopted and а section of which he 
materially saved, Francis Vigo, 
Italian-born American patriot, will 
on Sunday receive а new homage 
by other  Itallan-born Americar, 
patroits. Additional monuments 
wil mark his grave and his coun- 
trymen hope to make the name of 
Vigo second only to Christopher 
Columbus in Italian-American ДЕР 
їогу. 


Francis Vigo, his countrymen will | 


Rogers Clark was instrumental in all 


his handful of men to make the ex- | 


The belated attention to a com- | 


BY NORA BALL RAGSDALE. 
To do homage to the shrine of Col. 


| make a pilgrimage to Vincennes 
| next Sunday. Italians of Indiana 
h&ve'been deeply interested in this 
son of Italy, who with George 


the conquest of the Northwest ter- 
ritory. It was Vigo who made it 
financially possible for Clark and 


pedition. 
paratively unsung hero comes as a 


jresult of the study by Dr. Vincent 
A. Lapenta of Indianapolis, who is 


the royal Italian counsel. Inci- 
dentally, his name is familiar in tne! 
immediate locality through 


daughter, Miss Katherine Lapenta, 
who graduated from St. Mary-of- 
the-Woods College last year. Dr. 
Lapenta always was an admirer of 
his countryman, Colonel Vigo, and 
| recently he made an historical study 
| iege the life and career of the bene- 
істер of Clark. 
Will Ring Bell Here. 

A request that the Court House 
j bell presented to the county by Col- 
onel Vigo be rumg at 11 o'clock Sun- 
day morning has been made by the 
Francis Vigo Memorial Commission 
j| with headquarters at Indianapolis. 
| Harry E. Raitano js chairman of the 
commission. The request, saying the 
delegation would arrive іп the city 
at 11 o'clock Sunday morning and 
received by Circuit Clerk Fred A. 
Stalnaker, will be complied with. 
The old bell will be sounded when 
the group assembles at the Court 
House. There Attorney George А. 
Scott, president of the Vigo County 
Historical Society will و‎ 
them. 

From Terre Haute the پو‎ will 
во to Vincennes to place а wreath 
on the grave of Colonel Vigo. Un- 
der the leadership of Mr. Raitano, à 
committee for some time has been 
at work on the project of obtaining 
а proper memorial to the hero that 
apparently has been slighted іп 
many historical records of the 
Northwest ` conquest. Comprising 
the committee are: Hubert Pagani, 
secretary; Frank L. Martino, B. E. 
Lapenta, Ferdinand J. Montai, B. 
Alfred Raitano, Louis J. Arata, Dr. 
Paul Saltine, Ernest Della Penna, 
Nunzlo Mazza and Fred Jozzo. 

In his book on the life of Clark’s 
conquest in Indiana, Ross F. Lock- 
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' Italians of Indiana to Honor 


| Colonel Francis Vigo Sunday 
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The two-ton bell called "The Liberty Bell of the Northwest Ter- 
ritory" still hangs in the bell tower of the Vigo County Court 
House. Photo courtesy Mrs. H. V. Mace 


of 1778. Vigo was taken prisoner by the British officer in com- 
mand of a party of Indians near Vincennes. 

Governor Henry Hamilton had captured the garrison at Vin- 
cennes a short time before and Helm was in prison there, 
Hamilton released Vigo on condition that he would not do any- 
thing to injure the British cause during his journey home. 

Immediately after his arrival in St. Louis, Vigo went to 
Kaskaskia and gave Clark information about the Vincennes 
Post that enabled Clark to organize his expedition, march 
across lllinois and capture Vincennes. 

Vigo's last visit to Vigo County was on July 4,1832, whenhe 
was 92 years old. He had continued to trade with the Indians 
until he was an old man and then made his home in Vincennes, 
where he died March 22, 1836, at the age of 96. 

Colonel Vigo's will, dated December 9, 1834, stipulated that 
if the claim for the draft was ever recovered and the amount due 
him ever paid to his executors, $500 of the money should be 
paid to Vigo County for the purchase of a bell for the Court 
House. It was to be inscribed "Presented by Francis Vigo." 

It was to be three years less than a Century after it was 
advanced by Colonel Vigo to furnish supplies for Colonel 
Clark's army to complete his Conquest of the Northwest before 
the money was paid to the estate in 1876. 

John H. Smith, acting commissioner, had reported on 
December 16, 1835, in favor of the allowance of the claim from 
the Commission of Revolutionary Claims for the State of 
Virginia. By then, with the five per cent interest added, the claim 
paid amounted to $32,654.85. 

Colonel Vigo died three months after the award was 
granted. It was to be more than 40 years later, however, before 
the beneficiaries received the money from the Government. 
Final judgement was rendered in 1875. 

In 1876, a Vigorelative, T. C. Buntin of Vincennes and Terre 
Haute, paid the $500 to Vigo County, and on January 15 of 
1887, Vigo County commissioners authorized $2500 for the 
two-ton bell which still hangs in the Vigo County Court House. 

The bell arrived from the foundry in June of 1887 in time to 
be installed in the cupola of the new Court House when it was 
dedicated that year. It is a six-foot high bell in this high tower 
that has been declared by some as "The Liberty Bell of the 
Northwest Territory." 

High praise has been given to Colonel Francis Vigo for his 
bravery and assistance during the Conquest of the Northwest 
Territory by many national figures. A memorial statue of him by 
John Angel occupies a site overlooking the Wabash River in the 
Vincennes Memorial to George Rogers Clark. 
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Vigo's aid to Northwest 


venture enabled success 


By Frances E. Hughes 

Vigo County was named for Colonel Francis Vigo, who 
greatly aided General George Rogers Clark in his successful 
conquest of the Northwest. 

Colonel Vigo (pronounced Vego) was born December 3, 
1747, in the Piedmont region of the Sardinian State of Italy. 

As a young man, he enlisted in the Spanish Army and was 
sent to Cuba. Later, he was sent to New Orleans, where he took 
part in the Spanish occupation of what was to become the Loui- 
siana Territory. 

After his military service, Vigo stayed in America and 
engaged in the fur trade on the Mississippi River. In 1772, he 
settled in St. Louis, then a Spanish Post, where he carried on 
extensive trade and was known as “Тһе Spanish Merchant.” He 
became a very wealthy man. 

In 1793, he married Elizabeth Shannon, a sister of ‘‘Alice of 
Old Vincennes.” 

The Indiana Legislature conferred upon the county when it 
was organized the name of Vigo in honor of Colonel Vigo, then а 
resident of Vincennes. The county was created by an act of the 
Legislature of the state on the first Monday of December in 
1817 (162 years ago) ata session convened in Corydon in Har- 
rison County. The act was approved January 21, 1818, by 
Jonathon Jennings, the first Governor of the state after its 
admission to the union. 

Terre Haute, which had been organized in 1816, became 
the county seat of Vigo County. 

Vigo County had an acreage of 264,960 miles in 12 town- 
ships -- Nevins, Otter Creek, Harrison, Lost Creek, Honey 
Creek, Riley, Prairieton, Prairie Creek, Linton and Pierson, east 
of the Wabash River, and Sugar Creek and Fayette, west of the 
Wabash. 

Colonel Vigo was associated with the Conquest of the 
Northwest by an army commanded by General (then Colonel) 
Ciark. By a warrant from Virginia, Clark was empowered to raise 
a regiment of volunteers and to make the Conquest of the North- 
west as a Virginia enterprise. Most of his men, however, were 
enlisted in Kentucky. 

After Clark had captured Kaskaskia and Cohokia, he left 
part of his regiment to hold these places while he marched with 
the rest of them across what is now the State of Illinois. In 
February of 1789, he captured the Vincennes Post, which had 
been held by the British. 

Had not Colonel Vigo given Clark material help of 
$11,387.40 when he was out of money and supplies, success of 
the campaign might not have been possible. As a representative 
of Virginia, Clark was able to borrow money in December of 
1778 and January of 1779 by drawing four drafts upon Oliver 
Pollock, financial agent of Virginia, at New York. These were 
payable to Colonel Vigo, who cashed them and gave the money 
to Clark, Clark then purchased the needed supplies which 
enabled him to carry his campaign to success. 

Because of lack of funds, however, Clark was never able to 
pay these drafts and three of them, amounting to $2,671, were 
sold by Vigo some years later at a great discount. 

The remaining draft for $8,716.40 was not paid during 
Vigo's lifetime and the loss of this money depleted his fortune. 

Although Colonel Vigo was Vigo County's most historic link 
to the Revolutionary War, he died a poor man as the result of his 
great contribution. 

Practical counsel was given to Clark by Vigo as well as the 
financial help. Since Vigo had traded with the Indians for years, 
he knew them well and was on friendly terms with them. Thus, 
he was able to advise Clark on how to deal with them, telling him 
"Never lie to an Indian and he will never lie to you." By heeding 
this advice, Clark had no trouble with the Indians in his long 
march across Illinois. 

Vigo imperiled his life when he was imprisoned while help- 
ing Clark at Vincennes by taking supplies to Captain Helm, 
commander of a company of Virginia troops there in December 


VIGO BELT 


ІС BEN is а good worker and won't strike for the duration,” said 

Richard Earl, 57 years old, 334 South Thirteenth street, engineer 
and factotum at the Vigo county court house. “Big Ben is also a 

modest cuss and always keeps some parts of his face 
® covered with his hands," Earl stated. Earl explained 
that these hands were really big, probably about four 
land one-quarter feet long with a balance finger of 
approximately the same length. 

"Have you got bats in the belfrey?" Earl was 
asked, and he laughed heartiiy and retorted, “Мо 
just pigeons and starlings.” “What іп the world 
are you talking about?” Earl was asked, and chuck- 
ling he explained that "Big Ben" was the court house 
clock and that it was one of his many duties to wind А 
this clock every eight days. “You don't have to be OH! TIME IN 
a crank to turn ۵ crank," so Earl believes. THY FLIGHT. 

Winding Big Ben is really quite a job. To begin with, Big Ben, 
using Earl's words, "is high-minded” and when the Vigo county court 
house was built, the corner stone was laid in 1884 and the building 
completed early in 1899, Big Ben was placed in the dome, some 160 feet 
above the ground level, 

Earl rides the elevator to the fifth floor of the temple of justice and 


then climbs 102 steps, "I've counted them," he says, to reach the cop- 
per covered dome that houses Big Ben, or rather the steel and glass 
enclosed protection case that “protects the cogs, wheels and other соп- 
traptions,” that make Big Ben run. Earl explained that the “key” 
which he uses to wind up Big Ben has a two-foot shank and that it 
takes an hour to “prime” the clock so that he will run his scheduled 
eight days. 

“Why won't Big Ben strike, if he's working approximately 50 years in 
the same place?” Earl was asked and he explained that the cable weight 
that operates the hammer was off the pulley and that they could not 
get repair parts at the present time. By the way, this cable weight 
is a 1,000 pound one, ٥٥ you see it's no wonder the support broke and ` 
the cable got off kelter. 

“You ask why I speak of Big Ben in the male gender? Well, all I 

know is what folks tell me and I have often been told that women are 

‘two-faced’ and Big Ben is 'four-faced. Now, remember I said I had 

& been told about women, for I don't want to get beat up at home or here 


at the court house by being credited with saying such a thing," said 
Earl. Тһе four faces permits Big Ben to see and be seen in all direc- 
tions, so Ear] explained. 

Asked if Big Ben ever stopped? Earl said: "Sure, I came up to in- 
vestigate one time when Big Ben quit on us and found a glass broken 
in the case and two or three plgeons chewed up in the cog-wheels," 
said Earl. According to Earl, there are hundreds of names carved on 
the wooden part of the clock enclosure. “We do not have many visitors 
up to the dome now," Earl concluded as he extended an invitation to 
climb the 102 steps. “You get a good 'birds-eye' view of Terre Haute 
and the surrounding territory after you have made the climb, however." 


Community Affairs File 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


OY AIS WILL 
2520.07 THE СОВТ OF TNIE ani, 
WERT PRESENTED ay 
17111:1 42112 (80 COUNTY, IN» 
n "T. 


clared of the “liberty bell of Indi- 
ana," that “Т never hear its deep 
notes floating out upon the air 
but it comes to me like the glad 
voice of the departed: ‘Presented 
by Francis Vigo. — All's well? ” 

Ж kk kK XK 


sighting point 
block away. 
The Italian-born, U.S.-natural- 
ized nonagenarian provided a dis- 
tinctive reminder of his personal 
existence. Another Vigo County 
historian, H. C. Bradsby, has de- 


at least half a 


The bell Vigo gave to the county that bears his name hangs in this courthouse. 
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VIGO'S 
LIBERI Y BELL 


By ROYAL PURCELL 


Francis Vigo—From an old portrait. 


which is to be inscribed, “Рге- 
sented by Francis Vigo." 


The “aforesaid claim" was 
for a bill of more than $8,616 
indorsed to Vigo for his provi- 
sioning the colonial militia of 
Clark, but was not to be paid by 
the Federal governmentuntil 
more than 40 years later. The 
U.S. Court of Claims in 1875, aft- 
er decades of Hoosier-instigated 
promptings, finally approved pay- 
ment of Vigo's bill — plus accu- 
mulated interest from 1779 at 5 
per cent of $41,282.60 — for total 
sum of $49,898.60. 


By that time, almost 100 
years after the original Independ- 
ence Day of 1776, Terre Haute 
itself was preparing to build, not 
a first, but a second courthouse. 
In 1876, a Vigo relative, T. C. 
Buntin of Vincennes and Terre 
Haute, paid the $500 to Vigo 
County. The Vigo County commis- 
sioners on January 15, 1887, au- 
thorized $2,500 for a 4,000-pound 
bell. It arrived from the foundry 
during June 1887 in time to be 
installed for the formal dedica- 
tion. 

Today, the six-foot Vigo bell 
in its high tower can be seen 
silhouetted against the sky, over 
the main entrance to the court- 
house if а person moves to а 


V omm CITIZENS of Terre 
Haute get ready to celebrate the 
nation's anniversary in 1976, they 
will discover — or remember — 
that they already have an hourly 
reminder of the colonial conquest 
of the Northwest Territory and of 
the start of their own Vigo Coun- 
ty. The reminder is the tolling on 
the hour by their two-ton court- 
house bell, a gift from Col. Fran- 
cis Vigo, for whom the county 
was named in 1818. 


Col. Vigo, soldier of fortune 
and fur trader, gave financial 
backing to Gen. George Rogers 
Clark in his conquest of the 
Northwest Territory and made his 
home at Vincennes. 


When Vigo was past 90, he 
was guest of honor at Terre 
Haute's—celcbration of July 4, 
1832 (or 1834 — there is some 
discrepancy about the exact year). 
Because of his joy at the honor 
and visit, Vigo bequeathed the 
bell. 


It was because the county 
bears his name that Vigo was in- 
vited to the festivities. "He 
seemed to enjoy the visit very 
much," wrote Vigo County histo- 
rian, H. C. Beckwith in 1882. “Не 
was treated by all as the formal 
guest of the occasion. All were 
glad to see one whose name has 
become a household word to 
them." 


His response was in a will 
dated, Dec. 9, 1834, which said: 


Whereas, the County of Vigo 
has been named after me, and I 
feel towards it and its citizens a 
great degree of esteem and affec- 
tion for many favors conferred 
and services rendered me, espe- 
cially by the inhabitants of Terre 
Haute — it is my wish, will and 
desire and my earnest request 
that if the claim aforesaid is re- 
covered and the amount due me 
paid to my executors, that they 
or some one of them shall pay 
out of the same five hundred dol- 
lars to the County of Vigo to be 
laid out by the commissioners of 
said County, or in such other 
mode as may be deemed most 
advisable by said County, in the 
purchase of a bell to the Court 
House of said County — оп 


32 


.0rtune and then trieu . 


claim. It was not unti] 1835 that Coi. 
Vigo's accounts were pronounced cor- 
rect by federal authorities. The poor 
creditor had faith that it would be 7 
for he had made his will and bequeathed 
2500 from the amount to Vigo county. 
his namesake, for a bell, but he died, at 
96, before the claim was adjust: з. лаа | 
forty years more passed away before the 
government nrd courts had exhausted 
every means of delay. In the very ap- 
propriate centennial year, 1876, Mr. T. C. 
Buntin, paid the 8500 to the commis- 
sioners of Vigo county and a few years 
later the bell was swung in the dome of 


the county court house as ۵ memorial e 
the county's tribute to Vigo а с A 
relic as it were fram the revolution E 
had passed through many vieissicud: ; 
апа had many а narrow escape from En. 
livion. Col. Vigo had no carly авзас а 
tions with this county. befcre it жав or- 
ganized in 1818, but it was a happy 
thougnt to select his name, to ndi. 
it nnd a sacred memory from ДЭ. > 
ness. Не had been made л Goong E 
appointed commandment cf Vin P 1 
he and General W. H. Harrison OM 
lived together in the old capito 74 
thirteen venrs, and served together h 
the first Indiana territorial сопс 
іп 1812. Не hau received eulogistic le 


ve 


! ters from presidents, cabinet ministers 


enerals, praising him for his pa- 
МАГ services nnd was шалам. 
distinguished and noble citizen ot in Е 
ana, though doubtless іп the oe 1 
and feebleness of a prolonged old арс | à 
must have sunk into comparati ve Ын 
security, best known ав a gover rG 
claimant of 50 усатв standing, ШЫЛ 5 
how the people of Vigo county 1 ^ a 
shown him favor as well as honor, w Шын 
he gratefully acknowledged in his м - 
One occasion was when іп 1832 he NN 
brought to Terre Haute, at the age of 94. 


' as the honored guest at a Fourth of July 


celebration. : ^ 
TERRE HAUTE MEMORY OF VIGO. 
Although Col. Vigo was sald " A 
been a guest of Terre Haute nt à rongan 
of July celebration іш 1832 there is no 
record, apparently, of the attentions 
paid to him at that time. The Wabash 
Courier of that date devoted a half col- 
umn to the banquet, a good deal of арын 
for but be- 

{о local news for that period, 
yond the mention of a tonst іп his honor 
nothing was said of Col. Vigo, not ev eu 
that he was present. The late Mr. E - 
dam used to relate that once in ш 
“thirties” he wentto Vincennes ; iy 
stage and was struck by the courtesy л 
ап old man to д woman passenger. 1 
proved to be Col. Vigo whom Mr. Биу- 
dam 0160 not know. Mr. Foster Smith, 
of this city, who once lived in УН, 
nes, has a recollection of Vigo. He qd 
tended his funeral and heard the 0 % 
course by the very able and billiant Rev. 


; Henry Shaw, the father of Mrs. К, N. 


Hudson, who was his schoo! teacher. f 
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va سي‎ before а 
auopted his name, in 
nephew of his, Touissaint C. Buntin, 
was afterwards опе of its prominent 
citizens. Мг, Buntin narrowly escaped 
not being a citizen as the story of an 
Indiana massacre will show. In the days 
of warfare with the Indians a marauding 
band attacked the cabin of the Shannon 
family, near Vincennes. Two daughters 
wére away from home, but the mother 

Гала three children were in the cabin. 
Тһе mother and two of the children 
were slain, and as the other, a little 
girl, ran from a savage who had raised 
his tomahawk to Strike, she cried, 0 
Mon Dieu." The Indians were at peace 
d vith the French and the Savage spared 
the little one thinking she belonging to 
the favored race. She fled from the ter- 
rible sight of her dead mother and sister 
and traveled many weary miles, seek- 
ing a refuge and being refused shelter 
at the homes of the French settlers 
along the road, who feared to admit 
her. Finally a kind-hearted man pitied 
the forlorn little fugitive, took her in 
and gave her a home for a number of 
years, until she was married to Mr. T. C. 
Buntin' s father. Col. Vigo married one 
of the sisters who had been absent from 
home on the day of the massacre but 
left no children to inherit his name and 
his claims against the government, 

Francis Vigo was born in 1740, at 
Mandovi, a town of Piedmont,one of the 
Sardinian states, not far from Genoa. 
Though he was Italian born his name 
is good Spnnish and he became а sub- 
ject of Spain by enlisting in a Spanish 
regiment, which was sent to Havana, 
and from there to New Orleans which 
was then a Spnnish province. In a short 
time he resigned to become a trader. as 
an agent for New Orleans capitalists, 
with headquarters at St. Louis, also a 
Spanish post. His trade took him east 
and west and among the Indians. Не 
must have been very successful for in 
about a dozen years he was called rich 
and was able to advance $11,000 to 6 
the Vincennes expedition in money or 
supplies. 

Gen Clarke, who captured Kaskaskia 
and Vineennes from the British, thus 
gaining the territory of Ohio, Indiana, 
11111018, Michigan and Wisconsin, had 
been appointed to his command by Pat- 
rick Henry. governor of Virginia. 

Col. Vigo, though yet a subject of 
Spain, appears to have taken a great in- 
terest in the success of the Virginian, 
and when Vincennes had fallen into the 
hands of the British, after its first cap- 
ture, he ув ед Vincennes at great risk, 
was held as prisoner, and when released 
hurried to Kaskaskia, and advised 
Clarke to march against the old post, 
but Clarke, who could not hear from 
Virginia in many months, needed mon- 
ey and supplies. These Vigo advanced 
and took drafts on the Virginian agent 
away off at New Orleans. Virginia nev- 
er was able to repay him and when the 
United States assumed the war debts 
of the colonies they were not much bet- 
ter off. Vigo sold part of his claims at 
a small discount and held the rest, beling 
well-to-do at the time, but he lost his 
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er of the Vigo court house 


+ h gyeat bell weighing over two 


nan E 
t М Жозе sonorous voice hasa long 
story to chime. 


Few others can tell 
one of more interest. It is said of the 
old cracked Independence bell that none 
other in America has апу particular 
interest, which is a mistake. Unforttun- 
ately the Vigo bell has always to talk in 
measured tones. At noon and mid- 
night it utters tweive words, ап hour 
liter it says “one,” and so on. If it 
could burst into some of those peals or 
tolls, such as Dickens interpreted in 
his Christmas story, for Toby Veck, this 
bell could carry the thoughtful or fanci- 
ful listener back to revolutionary days. 
He would see Francis Vigo pressing 
money into the hands of Gen. Clarke; 
and then the Virginian hero and his 
rugged voluteers wading through miles 
of swamp and snow on a February day, 
to capture Vincennes and pull down the 
English flag which then marked Indiana 
as British territory. He would see a 
stalwart man of forty asking for the re- 
payment of the money, that had been 
cheerfully loaned, then an o'd man of 10 
writing and petitioning for the return 
of the money and then а very old and 
poor man of 90 still waiting on gevern- 
ment for the money so long past due, 
or for even an acknowledgment that it 
was a just claim. and the last scene was 
the death of the veteran at 96, very 
poor, but at last a preferred creditor of 
the United States. Let the bell toll for 
Vigo's trials. But, as the vision passes 
from the wild Virginia territory of 1779 
to the fair states of Ohio, Indiana, Illi- 
nois, Michigan and Missouri the bell 
should peal lustily for the man who 
saved the first to become the last. In 
the money loaned to Clarke was the 
purchase price for the bell which 
swings under the court house dome. 

Col. Vigo's story is not an uncommon 
one. Others, who have in generous en- 
thusiasm, patriotic zeal or by the for- 
tune of war become creditors to govern- 
ments have suffered from the deferred 
hope which makes the heart sick. Dur- 
ing the revolution, Beau Marchais, a 
French financier and author of the 
famous opera, “Тһе Barber of Seville," 
American colonies millions 
worth of supplies on credit. He died 
poor and yet unpaid in 1799 and the fin- 
al payment of $160,000 was voted by 
It possibly had been 
lost in the senate. About 1793 the 
French captured in time of peace, as 
they were always belligerent in those 


days, many American merchant vessels 
and rich cargoes. 
administration settled 


When the Jefferson 


for Louisiana, 
Napoleon also settled ror these vessels, 


but the "French Spoliation Claims" still 


remain unsettled with the ship owners 


and their heirs, some of whom live in 
Terre Haute and would like to have 
their money. 
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Congress in 1835. 
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МІР О. СТЕ .embers ۰ 
Vigo, whom ... says was then called a | 
Swiss, He went to the funeral and saw | 
the burial in а coffin, painted biack. The 


١ old man, who had lived quietly aud ob- |. 


surely was an estimable character, ; 
though peculiar and very obstinate. He } 
was illiterate and could neither rend nor i 
write but he had a very tenacious mem- 
огу. He possessed a large box-full of 
papers and could tell the contents of 
each paper. The Smiths’ father remem- 
bered in old times when Vigo once came 
up the Wabash in a keel-hoat, trying to 
buy provisions. He found them very 
scarce and taking a handful of gold he 
threw it into the river, saying that if it 
could not buy anything it was of no 
good. We can't vouch for this over a 
century-old story. 

So Vigo died. His meed was left to 
posterity whieh gave him íull honor. 
In life he had the consciousness of ser- 
vices done, of incniculable value to 
his country. Не rather would have fett 
that consciousness and remain poor 
than to loge it and pet the $50.000 due to 
him. As for the future—the noble can- 
opy of his bell tells the story. The dome 
scen from afar in the night holds aloft 
a shining wreath of electric fre and the 
steady glow of the illuminated clock— 
disks. Bright types of the glory of 
man's achievement. What a piece of 
work of man! How noble іп reason! 
How infinite in faculties! in form, and 
moving, how express and admirable! in 
action, how like an angel! in apprehen- 
sion, how like a God! the beauty of the 
world! the paragon of animals. 
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ortune апа then trieu . 
claim. It was not until 1835 that Cor. 
Vigo's accounts were pronounced cor- 
rect by federal authorities. Тһе poor 
creditor had faith that it would be paid 
for he had made his will and bequeathed 
$500 from the amount to Vigo county, 
his namesake, for a bell, but he died, at 
96, before the claim was adjust دد‎ 171 
forty years more passed away before the 
government avd courts had exhausted 
every means of delay. In the very ap- 
propriate centennial year,1876, Mr. Т. C. 
Buntin, paid the 3500 to the commis- 
sioners of Vigo county and a few years 
later the bell was swung in the dome of 
the county court house as a memorial òr 
the county's tribute to Vigo іп 1818, а 
relic as it were from the revolution that 
had passed through mauy vicissitudes 
апа had many a narrow escape ош ob- 
Jivion. Col. Vigo hud no carly associa- 
tions with this county. befcre it was or- 
ganized in 1818, but it was а happy 
thought to select his name. to preserve 
it und a sacred memory from forgetful- 
ness. He had been made a Colonel and 
appointed commandment of Vincennes, 
he and General W. H. Harrison had 
lived together in the old capitol for 
thirtecn years, and served together Іп 
the first Indiana territorial conveution 
іп 1812. He had recelved enlogistic lei- 
ters from presidents, cabinet ministers 
and generals, praising him for his pa- 
triotic services and was «altogether a 
distinguished and noble citizen of Indi- 
ana, though doubtless in the poverty 
and feebleness of ۵ prolonged old age he 
must have sunk inte comparative ob- 
security, best known as a government 
claimant of 50 years standing, but some- 
how the people of Vigo county had 
shown him favor as well ая honor, which 
he gratefully acknowledged in his wilt. 
One occasion was when іп 1832 he was 
brought to Terre Наше, at the age of 92, 
as the honored guest at. a Fourth of July 
celebration. 
TERRE HAUTE MEMORY OF VIGO. 
Although Col. Vigo was sald to have 
been a guest of Terre Haute at a Fourth 
of July celebration in 1832 there is no 
record, apparently, of the attentions 
pald to him at that time. The Wabash 
Courter of that date devoted a half col- 
umn to the banquet, a good deal of space 


{о local news for that period, but һе- 
yond the mention of п toast in his honor 
nothing was said of Col. Vigo, not even 
that he was present. he late Mr. Suy- 
dam used to relate that once іп the 
“thirties” he went to Vincennes Юу 
stage and was struck by the courtesy of 
an old man to n woman passenger. It 
proved to be Col. Vigo whom Mr. Suy- 
dam did not know. Mr. Foster Smith, 
of this city, who once lived tn Vincen- 
nes, has a recollection of Vigo. Не at- 
tended his funeral and heard the dis- 
course by the very able and Шал! Rev. 
| Henry Shnw, the father of Mrs. Н. М. 
Hudson, who was his school teacher. 
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Community Affairs File 


FRANCIS VIGO BELL "MYSTERY." | 
A new item out of Vincennes within the past few | 
days announced that the “mystery” surrounding the 
Francis Vigo bell had been cleared up by ап investi- |! 
gation carried on by the D. A. К. members of that || 
city. There had been much perturbation, according 
to this version of the matter, over the whergabouts 
of the famous bell, but a thorough investigation had 
been made and the bell had been definitely- located. 
Yes, sure enough, it was found in the dome’ pf. the 
Vigo County Court House, right here in Terre 
Haute, where it had been ever since it had been a | 
bel. So far аз Terre Haute is concerned there | 
never has been any mystery about this famous gift | 
from the man whose name our county bears. If any- | 
body wanted:to know about the Francis Vigo bell 
all they had бо de was to ask any of the old-timers 
in this city, 7. 
The story of the bell is very interesting in itself 
and it will bear repeating. Francis Vigo was one 


of the pioneers in the Wabash Valley back in Revo- 8. 


lutionary War times. Не backed George Rogers 
Clark with supplies and was a great help in the fight 
against the British on the Western front; He had a 
claim against the government ‘for $8,000 as a result 
of the material aid he had given Clark, but gov- 
ernment red tape was as thick in those days as. it 
is even now. Vigo never could, get his; money out 
of the government and he died practically penni- |’ 
less. Не had desired very much to da something 
permanent for the county that had been named for 
him and in his will he bequeathed $500 to the county 
for a. bell for its Court House. However, there p 


of the bell had to wait. 

Francis Vigo died in 1836. Fifty yout later 
Congress recognized the claim he had against the 
government. The original $8,000, with compound 
interest, had grown to $49,000, , Then Vigo County 
got its money and it bought the Court ‘House bell. 
The bell itself shows. that it was cast in 1887. 1 
was put in the dome of the new Court House and 
there it has remained. It is the bell that strikes. the 
time of day in the Court House ' elock—whenever | | 
they remember to wind the clock. det A 
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. wasn't any $500 in his estate and so ‘the ahi 
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COURT HOUSE BELL 


Inscription On the Bell Tells All! 
About It, While Historians 


Search About For Facts. RE FERENCE 
| The Francis Vigo bell, presented po NOT 


to Vigo county by the man after 


i whom the county was named, hangs 

in the dome of the court house of 
where it has been since first in- ty 
-stalled there Aug. 16, 1887. About roll 
once a year some one agltates aj Gre : NS 
story to the effect that the bell, in-| SS 
stead of being in the court house, A 

is hanging in some church of col- < 
огей people іп Тегге Haute. Тһе) «S 

last time this story was started, 

about six weeks ago, members P 

the Vincennes chapter of the D. А. t =ч ile 
R. sent an investigator to this city} Community Affairs Fil 
who found the bell hanging іп thel) 
court house. 1 

Francis Vigo, in his will probated | 
іп 1827, left the county $500 which! 
was. to be applied on the ригсһазе | 
of the bell. At that time there was 
not that much money in his estate. 
Vigo had clothed and fed the United 
States soldiers who, under George 
Rogers Clark, were exploring the 
territory that now is southern | Іп-| 
iana and Illinois, taking morini 
by Clark for the federal governmen! 
which was responsible. ‘He spen | 
about $8,000 іп this manner and i 
was not till years afterward, after | 
long litigation in congress, that. aj 
bill was passed to reimburse the 
Vigo estate, but when finally passed | 
the accumulated interest made الله‎ 
payment to the heirs something 
more than $49,000. 

The $500 for the bell was piacan 
at the disposal of Vigo county ап4 
in 1887, when the present cour 
house was finished, the bell was 
|hung in the dome where it still 
hangs. On the outside of the belt: 
із this inscription: 

By His Will 

$500 of the Cost of This Bel — oy 
Were Presented by dd 
Francis КИЕ; An igo County, та, 1 
1837. We 

The 1 P rns more than two 
tons, 4.020 pounds to be exact, and 
hangs directly beneath the clock. It 
rests on a wooden framework bulli 
on a steel foundation. It is sounde 
by the striking of a piece of iron | 
about %x6x6 inches in size which | 
| strikes the bottom of the bell оп 
outside. To mount it so it would 
5 and be sounded by an ord 
clapper would soon cause 4 

e of the court house to fall fi 
ө vibrations. The bottom part of| 
bell is about flve inches in 
ickness. Its size alone s 
ve that it would not be us 
) ordinary со рын ae the 
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ATOP THE COURTHOUSE — 
Today we show the two-ton 
bel at the Vigo County 
courthouse. On this day, Jan. 
29, in 1779, Col. Francis Vigo 
first met George Rogers Clark. 
When Col. Vigo wrote his will 
in 1834, he specified $500 99 | 
toward а bell at the 
courthouse. This amount was 
finally paid in 1876. The bell 
cost an estimated $2,500, with 
the county commissioners 
paying the remainder. It was 
also called the "Liberty Bell of 
the Northwest Territory." The 
courthouse had its grand open- 
ng on June 7, 1888. It cost 
$443,000. 


House of Photography 


ТА? гүүг» 


мәлі. 


fairs File 


ГЕ, INDIANA 


Keeping Record Straight. 


These records prove that 
, clock and ihe Vigo bell was hung 
‘in the new court house. The new 
court house referred to, is the one 
now standing with the corner stone 
proving that it was placed in 1884. 

Further questioning о! “old 
timers" such as George Scott, Wil- 
liam Hendrich and a few others 
brings to light the reason for the 
"rumor" that the Vigo bell was not) 
jn the court house tower. The facts 
aeem (о be as follows: When the 
old court house, built in 1818 and 
‘abandoned in 1866, was torn down 
jan old bell that had been used at| 
the court house was salvaged and! 
was stored for future изе, After the 
$500 grant from Col. Vigo, provided 
a new bell, this old bell was loaned, 
some say by Judge Willlam D. 
Mack, to a colored church and from 
these facts, a distorted report was 
circulated that it had been the Vigo: 
bel! that had heen loaned. 

Some one may want to know why 
the Vigo bell, no longer sounde the 
hours and half hours, Well, its the! 
sad part of the story. A few years 
ago, the mechaniam that controlled 
the striking of the bell broke. The 
clock will stil! run, but the mech- 
anism to lift the hammer to sound 
the bell, will not operate and during | 
the war emergency It has been im- 
possible to secure repair parts and! 
to repair the mechanism, so tha! 
on the hour and half hour the Col 
Vigo bell will send forth its mes- 
| sage of the passing of time. 

Incidentally the court house clock 
! has to be wound by hand, but 1t has 
‘heen learned that it ia possible to 
Install. an electrical winder: and to 
{зо (x the mechaniam that the Vigo 


hell tones will again reverberate 
over the city of Terre Haute. Per- 
haps the county commissioners ОГ 
some civic-minded citizen or group 
will prumote the movement to get 
the old bell to sounding agaln. Time 
in passing. does bring changes you 
know. 


the 
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Court House Bell War Casualty; | 
. Proof 'That It's The Vigo Bell 


Francis Vigo was a native of Sar- 
dinia in Italy, and an eminent mer- 
chant of the northwestern territory 
of the United States where he had 
settled before the Revolutionary 
War, He was a zealous patriot anil 
lover of his adopted country. In the 


from British dominton, he rendere! | 
most valuable aid, both by personal 
labors and the expenditures of large 
amounts of money, for which the 
United States became justly in- 
debted to him. His claim was pre- 
sented to congress for allowance 


allowed until recently through the 
perseverance of Mr, T. C. Buntin, i 
relative of the claimant, Col. Vigo 
had provided in his will that out ot 
his claim, if ever allowed, five hun- 
dred dollars should be used !n pur- 
chasing & bell for the court house 
in this county. The bell has heen) 
purchased with proper inscriptions 
relating to Col. Vigo, and Mr, Bun- 
tin has paid into the treasury ol 
this county іп pursance of the will. 
made nearly a century ago, the five 
hundred dollars, 

Now therefore, we thank Mr. Bun- 
tin for his untiring labor in ۰ 
curing the amount во justly and so. 
long due the legatees of the long! 
gone patriot, 
press our gratitude to the memory | 
of Col. Vigo for hls love and kind- | 
ness and hope there never will bo a, 
time when the people of Vigo county) 
will not revere his memory. "Re- 
member the faithful dead." 


LEVI ҮҮ. DICKERSON. 
ASA М. BLACK, 
SANDFORD 8. HENDERSON, 


Commissioners of Vigo Counts 
Attest--Frank Arimstrong, Auditor 
Commissionera Record 15, Page 125 

Howard Clock Company. 

Comes now by Eli W. Leeds, ite | 
agent, and авзун that the clock fur- 
nished by sald Company Їн now 
complete and constructed in all re- | 
кресін as promised and moves the 
Board to allow to sald Clock Co. the 
sum of $2,500.00 as before agreed 
And it is ordered that sald Leeds 
be employed to take care of said 


clock until further order of this 
board, at $100 per annum, $25.00 
thereof payable on Nov, 22, 1887, and 
a ike sum quarterly, thereafter on 
the order of the Auditor, L. W. 
Dickerson, Asa M. Black and Sanl- 
ford М. Henderson, commissioners of 
Vigo County. Attest Frank Arm- 
strong, Auditor. 
Commissioners Record 15, Page 187. 

Rehanging Clock Bell. 

Saturday morning. Nov. 18. 1887. 

Board met pursuant to adjourn- 
ment from yesterday with all mem- 
bers present. The minutes of yester- 
day were signed. Following are the 
day's proceedings: It is ordered that 
the plana for re-hanging the clock 
bell at the new court house be hereby 
approved and the contract for erect- 
ing the saine is hereby awarded to 
the Pittsburgh Bridge Co. on their 
bid of $88. This bid was submitted 
by F. L. Garlinghouse, engineer, on 
Nov. 11. 1887. L. W. Dickerson, Asa 
M. Black and Sandford S. Ежен 
son, commiestoners of Vigo County. 
Attest Frank Armstrong, Auditor 


'flerce struggle to free the territory | 


риё by delays and neglect It was not 
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By Curtis Bridwell. 

The historic Vigo county bell, for 
which Colonel Francis Vigo left 
$500 in his will toward the purchase 
price. still hangs on Ия 6 
in the Vigo county court house 
tower, Just beneath the court house 
clock. 

Seeing ін believing, especially 
when the sense of sight is backed 
by the senses of hearing and feel- 


ing and supported by official ٢ 


tries In the records of the Vigo 
county commissioners. 

I, personally saw the famous old 
bell Oct. 15, 1945. Т touched it, 
reverently; I heard the deep- 
throated sound that came from the 
bell, when the court house clock 
winder, Richard Earl, lifted the 
heavy hammer that causes the bell 
to send out its message, which 
might be construed as ita tones 
started out from the tower, that 


overlooks the су that Colonel! 
Vigo materially alded іп estahlish- 
ing. as reverbrating back with the 
meesage “remember the  falthful 
dead." 


The climb to the hell tower із a 
thrill in itself, especially when 
there ің a fixed purpose іп the pll- 
grimage, and that purpose was to 
disprove the often repeated rumor, 
that the old bell was no longer in 
its place of honor. You go ир five 
stories In the old, but still service- 
able court’ house elevator. You 
follow -your guide through a ator- 
age room (incidentally the Vigo 
county voting machines purchased 
over 40 years ago, but still used 
more or less successfully by the 
electorate of the county are some 
of them atored in this room). You 
come to an fron stairway, so steep 
that It seema more like a ladder, 
you climb and climb, they claim 


|there are more than 100 steps to 
|the clock dome and then ак you 
round the turn and step over the 
Iron rail guard, you are in the bell 
|tower and are gazing at the old 
! bell. 
| Story of the Bell. 
There are inscriptions on the 014 
(вей, molded with and іп the iron 
jthat forms the bell. The most no- 
iticeable one is—Ry his will $500 of 
‘the cost of this hell were presented, 
by Francis Vigo, Vigo County, їла: | 
A. D. 1887. The other, on the ор» 
posite side of the bell, the Vigo іп- 


scription faces the west, is—Mc- 
Shane Bell Foundry; Henry М2- 
Shane and Company, Baltimore, 


Md.; Trademark 1887, 

Seeing the bell, feeling the bell 
and hearing the bell wag not enough. | 
I wanted to learn more. I appealed 
to two friends (they proved they 
were) Art Clark and Mary Leak NI 
the Hendrich Abstract Company. I 
wanted to find entrfes in the Vigo 
jcounty commisstoners records con- 
cerning the Vigo bell. They found 
them for me and made me copies 
ıf these entries. Here they are: 

Commissioners Record 15, Page 51 


Friday Morning, July, 15, 1887 
Court House Bell 
Col, Francis Vigo 


Are hives CRE 


Апа һе кале Clark the lay of the | 
And, with $16,000 worth of | 
Vigo's clothes, food and munitions, | 


i Clark started on his march of con- | 


quest. He had less than 200 men 
and the season was one of Spring 
fioods. Breasting the flood waters, 
Clark and his men waded through 
to Vincennes and utterly surprised 
Hamilton. 

The Stars and Stripes went up at 


the British post holding all territory 


south of the Great Lakes. But Vigo 
was left “holding the bag” with for- 
mal orders on the treasury for 


| about $16,000. What was to be done 


Vigo could have had any default- 


| ing firm giving such orders put into 


bankruptcy, but wben the govern- 
ment was the debtor he had to 
till the government got 


Vigo got into his canoe and went 
to New Orleans to Oliver Pollock, a 
treasury agent of Virginia. Не just | 


1 
laughed at Clark's orders to pay. 

“No funds 186-111 forward them 
to headquarters." 

And so they went. Vigo waited— 
he waited а year. He sent messages 
{о Virginia. Не waited two years. 
He went to Virginia. Мо trace of! 
his vouchers could be found. Every, 
one jeered at him and his bills. 
They intimated he was а fraud. | 


i Adventure of a Claim 


He waited twenty-five years. 
‘Then the paper was found—the 
formal treasury order by а com- 


;missioned commander of a Virginia 
army. It was found up іп the 
Capitol cupola, along with a batch 
of scrap paper. But now the red 


tapers took it in hand again. Clark 
and Ue Wabash Valley. Oh, yes. 
| t country had had been ceded 
و‎ Une Sam and was now being 
parcelled into the states of Indiana. 
aigan, Ohio. Illinois and Wis- 
" Virginia had ceded “їе: 
claims must жо with 
ЕГ 4 эй "^ 7 
е ИГ. 
la " 


| land. 


| whistle 
| ready to pay. 


м, 
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‚_. Of Famous Francis Vigo Bell 


obsessed with that sweet word 
“Пһегіу” that he would have gone 
to hades and back any time just for 
sheer love of fighting for it. The 
man who bequeathed this old bll 
to the Wabash Valley was another 
Lafáyette—the Lafayette of the 
Wabash and of the five fine Ameri- 
can states now lying north of it. 
The donor of the Wabash bell had 
done business with the government 
—апа the, government paid—after 
néarly 100 years. To be sure, the 
man who had transacted the busi- 
ness with the government died a 


pauper and was wheeled in a little 
hand cart to а pauper's grave at 
old Vincennes. 

` In his -age and poverty, nearly 
60 years after he had presented his 
bHls for service rendered to the gov- 
! ernment, he would assure those who 
cared for him that they would some 
| day receive their pay. They thought 
! the old man harmlessly insane. And 
so he died. 

And as no one would listen to 
him, he' mentioned those bills Uncle 
Sam owed him once again—in his 
wil. His will provided that 1f ever 


should go to buy a bell to ring out 

3 the glad tidings. 

: You сап hear the bell now 1f you 
visit Теггө Haute. The bell sum- 
mons us to a consideration of the 
ways of business and why Amer- 
ica's industrial prowess 1s the mar- 
vel of the world. 

| Francisco Vigo was а Spaniard 

| who served in a Spanish regiment 

lin Cuba. His enlistment expiring, 
he took up Indian trading on the 
Mississipp! and the British rulers 
at Vincennes levied on most of his! 
earnings in fees, taxes, assessments 
and licenses, 

A Ragged Expectation. 

All this warmed Vigo's heart to- 
ward “Zhorzh Vashington” and his 
revolutionary war. The day came 
his charice to help. To his Indlan 
| trading post at Kaskaskia came a 


number of ragged, starving Amer- 
ican troops. They had come out 
from Virginia to put a stop to this 


4 


| “halr-raising” bounty business. 
George Rogers Clark was their 
leader. Their march down the Ohio 


had been long. Their moccasins 
were worn out, their bullets were all 
gone, their food all eaten. 

Vigo backed the sentiments of his 
heart with his purse and bought 
bullets at New Orleans, powder, 
food and leather. These supplies he 
brought to Kaskaskia while the 
tired Americans rested. Meanwhile 
he scouted Vincennes and Sir Henry 
Hamilton's fortification for them. 
He was captured and the British 
| were going to kill him as a spy. 
| But the Vincennes, Creoles knew 
him. They came to the fort and: 
| Father Gibault, their leader, asked ; 
ifor Vigo. their friend. Hamilton 
l relented and released the spy, ex- 
! torting a proinise that he would not 
! visit the American ca'mp but would 
go to St. Louis. Vigo went to St. 


| Uncle Sam paid part of the money 


Down in the Wabash Valley ба 
hell whose tones blend with the 


music of the birds. writes I. K. 
Russell in the Nation's Business. 
It iq a storied bell It’s a story for 
all who want Uncle Sam to rush 
in and make America the kind of 4 
country Еигаре is—a- condition 
from which America | emerged 
through its Revolutionary War. If 
all bedevers in government owner- 
ship ef industry could hear this old 
bell's.story they'd lose their blind, 
unreasoning faith in that fallacy. 
To the story. Тһе Wabash Val- 
ley bell exists because of a provi- 
sion іп an adopted American’s will. 
Before America could claim title to 
this Wabash country Americans 
had to fight for it. But in those 
days. many besides native Ameri- 


«ans saw the need for the young re- І 


«public to win. They were men 
overharrled by government and 

' overtired of government restrictions 
on individual Hfe. 

Lafayette was such a Frenchman. 
His countrymen sald of his mad ай- 
‘venture as a soldier of fortune un- 
der Washington that he was so 
А 


— 
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| Louis and then back again to George 
Rogers Clark., 
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Апа Төгге Haute stil had the 
wil. And got the money and 
bought the bell and built a Court 
House to hang it in. There it 
stands, ringing out the glad tidings 
that Uncle Sam will pay—if you! 
give him time. 

This, of course, Isn't typical of 
government in business, but red 
tape is just as strangling now us 
then. 


1 3 
Bathers at Perth, Australia, have 
been attacked by a sea inhabitant 
that inflicted painful wounds un- 
like any known in that part of the 
country, but which, are believed to 
he similar to the sting of a tropical 
jellyfish. 


put him at the head of their parade 
und named their county for him— 
Vigo County with Terre Haute the 
county seat. . 

“ГИ tell you what I'll do for you," 
he said as he started home from 1118 
hour of honor. “ГИ leave a will 
giving enough money to you to buy 
а Court House bell if Uncle Sam 
ever honors my treasury notes." 
Terre  Haut& pioneers laughed. 
They expected no money—but they 
kept the will. 

Vigo was wheeled tó his pauper's 
grave in 1836 and then in 1876 
Uncle Sam woke up and took the 
Vigo claim away from his “гей 
tapers” and bureaucrats. He paid 
it—wilh interest. 


Congress would ^idmit its validity 
but postpone £ction- for lack of 
'unds or some cther reason. Finally 
Vigo came to the feebleness of old 
age. Не had teen ruined by this 
support of ` Clark—his working 
vapital was gone. 

And when he talked of hls claims, 
people smiled. 

lile always spoke of his claim as 
being for so many "dollars" but he 
pronounced ig “doleyr.” 'That was 
the French word for grief or pain 
апа "Vigo'asdoleurs" became the 
toast of old 6 

Folk moved, ito the war land 
«rants north’ of Vincennes and 
‘organized a county. "They gave old 
{Vigo his first publie honor, for they 


| 
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behind the headlines 


Larrison on Courthouse: ‘Tear it down!’ 


| Ж 
Canoe officials have this fan blowing on 
fuseboxes to help keep them cool, according 
to County Clerk Leland Larrison, who believes 
the Courthouse should be torn down. The 
photographer's flash stopped the motion of the 
fan, which was operating when the photo was 


Photo by Orth 


taken. 


/ 


Apad 


While та" хаал consider ne local ~ )the fifth floor windows that blew out during 


a recent storm with corrugated fiberglass. 
But the wood around the windows is so rot- 
ten they can't nail the fiberglass up." 


Larrison is making a pitch for tearing 
down the Courthouse and building a City- 
County Building, as tall as is necessary, on 
two lots in the center of the property, where 
Wabash Avenue comes in. He thinks stone 
from the current building should be 
salvaged and used for the first couple of 
floors. 


"Put the jail in there, too. And make 
parking right outside, so people can park at 
the door ilke they want to. They do any- 
how," Larrison added. 


Never one to shy away from controversy, 
Larrison is making his pitch just as the 
County Commissioners begin spending 
money connected with construction of a 
new jail in the midst of the vacant land 
north of the Courthouse. They are con- 
sidering a general obligation bond issue for 
the new jail and possible other develop- 
ments such as a separate office building 
and renovation of the courthouse for 
courts. 


Vigo County Public Litirary 


courthouse a landmark to be preserved, 
one local official has a different opinion. 

"This Courthouse should be closed and 
torn down. It's areal health hazard. Why it's 
50 dirty that people may get Legionnaire's 
Disease from it." Lee Larrison was just get- 
ting started on a subject he has a lot to say 
about. 

Property north of the Courthouse was 
purchased by the city of Terre Haute while 
Larrison was mayor. He envisioned con- 
struction of a city-county building there in 
the distant future. He still thinks that would 
be the best use of the property, and thinks 
building a jail will ruin chances for wise 
development of the land. 

Larrison says that the plumbling and the 
wiring іп the Courthouse are terrible. “This 
place has been rewired 50 times,” he said. 
"There are plugs everyplace in a helter- 
skelter way. The electrical situation is so 
bad that they have a fan blowing on the 
fuse box to keep it cooled down. The eleva- 
tor is bad, too. 

"Dirt and dust from the fifth floor pene- 
trate downwards. You name the debris, it's 
got it. Now they are getting ready to replace 
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long-desired remodeling іп fa- i 
vor of a completely new, 1 
less expensive, paint decor and|; 
some needed changes in heat- 
ing factilities for several of- 
fices. Air conditioning had al-) 
leviated hot weather miseries! . 
only a year or so before. 

The new paint job, featuring 
light blue walls and white wood- 
work, was a decided change 
from local courtroom tradition 
and was met with some ques- 
tion by the judge as well as 
others. But, he observed, 6 
varished woodwork had be- 
come so discolored that it 
would have required consider- 
able expense for complete strip- 
ping and refinishing. In re- 
sponse to a comment that the 
new color scheme improved the 
formerly drab appearance of the 
old gray marble wainscoting 
surrounding the courtroom, the 
judge replied, “Well, this will 
do for now," adding that the 
paint job had delayed greater 
expense whieh could be made 
later if found necessary. 

X Other changes have neces- 

ily occurred throughout the 

32 ry of the 82-year-old build- 


— — 


ng. The next installment in this 
series will touch on some of 
those changes, not only with re- 
gard to the building, but in 
connection with changing times 
as the past is reviewed. 
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fices and ihe installation of a 
central air conditioning system 
for th» courtroom and offices: 
were particularly welcome ad- 
ditions. 

The Superior Court No. 2 re- 
modeling program also made 
use of the hallway at the end 
of the north wing on the third 
floor. What had been idle hall 
space, a large reception room| 
and another large but little used 
anteroom yielded a law library, 
two private offices for court at- 
taches and a reception room in 
addition to the judge's cham- 
bers and a jury room shared with 
Superior Court. 

Air conditioning had been part 
of an earlier redecorating and 
minor remodeling program in 
Superior Court which retains| 
much of its original Style, | 
though carpeted and decorated: 
in a lighter decor than is а5-. 
sociated with. early courtroom 
scenes. The third floor south: 
wing hallway also contributed! 
needed space to this court as an} 
office for the court reporter was | 
constructed adjacent to the 
judge's chambers. 

Circuit Court experienced 


some changes under the late 
Judge Herbert R. Criss. Тһе, 


two-story ceiling was lowered 
and the similarly high window! 
structures around the third, 
floor of the west wing were! 
filled with glass brick around} 
small, modern, metal-framed| 
windows. That measure con-| 
‘served heat in winter, but left! 
the courtroom almost unbear-| 
ably hot in mid-summer, i 

Aside from occasional re-| 
decorating, the appearance of| 
the courtroom remained un-| 
changed during the tenure оГ 
the late Judge H. Ralph John-| 
|ston. Judge Johnston assumed| 
|the bench in January, 1963, with 
!plans for a complete remodel-| 
ing of the courtroom and оғ 
fices. | 

However, determined to im-| 
prove the handling of juvenile! 
matters, particularly with re-| 
gard to detention of juveniles | 
at some place other than the | 
| jail, Judge Johnston redirected | 
| courtroom remodeling money to 
|Ше development of the Viso 
County Juvenile Center. 

Last fall the judge again de-! 
ferred a large expenditure for! 


“ 


. and the whole job only 
cost a few hundred dollars," Ше! 
! commissioner reports. 

The decision to spend that) 
‘money for that purpose came 
after a visit to Spencer and the 
lOwen County Courthouse ' 
which had looked worse than 
this one." The improved ap- 
pearance of the Owen County 
building. mostly due to paint-: 


| ing of the interior, convinced 


the Vigo commissioners that 
their own bare-walled basement 
needed the same treatment. 

Other improvements, includ- 
ing several recent and curreat 
projects, have been somewhat: 
more complex and considerably 
more expensive. 


More Space Needed 

The continuing need for more 
people and equipment to per- 
form more services for a more 
demanding publie has resulted 
in several Courthouse changes. 

Both the north and south ends 
of the second floor hallway have 
been enclosed in recent years 
ilo provide additional 6 
space for the commissioners at 
the one end and the county as- 
Sessor at the other. Earlier, the! 


county clerk's offices were ex- 
panded into the west wing hall. 
|All three hallway areas had 
| become dead space with the «е-, 
| moval of the outside steps from 
Ше street level to the second 
|floor. Only the east wing steps 
lon Third St., now generally ac- 
cepted as the “front” of the 
building, remain. 

With few exceptions, however, | 
the 19th Century character of! 
the structure lingers over the 
modern filing cabinets, desks 
and electric typewriters in both 
old and newly remodeled, air 
conditioned offices. 

Courtrooms Changed 

The unending battle with thej 
old building to make more ef-| 
ficient use of ils space has been| 
extensive changes in some 
areas. Superior Court No. 2, 
which had remained unchanged! 
for many years, was completely 
done over а few years ago.. 
Light oak paneling for the court- ; 
room and some walls of the of 
fices with brightly modern 
painted surfaces on other walls | 
and some new furnishings 
brought about a thorough 
change. Lowered ceilings in of- 


By JACK A. HUGHES 
Tribune Staff Writer 


The Vigo County Courthouse 
is more than a building. 

The hopes and fears of thou- 
sands of people affected by its 
daily routine of court hearings 
and administrative activity 
have colored its history 8 
tragedy and triumph have 
stained or sweetened its life 
For its life is that of the people 
of Vigo County. 

But, the building, the struc- 
ture itself. has a life of its own 
marching from the grandeur of 


First of Series 


its early past through growth 
and development marking the 
present decade to an uncertain 


future. 
Uncertain, not only because 
of ‘changing tastes іп archi- 


tecture and changing construc- 
Поп practices, but because of 
broader clianges in human life 
reflected in the growth of gov- 
ernment both in service and 
personnel. 


The Present 


The Courthouse is an impos- 
ing strueture. And is becoming 
more 50 as some of the less 
attractive neighboring struc- 
tures disappear in the urban 
renewal program, opening the 
vista needed by such a large 
building. 

The outside of the building, 
in spite ci ^ catering and nat- 
ural асси ulation of soiling, still 
benefits from 3 thorough sand- 
blasting operation a dozen‘ 
years ago. And travelers and 
loca! motorists alike comment 
about the brightly gleaming: 
white dome visible for many 
miles in all directions. The cop- 
per доте surface received the 
paint job in continumg general 
improvement work when it was 
found that the copper, while 
still serving its purpose, would 
not do so for many more years. 

But, the most comment from 
Courthouse visitors concerning 
improvements has acknowledged 
one of the earliest, simplest 
and least expensive efforts in 
the current and continuing pro- 
gram inside, according to the 
county commissioners. 


; : y ШКЕ 
б ES A Lam. ЖД eE E A اشنا‎ di 


DOMINATING the downtown Terre Haute business district to the west, the Vigo County Courthouse rises pearly 200 
feet above ground level, its gleaming white dome visible for many miles on major highways through the area. The bright 
dome, generally neat appearance of the exterior, sandblasted 12 years ago, and the effects of a continuing program of clean- 
ing and renewing on the inside of the building are remarked by visitors. Martin Photos. 
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| THE CENTER of Vigo County government, which has stood in the square at 3rd S 

| Wabash Ave. for 81 years. is actually the third structure serving as the Vigo 
Courthouse since the county was organized in March of 1818, subdivided from Sullivan 

| County, which area earlier was а part of Knox County, This photograph. looking south- 
west from the intersection of U. S. highways 40 (Wabash Ave.) and 41 (3rd St.), was made 
last fall. The benefits of a continuing progra m of maintenance and renovation are exhibited 


to travelers and local residents alike. In the f oreground is the Memorial to Civil Маг vet- 
erans. 


straight in the face of every regulation in 
the state, and I don't think you can make 
it hold ир,” Vigo Superior Court Division 2 
Judge Charles K. McCrory said. 

Dennis H. Stark, juvenile referee, uses 
the Juvenile Center more than anyone else. 
But, “There has not been one person out 
there to talk to me about this." 


Brown earlier said juvenile offices on the 
fourth floor of the courthouse would result 
in congestion, and Stark added that there 
also is a need to respect the privacy of those 
involved in abuse and neglect cases. ‘‘These 
people don't deserve to be traipsed around 
this courthouse and looked at," he said. 


Taking another tack, Commissioner 


Terry J. Brentlinger asked the judges what 


was wrong with their individual 
courtrooms. A long-range plan might be 


drawn up, Brentlinger said. ۰ 

John C. Kite, County Court 4 judge, was 
telling about leaks and ceiling problems in 
his courtroom when someone interrupted 


En. "I'm entitled to be heard," the judge 
said. 


hi acting so piously," Brentlinger 
said. 


Jenkins leaned forward as if getting 


ready to separate the two officials, should 
that be necessary. 


And after some additional discussion, 
Jenkins showed his patience also was 
wearing thin. “Т.ооК here. I voted for a hell 
of a lot of money — $290,000 — and we don’t 
know what to do with it.” 

Jenkins asked the judges to list what they 
want fixed. 

„Мо future meeting date was set. 
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Court hoese (V.C) 

Brown, chief county judge, said а new 
Juvenile Center could be built near the old 
Sun jail for only $50 to $60 per square 
oot. 

It’s apparently more expensive to re- 
model because special equipment and 
supports would be required while working 
in the existing building, the judge said. 

Land owned by the Terre Haute Re- 
development Commission might be 
available for the new center, Brown said. 

Mare Elliott, director of the city’s 
Redevelopment Department, confirmed the 
city has available 2.38 acres of land west of 
the old jail. The land is appraised at $22,000, 
but Elliott said the county might be able to 
get the land for less if public benefit were 
shown. 

"I'm dead set against putting 8- to 12- 
year-old kids in your jail, and it flies 
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to be," James R. Jenkins, county council 
president, said. 

“ГІ take the blame. I was under the 
understanding that was what Judge Brown 
wanted,” Scott said. 

Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown said he 
had felt the center should be closer to the 
main courthouse, but until recently he was 
unaware of the proposal to move the offices 
to the fourth floor of the courthouse. 

"We did not speak to the judges. I 
apologize for that. We did not mean it as a 
slight," Jenkins said. 

enkins said moving the Juvenile Center 
from its present Route 51 location to the 
courthouse and keeping young people in the 
new county jail could save $100,000 in utility 
and staff cost-reductions. 

Remodeling part of the fourth floor would 
cost $100 per square foot. 


By John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Nothing was settled, but angry comments 
peppered with profanity filled the air during 
a meeting Thursday of Vigo County judges, 
commissioners, council members and 
sheriff’s department staffers. 

Commissioners and county councilmen 
thought the $290,000 remodeling proposal — 
approved March 27 by the council — was 
aimed primarily at fixing up space on the 
fourth floor for Juvenile Center employees 
and a small juvenile court. 

But judges at the courthouse say County 
Court 5 — on the first floor — should be 
moved to the fourth floor as a first priority. 

“Evidently, we’ve just had a serious 
misunderstanding — that’s what it appears 
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| Inflation is threatening one of 
Terre Haute’s Christmas tradi-i 
[tions —the decoration of the] 
county courthouse dome. | 

Vigo ЕНІ Commissioner 
Harry . Brentlinger said 
دن‎ that he'd appreciate 
| hearing county taxpayers' opin- | 
ions about decorating the court | 
house dome for the Christmas 
season. 

Brentlinger noted that the nd 
of putting up the strings of 
Christmas lights is 5100 апа 
said that he and fellow com- 
[missioners Kermit Nees and 
Frank Kaperak were seriously 
questioning whether or not the 
expense is worthwhile. especial- 
lv since the downtown streets 
are decorated. That cost. how- 
ever. is borne by the Downtown 
Merchants’ Association. 

The commissioner noted that 
two bids received Гог the project 
specified the same amount. 

"Personally, I like to see the 
courthouse decorated, but in 
this day of trimming all un 
inecessary costs, there are some 
‘who didn't think the commis- 
sioners should spend that extra 
$800," * Brentlinger explained. 

"We're serious about this;" 
[said Brentlinger. "and would 
appreciate hearing from the 
people before Thanksgiving be- 
Lx MU adis з Айы Rp cause if we do trim the court- 

;house, the lights wil! be turned! 
‘on then.” 
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urthouse alarm 


1 
Іп both cases M. AMET 
was not notified, because the 
system's telephone-dialing section 
is not working. 


Friday's alarm interrupted а 
sentence hearing being conducted 
by Circuit Judge Robert H. Brown. 
After the alarm stopped. Brown 
commented, “It would be interest- 
ing if that thing were hooked up,to 
ED fire department so they'd'know 
also." 5 


Until it works, Diehl. ва that 
county maintenance Personnel 
have been told to са е fire 
department before leaving the 
building when the alarm sounds. 
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Robert Miller, county maintenance 
supervisor. 

The contract called for Ketner to 
begin work on the fire alarm 
system within 30 days, with 
“significant completion within 120 


ays. 

The horn-sounding alarm system 
was ا‎ twice last week, once 
on Wednesday when a youngster 
pulled an alarm, box on the ground 
floor. That sent courthouse person- 
nel scampering out of the building, 
but no one called the fire depart- 
ment. 

The alarm sounded again for 
unknown reasons at 10:36 a.m. 
Friday. 
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fused to pay the full amount, but 
did authorize partial payment of 
$7,000. : 

P. James Diehl, commissioners' 
прасе said the remaining 
$3,627 will be paid once the system 
is completed and in working condi- 
tion. 

.The contract with Ketner was 
signed in February. The firm was 
to install *an automatic telephone 
dialing unit programmed to dial 
the fire department" in case of fire 
in the courthouse. Besides 
automatically calling the fire de- 
partment, the system is supposed 
to call Diehl's home telephone after 
normal business hours, as well as 
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Vigo County Public Library 


S NOV 1 0 1985 
unsuccessful. 

Ken Hannum, who designed the 
alarm system, said the shortage of 
8 part has delayed the project. The 
missing part automatically 
telephones the fire department 
once any of the building’s box 
alarms are pulled. Alarm horns 
then blare throughout the buildin 
to warn the 200 employees an 
others inside. 

In June Ketner requested pay- 
ment of $10,000 for work on the 
unfinished alarm system. 

Commissioners said his $10,000 
bill was misplaced. Ketner resub- 
mitted another $10,000 bill in late 
October. The commissioners re- 
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Part shortage silences co 


By Patrick J. Barnes - 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


Nearly nine months after receiv- 
ing a $10,627 contract to install a 
fire-alarm system in the Vigo 
County Courthouse, a local elec- 
trical contractor has not finished 
the job. 

Despite the system’s inoperable 
condition, commissioners Tuesday 
paid $7,000 of the amount to the 
contractor, Ketner & Sons Electric 
Inc. of 1416 Lafayette Ave. 

Repeated attempts to reach 
William J. Ketner, president of the 
electrical contracting firm, were 


| WHITAKER was indicted іп 
| July, 1957, for the deaths of his 
| daughter, son and former wife, 
Mrs. Alma Martin, but was tried 
| only on the charge involving his 
daughter. The 9-year-old girl died 
three weeks after the shotgun 
attack at the Stewart Martin 
home, June 25, 1957. The In- 
diana Supreme Court reversed 


the conviction July 8 this year. 


Present yesterday at the court ! 
room with Judge Criss were Miss 


Lucile E. Moore, court reporter; | 
Mrs. Agnes Hanley, deputy clerk 
‘assigned to Circuit Court; Mrs. 
Leola Armstrong, deputy clerk 
assigned to the Probate Division; 
Mrs. Marie Yaw, director of the 
Department of Public Welfare, 
and Miss Jean Crawford, super- 
visor in the Welfare Department; 
Mrs. Lorene Sankey and Miss 
Mary Doyle of the probation de- 
| partment; Miss Rita Leusing, 
| secretary of the prosecuting at- 
|iorney's office; Attorney Len- 
| hardt E. Bauer, referee of the 
| Juvenile Division; Attorney’s of- 
Juvenile Division; Attorney War- | 
; геп R. Everett, county public de- | 
| fender: Farnum Anderson, chief 
probation officer. and William | 
Butts. assistant; L. H. Turner, | 
bailiff of the Circuit Court; | 
Proseeuting Attorney Ralph Ber- | 
гу, and deputy Prosecutor Albert 
F. Owens. | 
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Term 10 Open Tuesday in Newly 
Remodeled Vigo Circuit Court Room | 
ولا‎ db 2--/260 


Judge Herbert R. Criss yester-| Those present yesterday were 
day invited members of his of- | immediately impressed with the 
ficial staff and departments as- | СӘТІУШЕ ромег of voices, an im- 
sociated with the court to a pre- реестры i ول رر‎ Чо 


view of the newly remodeled Cir- шкет efficiency sin 


in which the E د‎ -- 


Fal! term will open Tuesday | 
мо | р 117 S als i 
Principal change in the court | اس‎ ea سه‎ УКОЛ ور‎ 
Es "n. lowered ceiling. | the Fall term. Four jury trials 
pped from a 24-1001 height one on а first degree murder 


۱١ 12 feet. 8 inches, designed to У 

EM , accoustical 1 properties ped A is P 
AM PES room which in the Judge Criss and a jury is Robert 
) ft much to be desired. раці Gilbert. 48 y S 
Another improvement of the? has ЭЛЭГ la feas q^ 
room is the closing in of the | og Ёс Mrs "Ruby Bakers а Мако 


huge windows with glass block. | ü 
shutting out street noises which pus ын ЫГ per af Td 
e other jury trials are: Sept. 


often made hearing difficult. 
B _ 26, Jack Johnson and Charles 


Jones, charged with vehicle 
taking; Oct. 3, Daniel G. Fields 
and Lee Fields, charged with 
armed robbery, and Oct. 24, 
James Chernay, accused of rob- 
Іһегу and grand larceny. 
et э 

OPENING DAY proceedings on 
Tuesday will be devoted largely 
to selection by Judge Criss of the 
‘grand and petit jury panels for 
the term. 

Shortly after the term opens 
Judge Criss is expected to set a 
date for the appearance of 
Thomas Whitaker. 39-year-old 
former truck. driver for whom 
a retrial on a first degree mur- 
der charge has been ordered by 
the Indiana Supreme Court. 

Whitaker has been in the Indi- 
ana State Prison at Michigan 
City while his appeal to the Su- 
preme Court was pending. Judge 
Criss will order his return to the 
| custody of Vigo County Sheriff 
Herbert Beasley soon after the 
new term of court opens. 

1 + + + 
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Security йет installe 


in offices of City Court 


A new door-locking system has been installed in 
the oífices of City Court to increase security, 
according to reports. 


The setup includes an electric lock on a door and 
an intercom system potential visitors will have to 
talk into to gain entrance. 


City Court Judge James Lewis said the system 
was installed for security reasons and it cost about 
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Fall Circuit Court Term 7 


І ishe оагїегѕ Tues 
n Refurbished Q Tues. 
| int ей {&- Ҹар /-(%22 
| Бу EULETA SLOVER strengthened to eliminate further | 
Jurors called to try cases іп | expenditure in that area. 0000) 
{һе September term of Vigo Cir- The lowered courtroom ceiling 
cuit Court, which opens Tuesday, | creates a squared-effect on the 
will not be harassed by disturb-| Windows, all being enclosed with | 
ing outside noises, a condition | 21855 block especially constructed 
(ЖИЕН in^ avi: | to diffuse the sunlight and out- 
деа ће ¦ side temperatures. Each window | 
past. also has a double opening, awn- | 
Judge “Нег: ing type ventilation window. | 
5 т iH 
| pert R. Criss The. ceiling is covered with 
| 4 ale 
| proudly 8 ur- acoustical tile blocks with the 
vise tha |light coloring enhanced by the 
E O үрөй | cool, water green hue of the 
La f: Кий | walls. New inlaid linoleum has | 
and one ed been placed on the floor in the 
hié 2gppecia: Spectator area. 
tig io ihe : Тһе room has an appearance | 
| County Codi. Ж of being much larger, is much 
dh ges : cooler and definitely is a tre- 
[cil and 6 mendous improvement in audio | 
lofficials for 111614 7 quality | 
| neis халсан de E د اي‎ The entire project was facili- | 
| negiectet هه‎ лүд RES tated by a $22,000 outlay аррго- ж 
: OE د‎ ... „| Priated by the County Council, | 
Increased traffic at the Third | the over-all cost also including | 
шиль а аса res er n general remodeling and window | 
section, oft referre 0 as е | replacements іп the  judge's| 
erossroads of America since U. S. | camber and attaches’ ie Ё 
41 and 40, the north-to-south and | Judge Criss took office Jan. 14 & 
east-to-west arteries meet there, | 1951, resigning as City Court B 
on occasion has caused the court| Judge, where he had served 1218 
to halt testimony until a particu-| years, to accept the office. He È 
larly noisy vehicle passed. was re-elected in 1956 and is Ш 
As ihe May term of court end-| now serving his second six-year | 
ed, July 16, Judge Criss moved {о | term. 
present his ideas for soundproof- Other Improvements. 
ing the room, as near as possible, | Soon after assuming the bench, 
Eben and County Com-| he was successful in replacing 
The SE tout ЭЙ: Ше old single-chair type “opera 
dropped to a height of 12 feet, | NR at nd oer it еш, 
8 inches, leaving a fourth floor адай» Mu 12 Adi 25 
area, located immediately above, | grace the courtroom today. 
| нее прасе вра tbe naed arise, | БААСЫ ӨС 
| 2 “| rejuvenated several other pieces | 
Ж RE Work. | of pestis ано furniture to 
Judge Criss became his own | Which were added other pieces 
Rm inspector, making sure | purchased through Indiana State 
| the ceiling beam installation and | Farm rehabilitation work shops. 
| other features were sufficiently | These and the latest features 
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О سر‎ JUDGE HERBERT R. CRISS, seated at the bench, is shown with court attaches, other offi- 
о % сізів and appointees associated. with the court, soon after he conducted them oa a tour of the 
8 2 newly remodeled courtroom facilities. From left, Agnes Hanley, deputy clerk assigned to the 
с) court: Franum Anderson, chief probation officer; Leola Armstrong, deputy clerk assigned to 
© Probate Court; ВШ Butts, deputy probation officer; Lorenzo Turner Sr. bailiff; Lenhardt К. 
لو‎ Bauer, Juvenile Court referree; Mary R. Doyle, Juvenile Court reporter; Lorene Sankey, ргоһа- 


tion officer; Prosecutor Ralph Berry; Jean Crawford, Welfare Department supervisor; Marie 

| Ward Yaw, Welfare Department director; Rita Leusing, secretary (o the prosecutor, and Albert 

F. Owens, deputy prosecutor. Photo by Martin. 
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More 'musical offices' 
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into the basement of the security complex.‏ 


Once the entire Vigo County Sheriff's Depart- 
ment occupies the new jail, that will free up some 
,Office space on the ground floor of the Courthouse. 

According to County Commissioner Terry 
Brentlinger, the park department wants to move 
down there from the fourth floor. 

Tentative plans call for the Welfare Department 
offices to be moved from 429 S. Sixth St. to the 
ground floor (and possibly part of the second floor) 
of the Courthouse. Also, the Food Stamp office, 
now at 17 S. 13% St., would move to the Courthouse. 

With local government services consolidated in a 
central location, the county could divest itself of 
the welfare department building and the annex. 
The Food Stamp office is leased. 

Brentlinger says the two abstract firms which 
have space on the ground floor of the Courthouse 
will continue as tenants. 

Commissioners John Scott and Jim Adams says 
that approximately $150,000 will be available to 
start remodeling parts of the Courthouse. Scott 
points out that some offices will need more space 
and others less than they currently have. 

The actual moves are still months away — the 
end of 1981 or early in 1982, Scott says — but 
planning for them has begun in earnest, 
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By CAROLYN TOOPS 
Tribune Staff Writer 

It's almost time for another round of "musical 
offices," played frequently in Vigo County during 
election years. But the basis of the 1981 game is the 
nearly-completed new jail and county office build- 
ing. The County Commissioners are arbiters of the 
upcoming action. 

Some offices currently located in the Courthouse 
will be moving to the new complex. 

Rearranging a few of the offices which will stay 
— the five courts and related offices (clerk, 
prosecutor, public defender, probation), plus Har- 
rison Township assessor, park department and 
Veterans Assistance, to mention a few — and 
bringing in the “far-flung” offices (welfare, food 
stamps and area plan) — have the county com- 
missioners doing some mental gymnastics deciding 
who'll be where. 

Scheduled to move into the new two-story office 
building are the auditor, treasurer, county as- 
sessor, recorder, surveyor, the county com- 
missioners and the Health Department (now in the 
annex, 120 S. Seventh St.). And finally, after years 
of ‘‘floating,’’ County Council members will have 
some office space of their own, including a meeting 
room, in the new office building. 

The county computer operation will be moved 
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VIGO SUPERIOR COURT has retained much of an earlier style through a series of remodeling and redecorating projects 
over the years which lowered the ceiling, refurbished floors, furniture and woodwork and installed electronic aids and air 
conditioning. Judge Harold J. Bitzegaio presides in the court whose wall adornments include a portrait of Col. Francis Vigo, 
an inspirational painting on a patriotic theme and electric wall fixtures recalling the gaslight era. 


ЫН Ї A 


Photo by Martin. 


j i i i hed for several decades prior 
LICITY set the tone for major remodeling of Vigo Superior Court No. 2, untouc 4 ) 
ae а effected 5 thorough change. The Early American Eagle commanding the wall over phe bench X M 
to Judge Charles K. McCrory by a friend, meeting the need for an appropriate symbol to mark that po nt and join 
with the present. The United States Flag, not visible in this photo, stands at high station adjacent to the jui 


y box. 


Photo by Martin. 


VIGO CIRCUIT COURT where gleaming white woodwork and p astel walls, resulting from redecorating last fall, bring to mind 
the interiors of some early government buildings in New Engla nd. Judge Paul M. Messick, who was appointed to the Circuit 
Court bench last Dec, 16 following the death of the late Judge H. Ralph Johnston, was conducting a criminal court hearing at 
the time this photograph was taken. The thorough repainting o f courtroom and offices sought to delay тоге expensive re- 
modeling contemplated for several years. —Martin Photo. 
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MEMORIAL HALL at 219 Ohio St. has been a пе ікті 274 2 

Vigo County's seat of government for all but 14 years 0 : ant сага e 
эс existence. Erected as a bank іп 1832, the structure THE VIGO BELL still rings Co . Fra 15 Vig ppreciatio 

OM ilt in 1921 and was preserved by tlie Grand Army of to the county named in his honor. The bell, provided in his 

KM bli This photograph was taken in 1959 just after will for the first Vigo County Courthouse, was finally in- 

M dion. Used for civic and social mecting as well as a stalled in the belltower atop the dome of the present struc- 

шаа ot atriotic memorabilia, the building is currently ture years after his death when belated action by Congress 

gel وه‎ Г.аррейй for aid in maintenance and renewal restored his estate and made possible Vigo's gift. 

the subject o 5 Photo by M 3 2 E 78. 
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Hannig НИЙ. 
Continued From Page One. | 


tricity. 

Late last year the County] 
Council approved $270,000 from’ 
federal revenue sharing funds! 
for the boiler building. Тһе! 
County Commissioners had! 
asked for $320,000. 


| 

When the Vigo County Exten- | 

| sion Service, located in the Fed. 
гега! Building, faced the prob- 
lem this spring of whether tol 
imove to other quarters, either) 
‘comrnercial or in another gov-| 
;ernmental building, or to рау! 
irent of about $15,000 annually! 
ito the General Services Aamin- 
'istration, beginning July 1, the! 
thinking changed quickly. | 
County councilmen Don Myers. 
‘and Art Mann suggested that 
{the boiler building at 221 Ohio 
| St., just across from the court- 
ЁС could be made large 


enough to house (һе extension) 
offices. 


Discussions continued in earn- 
est for several months. Alsu 73. 
volved were board members ol 
the County Extension Service 
and Max Miller, county exten. 
sion agent, 


Up unti] July 1 of this year, 
the federal government has pro- 
vided office space for the exten- 
sion service in the federal build- 
‘Ing but under the new regule- 
tions the county will have to pay 
the rent or provide the space. 

' After considering the alterna- 
tives, the Extension Board and 
county officials considered the 
boiler building idea “the way {о 
80. ” 


Vigo Coumy Keone Ши 


COMMISSIONERS AWARD BID FOR NEW BOILER BUILDING — Rees morning the 
Vigo County Commissioners affixed their signatures to the official document awarding 
! the bid for construction ef the new boiler building for the Courthouse to Shelton Hannig 
Inc. for $413,256. The funds will come 7 Vigo County's federal revenue. sharing 
funds. Jchn Scott looks over the ырың of fellow commissioners Frank Kaperak алд 
| Harry Brentlinger. ( House of LU Photo. 
| 
! 
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Hannig Firm m Gets, , ыг 
$413,256 Contract - | 


їл 221974 (lo Аы“ Wy هاڅ«‎ 


“Ву CAROLYN 58 begir soon, "rH to pe Ser ane اود‎ - | 
ot installed by October : ouse offices of the County Ex 
شو‎ Stain A The contractor : and county tension agency.. These will ‘be | 
The Vigo Courty Commission-! officials. have their fin Ei completed after. the boilers. are | 
ers’ Monday awarded the cor crossed that the work can installe 
tract for a new boiler building |comptetedt before cold weather! Originally planned as a re 
! helton| SSS, іп. The courthouse (and! placement for the artiquated 
for the courthouse to Shelton! Memorial Hall) will be tempa- heating system, using. gas or 
! Hannig. Inc.. on the firm's iow rarily without any heating SyS-Loil instead of coal the сот-! 
‘bid: of $413.256. tem when the old building ial e reconsidered the en-| 
A higher bid of $434,433.62 was | razed. ‘ergy source during last win. 
submitted by Haley Brothers! Invaddition to the rew elec-.ter’s crisis and opted for elec- 
Construction Company. tric heating system, which will) 
Construction is expected to, replace the present coal- fired | Continued On Page 2, Col. 7. 
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'GETTING READY FOR WINTER — Construction crews ж 
hard at work getting the new Vigo County Courthouse 
heatingeplant constructed. The boiler building. wheh come 

re pleted, will also provide office space for the Area Co- 


„operative Extension Service. In addition to the court 
house, the plant provides heat also for Memorial Hall. The 
heating facility is located directly across Ohio Street from.) 


| th house апа {зс Meyigrig! Hall, (Photo b; 
Realy ouse an تا‎ Ars isi on 1 
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feet in diameter, bv covering it 


with piywood, oa which they 
painted a “happy face.” 
Insurance: will cover the 


vepdits to the clock, Roach said. 
thinks if may alsa be 
neceskarn’ to install a new floor 
in the clock area. 


Already completed is seme 
remodeling in 7 14, 
Auditor's office, at a cost of 


about 31.500 from federal reve- 
nue sharing funds. Lowered 
ceilings and carpet were install. | 
ed in the room which will housei 
same 588,000 worth of equip- 
men! fer the county's new tax 
accounting system; now being | 
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installed. he equipment was 
also purchased with revenue 
sharing funds 

Work began Friday on 


remodcling and alterations to 
the Treasurer's office and Coun- | 
iv Commissioners’ office on the, 
second floor. Newlin-Johnsen! 
Development Co. was awarded 

the contract, or. their low bid of | 
540,900, This project is 06 

through the county's revenue 
sharing funds, and was арргоу- 
ed by the County Council in De- 

cemher. - | 

The work will be completed in 

45 days or less, according to the 

contract. Counters and other 
equipment were being moved | 
out into the corridor Friday. 

The treasurer's office is re 

quiret to be open each working |! 
бау and cennot close temî j 
00۳3711۷ while the work is ini 
progress, So, for the next тос | 
ог Six weeks, working conditions 
ior the treasuret and eleven! 
deputies will «t be ideal but 
they'll be there. 
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fch «te being sought by the 
Parl: Department. Strap highes 
(са. 1850 to 1550) will enhance 
the rustic ۰ 


Appropriate outdoor scenes 
and taxidermy displays will 
grace the suite of ofices, ex 
nected to be finishtd by next: 
week. 

Bill Roach and his crew are 
doing the remrdeling. One of the 
raost difficult preblems is get 
ting the wood up four flignts of 
stairs. Total ccst of the project. 
from regular county funds, isi 
about $575. Park officials, 


estimate they saved about $350! 


iby scavenging for materials. | 


When the 


Park Department: 
moves across the hall. 


the old| 


| 


Сот. | 


for, 


гоотл for 
missioners 


tke County 
аса possibly 


Another job facing Roach is 
fixing the clcck on the south 
side of the dome. which was! 
‘terally blown away during a! 
big windstorr іп November, 
Roach and associates ad | 
ministered temporary first aid! 


to the gaping hole, almost seven! 
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Vigo County Public Library 


offices will be used as a meeting 


Ares. 


Бу CAROLYN 5 | 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Sounds of hammers and, 
power saws have been rever- 
berating azairst the walls of the | 
Vigo County courthnuse іп ге- 
cent days. with several office 
remodelinzs and repairs under 
Way. 

During the holidays, the Har- 
rison Township Assessor's office 
had a new flocr installed. Desks, 
files ard other equipment were 
removed and placed in the hall 
temporarily, while the quarter- 
inch plywood subfloor, tiled the 
inain office area and carpeting 
іл a small area between the 
counter and corridor entrance 
were installed. : 

Employees had a ocuple of 
days off this week, in addition to 
Dec. 21. but were on the job 
bright and early Friday. төуіпг | 
equipment hack im and prepar-| 
mz for. "businesses as usual" 
Monday 7 permittinz. of 
Conse). 

Cost of the repairs was 5955, 
with the funds coming from the 
courthouse budget, 

Meanwhile, up on the fourth 


! 


floor in Room 40, the Vrzo Coun- #7 


ty Park and Recreation Depart- 
ment із going rustic. Formerly 
the Juvenile Probation office, 
the room has heen partitioned] 
and a differe-t kind of paneling 
is being installed. 
from an old barn donated tn the 
Park Department by Carol¥en¢ 
Terry Turner form the panelin 
and are held in place hy authent | 
ic old-style nails. Barn doors 
with 778 on the front will be 
used. 

Old slide latches of wrough 
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Louie fü re L UC] 
3 firms in running 
for courthouse work 


Three Indianapolis firms are still 
in the running to plan renovations 
for the Vigo County Courthouse. 

Gove Associates, HDG Architects 
Inc., and United Consulting 
Engineers remain from the original 
field of 14. All three аге ex- 
perienced in historic renovation, 
said county commissioners’ Presi- 
dent P. James Diehl, D-3rd. 

Diehl said he did not know when 
the renovation committee would 
meet again. The committee con- 
sists of the commissioners, County 
Council President Charles Fouty, 
and the county’s five judges. 

Renovation will be funded with a 
new tax of 4 cents per $100 of 
assessed property value in 1986. 
The tax will be 7 cents in 1987 and 
1988, and is expected to raise 
$700,000 in the three years. 


m 


over and above the county's frozen 
tax rate. 

The committee expects renova- 
tion expenditures to top the nearly 
$700,000 to be raised over three 
years with the new tax. 

Committee member R. Marc 
Elliott, city redevelopment direc- 
tor, said he knew of no state or 
federal grants available for project. 


The committee is to look into 
alternativé financing, Diehl said. 


Courthouse )٤ 
оп soug 
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The committee's goal is to re- 
model and restructure the 
courthouse for the public's benefit, 
to be energy efficient and preserve 
the buildings architectual and 
historical integrity, Diehl said. 

A major obstacle facing the 
committee is financing the project, 
Diehl said. The committee recom- 
mended creating a Cumulative 
Capital Building Fund tax rate 


A search begins soon for expert 
assistance in renovating the Vigo 
County Courthouse. 

A Courthouse Renovation Com- 
mittee met Friday and agreed to 
request proposals on how to 
proceed from firms with expertise 
in preserving historical buildings. 
Commissioner P. James Diehl, who 
chairs the committee, said letters 
would be sent to architects, consul- 
tants and engineers. 
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Vigo Courthouse 


©З Sixteen Indiana architects were 
in Terre Haute on Wednesday, 

„hoping to get the contract to restore 
the Vigo Bounty Courthouse. 

- The architects, along with 

Qnmembers of the Vigo Preservation 

„АШапсе, were shown through the 

——100-year-old building by Com- 
missioners P. James Diehl, John A. 
Scott and James E. Adams. 

A new 4-cent tax, which will 
generate an estimated $150,000 in 
1986, has been earmarked for the 
restoration. 

A committee consisting of the 
commissioners, Council President 
Charles Fouty and the county’s five 
judges will make بيو‎ eT sel ee ане 
on the restoration. 

Adams said the architectual 
firms have until Oct. 21 to submit 
proposals. 

Commissioners, Adams said, told 
the architects that the first phase 
should include installation of new 
windows and roof. 

Work on the courthouse is not 
expected to begin for several 
months, Adams said. 
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A check of the abstract indi- 
cated that the old builing was 
situated partially on property 
on-two sides belonging to others, 


|Brentiinger said. and it appears 


commissioner, will 
уе to obtain шей tues. 
The new heating plant for 


the courthouse will also serve 
Memorial Hall. Office space will 
е provided for the offices of 
the County Extension Service, 

However, getting the heating 
System functioning із the first 
priority. and work. on-the offices 


T UCT 
Іішге was completed last week. 


many county 2% 7 
Меге dressed a bit more. warm: 
у than usual. Only one person| 


и 


ff | 
airs ۹ 
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There's no-heat-in the Vigon hat “the 


County Courthouse at present, 


and Monday “аз temperatures 


dipped close to іле, freezing 


| noint, 


“Му fingers аге blue! 


said 
from cold.’ 


‚ Construction of the new boiler| wil! come later. 


Building is pretty much оп 
schedule, County Commissioner 
president Harry Brentlingey 
!терогіей, following a Monday 
[morning conversation with Shel 
Hannig. general contractor. 


Work is progressing on the: 
"foundation this week. and struc-' 


Commu 


‘tural steel is being brought to 


the job site. Тһе clectric 
[boilers were ordered. some 
time ago, and no delay is antici 
pated. | 
struc 


| Demolition of the old 


s Facility 


ew Court 
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Four thous 


Clears Fun unds Hurdle 


West Central S N47 178 mic 
Development District staff, funding was 
sought under Title 1 of the Local Public 
Works Capital Development and Invest- 
ment Program. This 100 per cent grant 
program will make available $22.4 
million to local units of government in 
Indiana for major new construction pro- 
jects. to be allocated by a formula which 
gives consideration to the unemploy- 
ment rate, number of persons un- 
employed, income level and potential 
long-term economic benefits of the pro- 
ject. 

Mrs. Baker explained that at this par- | 
ticular time no federal funds are 
available to build a courts facility and 
this is the first attempt which has been 
made to finance a courts facility in this 
way 

A committee of five persons has been 
trying to find money for a courts facility 
for the county Members are Frank 
Kaperak. County Commissioner, and 
Arthur Mann. Vigo County Council 
president, Judge Harold J. Bitzegaio of 
the Superior Court. Pete Chalos, Terre 
Haute Councilman, and Mayor William 
Brighton 

The application was made by the Vigo 
County Commissioners. There are 

already in Chicago $67 2 million in ap- 
plications from the state for the funds 
available to it. 

Mrs Baker said that 70 per cent of the 
total state money will go to applicants 
whose unemployment rate exceeds the 
national average of 7.4 per cent. 

The other 30 per cent will go to com- 
munities with unemployment rates of 6.5 
per cent to 74 per cent Vigo county 
qualified because of four census tracts 
which showed a 10.1 per cent unemploy- 
ment rate for the last three consecutive, 
certifiable months of May, June and Ju- 
ly. 


BY GLADYS атт. 
Star Staff Writer 


An application for $3,440,111 for a new 
courts facility in Vigo County has been 
considered complete and gone through 
the first screening at the Chicago office 
of the Economic Development Ad- 
ministration 

According to Mrs. Sharon Baker of the 
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Vigoluninspected boilers. 


Gene Gobreski, administrator 
An Associated Press story in-|at St, Anthony Hospital, ques. 


buildings for the 


patched to stop what the group’sidicated the state Boiler and|tioned the validity of reports of 


Pressure Vessel Board has aj|overdue boiler inspections for] 
backlog of nearly 11,000 boilers.|institutions covered by liability) 
Among those listed were in|insurance. "Any hospital ог y 
schoóls and hospitals. An in-|stitution is inspected regularly 
adequate staff and poor report- because its insurance carrier) 
ing by insurance companies and | demands it. Our carrier de- 
boiler manufacturers меге mands this and we have on file| 
blamed for the delay. copies of inspection reports done 
The AP wire story indicated|a couple times a year. I can't 
some systems had gone un-|conceive of anyone operating a 
inspected for as long as nine|boiler without it.” 
years and estimated 13 per! He said copies of each inspec- 
cent of all Indiana school cor- | 
Continued Оп Page 7, Col. 2, 


Boiler OCT 181973, 


Continued From Page One. 


| ов are signed. dated апа 
placed on the wall near the hos- 
ji pitals boiier. 

Jack Hoffman, assistant su- 
perintencent of school facilities| 
for the Vigo County School 
Corporat.on, said corporation) 
boilers are drained each year, 
land checked by an inspector) 
jsent by forrest Sherer, Inc., in- 
|вигапсе carrier for the VCSC. 
|| Тһе corporation also has copies! 
lof current reports filed with tne! 
State Fire Marshal bv Supt. C. 
| Kenneth Cottom in compliance, 
| with a 1963 state statute requir-| 
ing annual heating system in- 
|spections before Sept. 1 of each 
ivear. 

А spokesman for the Pfleg- 
ing firm said its inspections, 
done by a licensed boiler man, 
include testing pressure, any 
possible fuel and water leakage 
and checks of supporting gas 
and water lines at the point 
where they enter the structure. 

Pfleging checked 42 VCSC 
buildings this year. in addition 
to South Vermillion County 
School Corporation facilities and 
those at the Children’s Learning 
Center in Terre Haute. All sys- 
tems passed inspection, a 
spokesman зай. 

Vigo Commissioner Brentling- 
jer, who has pushed the county; 
{council for funds to replace the) 
courthouse boiler for severa! || 
years, said some persons felt it 
would be a waste of money ìf a 
‘proposed  city-oounty building! 
ever became a reality. “Ч felt) 
certain the existing courthouse! 
will be a community monument | 
‘for many, many years, regard.| 
| less of any plans, ата it will 


1 


iporations and 66 hospitals have 
1 


жеме اس‎ 


Boiler Inspectors T 


TuS C وزم‎ n T 
community Affalrs 90 
adver-,42 
bised for bids on a new system|County School Corporation. 


Y OCT 18 1973 
| By MARY ANNE PIERCE 
Tribune Staff Writer 


Commissioners have 


КҮТ” and the current boiler has been 
1 ig | : y 

house has been given a : m : 
т Б andy" E in.|Dresident terms “рай leaks. 


speciors from the State Boiler Revenue shaving funds will be 
к Pressure Vessel Board, а|ЧЗ@Ч to pay for the project. 
state agency said to be plagued| Other boilens in county-owned 
by a backlog of work. buildings passed without. diffi- 
| Vigo Beard of Commissionersjculty, according to Brentlinger. 
jPresident Harry P, Brentlmger The heating plant at Glenn Вес: 
|saàd stale inspoctors, checking|reation Center has been in- 
Vigo Coury much later this)spected by D. J Pfleging and 
lyear than in previous years, Son, Inc., plumbing contractors 
passed the courthouse . boiler employed by the Vigo County 
with the stipulauion that it be Park Department. The firm is 
fixed before operated at maxi- also repairing the system at 
mum capacity. Glenn Home and has checked 
| . 
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р агт 
нону Among the pedantic 
politicians here or anywhere else, but 
it is something that must be done. 

Our system of justice — the 
presumption of innocence, the right to 
a public trial, the right to a trial by a 
jury of our peers — is as precious a 
right as we have in this nation. It must 
not be allowed to be cheapened — but 
it happens when we are failed by our 
facilities, our jury rooms and cramped, 
crumbling courtrooms. 

Yes, building a new courthouse or 
adding floors to the annex would cost 
money, but we learned long ago that 
democracy is not cheap. Vigo County 
seems to find money for new cars and 
other pishposh  non-essentials for 
bureaucrats and, accordingly, it can 
find money for this truly essential part 
of our democratic system. The county 
should begin immediately to make the 
plans necessary for new and adequate 
court facilities. 

In each of the past two years grand 
juries have found problems with court 
facilities in Vigo County and those 
citizens, too, have recommended 
spending tax dollars for improvements; 
this year, the grand jury called one 
courtroom "intolerable and a disservice 
to justice in Vigo County." Neither 
grand jury has gone so far as to 
recommend a wholly new court com- 
plex, but that's what we recommend. 


Vigo Cc 
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County needs n 


The trial of suspended City Court 
Judge James A. Lewis didn’t produce 
a clear verdict as to the guilt or 
innocence of Lewis, but it did make 
clear to us the deplorable condition of 
Vigo County’s court facilities. 

hose who saw only television film 
clips of the. trial got just a glimpse of 
the problem when they saw the Jurors 
walking up and down hallways. 
The jurors were supposed to have been 
وهه پا‎ — protected from outside 
influences — but in traveling up one 
hallway, down another and up a flight 
of stairs to reach their deliberation 
room, the jurors were exposed to 
outsiders: Anyone could have spoken to 
them, yelled out a prejudicial comment 
to them, flashed a newspaper headline 
for them to see. 

As it happens, there are only three 
jury deliberation rooms for the five 
county courtrooms — and only one of 
the three directly adjoins a courtroom. 
That kind of situation, jury-rigged and 
gerry-built over the years as a tem- 
porary solution to the growing needs of 
the judicial system, must be corrected. 

Initially, the new county annex 
building was intended for courts, but it 
was taken away by the bureaucracy of 
county commissioners and others who 
control the pursestrings. Making life 
comfortable or convenient for judges 
and, yes, criminals has never had a 
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story somewhat differently. He said only 
one bid was received at the bid opening. 
that being from Davis. However, Scott said 
it was not in order because a proper bond 
was not attached and it was not legally ac- 
ceptable. 

"When no bids are received, the commis- 
sioners have the right to get someone to do 
the job. We talked to others and could not 
get anyone who wanted to go up that high," 
Scott said. We had to get the work done, 
so we went ahead and let Davis correct his 
proposal and do the job." 

Bid bond for Davis was submitted by 
Heine & Son, Inc., and the firm also pro- 
vided a standard financial statement dated 
July 30. Davis's proposal stipulated, "'Paint- 
ing according to specifications. One coat 
red lead and one coat of metallic gold. This 
will include proper cleaning before any 
painting." It added that bonding would 
follow within two weeks. 

Two painters were employed by Davis for 
the job; they told a reporter they were paid 
$13.25 per hour. For a 40-hour work week, 
each of the two would have received $530. 
If they worked two weeks on the job, that 
would have accounted for $2,120 of the 
$25,414 total bill, which was not itemized 
but included paint, brushes and other 
necessary tools. 

Paul Newton, president of the county 
council, said that in September, 1978, the 
council approved about $30,000 in the 
budget for repair to the Courthouse dome 
and downspouts. "We cut the request from 
$50,000, as | recall," Newton said. ''| think 
it's terrible *o spend so much painting the 
dome and not even counting the 
downspout replacement," he added. 
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Gold? The rice looks like it 
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The gold-hued paint now on the 
Courthouse dome cost taxpayers $25,414. 
A bill for the work from Kenneth M. Davis 
was submitted and paid in early September 
of this year. 

Specifications for the job called for wire 
brushing of all steel portions of the dome 
including handrails, catwalks and light 
standards. Two coats of paint were to be 
applied to the steel portions, a first coat of 
red lead and a finish coat of gold metallic 
enamel. The copper dome was to have only 
one coat, that of gold metallic enamel. 

Two problems cropped up, one having to 
do with the specs and one having to do with 
the bids. 

Experts advised the commissioners that 
metallic gold paint on the copper would 
turn green. Since the commissioners did 
not want a green dome, they decided not to 
use metallic paint after the specifications 
were advertised. Instead, they obtained a 
color chart of other, usable enamels and 
passed the buck to two women to select the 
best color. 

Carmen Levin and Coleen Wolford got 
the job of choosing a color and did the best 
they could from what was available. Hence 
the color, variously described as "gold," 
“рийегвсоїсп," and a few other hues, bet- 
ter left unprinted. 

According to the minutes of the commis- 
sioners' meeting of July 30, no bids were 
recieved at the scheduled bid opening for 
dome painting. Under such circumstances, 
the commissioners may then ask for pro- 
posals. Only Davis's was received and it 
was dated July 30, filed July 31, according 
to Courthouse records. 

John Scott, commissioner, recalled the 
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On Thursdays 
they pass out * 
lots of dough © 
(baked,that юэ 


0 Courthouse” 2 
basement... 


Community / F ite 

Any Vigo County organization that wants to book 
a bake sale on a Thursday at the Courthouse will 
have to wait until 1984. 

“We're all booked ир,” Madeleine Machingo, said 
Tuesday. "We've been booked for every Thursday 
(excluding any Thursday holidays when the 
courthouse is closed) since February. “We won't 
take anymore bookings until the first week of 
January." 

The bake sale takes place on the ground floor and 
the courthouse maintenance staff provides the 
tables. 

“АП kinds of food is sold, from sandwiches, 
chicken and noodles, vegetable soup, baked goods, 
fried chicken, potato salad, sloppy-joes. Also, 
anything that can be carried in and kept warm in 
a crock pot," Mrs. Machingo added. 

The courthouse employee said organizations may 
call 232-2530 for a reservation for next year. ''It is 
first come, first served ... after the first of the 
year." 

Recently the Wabash Senior Citizens Center had 
its annual bake sale. Published below are recipes 


provided by the бийр (опту Public Libraty 
БИШР — - بي .1 لت‎ ТЕН 
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Plenty of goodies: Courthouse b 
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i Cover a 
‘Pfizer Scene 


Vegetable gardens of Pfizer, 
Iac.. employees and Dr. Drev: 
|fus Froe, a veterinarian in (һе) 
Agricultural Development Re, 
search Department at the Terre 
Haute plant, are featured in a 
recent issue of Pfizer Scene| 
which displays a picture of the 
Vigo County Courthouse on its 
cover. 

Setting the scene with the 
| photograph and some descrip- 
iion of Terre Haute and the 
area in history, the publication 
of the nharmaceuticals manu- 
facturer presented articles on 
the special gardening project 
and on Dr. Sroe’s work. 

Since last spring. 24 Pfizer’ 
| employes and their families] 
' have been working garden plots; 
made available to them by of- 
;ficials of the plant. The idea 
was the brainchild of Gerald 
23 manager of properties. 


m‏ چم 


who felt the project would per- 
mit employes to get some good 
| [rom the company’s surplus 
‘land. The local facility com- 
rises some 1,885 acres. 

Each plot measured 25 by 60 
tee which most employes who 
took advantage of the offer said | 
is more than sufficient for a 
family garden, 

Several photographs of area 
Pfizer employes and their fam- 
ilies working the plots accom- 
panied the article. 

Dr. Froe, who spends much of 
his time traveling around the 
country giving talks, slide pres- 
entations and technical а55151-| 
ance to Pfizer customers, із)! 
concerned primarily with find- 
ing new uses for various Pfizer 
products. 

The feature on Dr. Froe was) 

` photo essay which showed 
V po County Public Library... at various daily tasks and 
visiting customers on the road. 
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By CAROLYN 5۹6 
Tribune Staff Writer 


ed through Ше Vigo County! Friday one county employs 
Commissioners "office, noted that some groups which 
|Katherine Radtke. 2827 М. Вт һауе higher prices generaly 
پر‎ The Thursday bake sale at the | who worked for the Vigo County “бол % do too well." She also 
(Vigo County | Courthouse. а Highway. Department. for 29) visited the sale early thts past 
custom which was established| years, was in chavge'of the cal week before a special treat? 
more than 15 years ago. COR. | en-ar until she retired several cream puffs. was sold out, “I 


tinues to be popular with both years ago. Now Pansy Hoffman! just don't have the time tol 
the “consumers” and FR e|is the gal to Сай! for arranging make things like this at Rome,’ 
“providers.” | for a club sale. Ske notes that) she remarked. i | 


"Sometimes we managed to 


For county employee (ANA, present bookings run through 
book twice, ‘and getting things 


others who happen to be in thé| 1974, and when she gets a new 
building at the time) it's the op- calendar, she'll start оп 1915. | Straightened out required some 
portunity for a good home “When we first started." Mrs. tact," Mrs. Radtke said. Oc 
cooked lunch at reasonable cost;| Hadtke said, £‘ the organizations casionally “when a group can- 
or just a sandwich or snack, Gr were limited to twiee а year.|cels, another can be found юч 
maybe a delicious pie ar Саке (0| They were delighted to һахе а the Thursday spot. 
take home for the family. place for the bake sales at no | County. Commissioner. presi 
And for the local women’s Charge. and there wasn’t a lot dent Harry Brenttinger 06 
organizations which regularly) that раа іс be dame onithelsecond that all the groups Sponsoring 
participate, it's а fund-raising, floor to prepare for them.” 4 bake sates are non-profit. civic, 
project that also gives members! ‘Ме had „е Тр سیا‎ с charitable. They imcludei 
a chance to demonstrate superb! with main dishe: опе, авд church groups, sonoritiasy Senior 
cooking skills? desserts on the other. Two e!&- (Citizens: GrandmothensayClubs 
(After all, there's hardly|tmcak sockets were installed. for and World. War. Mothers.» and 


anyone. no matter how charm. keeping food warm, but that | auxiliaries. 2 
ing. handsome, beautiful, witty.) was about it," she coptffiued. - | The menu is generally off the 
talented, intelligent, successful.| Some. ground 5 were Midwestern variety, «with 


favorites being chicken and:noo- 
dies, beans and cornbread: or 
meat loaf. Occasionally Italian 
dishes аге featured. and go fast. 
as do "pigs in a blanket.” On 
Thursdays a !ot of people eat 
lunch early. | 

Dessert favorites include ap- 


whatever, who doesn't enjoy ап established early on, 
| occasional culinary compli- Radke remarked. 
ment!) The food had to be home- 
The Thursdav bake sale (it's. prepared, with the prices rea- 
almost always on Thursday: sonable.; not exorbitant, and no, 
| Sometimes moved up a day or|liquids\ The reasoning was that 
during a holiday week) also at- coffee was available for 


Mrs. 


ple andy custard pies, The bake 
sales usually last from about 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m. | 

То add to their. treasuries, 
also raffle 
off a cake during the sale, and 
may реф ап ехіга $10 or more 


employees in most offices and 
soft drinks at the concession 
stand. Ч 
Laughingly. Mrs. Баке ad 
mitted that “price controls’! ofl 


that almost all the groups were 
“ 


: tracts an elderly man who ap- 
parently lives in the area, ac- 
cording to courthouse ob. 
servers. He comes in carrying а | 
picnic basket with а number of 


small containers for his various a sort had been established. and Some organizations 


purchases. i 
Bake sale bookings аге handl- 


very cooperative. ans 
— : — 2: і way. 
Whatever the formula for.suc- 
cess is (besides good cooking 
and the willingness іо par- 
ticipate іл а club project). it ap- 
pears to be working. beautitully. 
Many people. who, wark at the 
courthouse appreciate. the ef- 
forts of the bake sales ladies . . .i 
especially оп cold, or. rainy 
days and look forward to what, 
j the next Thursday will bring. 
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An exceptionally handsome|,rounq Terre Haute. He design- 
painting of the Vigo County led the Union Depot which stood 
Courthouse building in Terrejat 9th and Locust and the Hul- 


building at 9th and 


iWabash. 


The courthouse is French Em.| 
pire in style. The four arms 
which cross at the center are 
inspired by a portion of the Lou- 
vre in Paris. the part which is 
known as the Pavillion Turgot. 
French Empire was the most 
stvle 
buildings constructed 


In terms of tonal rela- 
tionships. the Davis painting of 
the courthouse is superbly ren- 
dered in а technique which 


presents the building as an in- 
Цевга! part of the total sur- 
roündings. The artist links the 
istructure with the environment 
jin опе sweeping statement. Ur- 
iban blight may be tugging at 
the hem, but 
ibuilding. 
dowager, 
"|fusion and maintains a certain 


this dignified 
like an ageing 
rises above the con- 


standard of excellence in spite 


of encroaching changes in her 


way of life. It is entirely fitting 
of the permanent collection of 
the Swope Art Gallery. 

A one-man show by Harry А. 


[Davis is planned for the late 


fall. 1973. His exhibition credits 
include more than 50 national. 
and.international shows. He has! 
been presented in 17 one-man! 
exhibitions. Born in Hilisboro, 
Ind. in 1914. he has spent most 
of his life іп the Hoosier state. 
He has а В.Ғ.А., Herron Schnol 
of Art. Indianapolis. and ап 
F.A.A.R., 3-year Fellowship, 
American Academy in Rome. 
Italy. Davis taught art at Beloit 
College. ^. Beloit. Wis, and 
returned аз ап. instructor of 
drawing and painting to Herron 
School of Art. He bas been a 
professor there since 1970. 
“Courthouse and Environs” is 
on exhibit with the 1973 Wabash 
Valley Exhibition now showing 
at Swope Art Gallery and open 
to the public at no admission 
charge. Swope Gallery is open 
Tuesday through Saturday 12 
noon to 5 p.m.. on Sunday from 
2 p.m. to 5 p. m.. and on Tuesday 
evening from 7 (o 8:30 p.m. The 
Gallery is closed regularly on 
Monday. Admission is free at al! 
times. | 


— - = f 
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fashionable architectural 
in civil 
during the 1880's and 189075. 


Haute will remain in the per- [man 


manent collection of the Sheldon! 
swooe Art Gallery through the! 
generosity of the Women's 
Division of the Swope Art 
Gallery in awarding the Seventh 
Annual Purchase Prize to Harry 
А. Davis for his acrylic painting 
entitled "Courthouse and En- 
virons." The award-winning ac- 
quisition is on display at Swope 
Gallery with the 1973 edition of 
the. Wabash Valley Exhibition 
which remains from now 
threugh April 5. 

The Davis painting - of the 
courthouse is realistic and rep- 
resentational —.anyone сап 
recognize the familiar French 
Empire building which is a local 
landmark—but the artist does 
more than record a scene. He 
presents a vision which trans- 
cends reality. Davis portrays} 
the courthouse ымы кыы 
rearing above the rubble of “ 
ban renewal'' in the арилан 
This choice of subject matter 
immediately adds significance 
to what could have been an or- 
dinary picture. The painting be- 
comes important at many levels} 
of awareness. 

At the present when the world 
has become ecologically con- 
scious. threatened structures 
become doubly important. The 
courthouse painting by Davis is 
fascinating iconographically he- 
cause it symbolizes so clearly 
that the past must be swept, 
away to make way for the 
future. hut some things must 
remain standing to remind so- 
ciety of the accomplishments of 
the past. A courthouse Is always 
a sociologically significant svm- 
bol because it is a building 
shared by the people. Davis has 
caught to perfection the mood of 
a temple of democracy which 
stands, solid. in the midst of 
chaos. There is a sense of 
strength. a svmbol of coherence 
within a community structure, 
and a feeling of steadfastness 
against time. 

One of Terre Haute's most 
distinguished huildings, the Vigo 
Cennty Courthouse was huilt. in 

524. designed by the architec- 
tural firm of Samuel Hannaford 
& Son of Cincinnati. Ohio. Han- 


REFERENCE 
DO NOT CIRCULATE 


یا 


ness in the office, County Park 


jand Recreation Superintendemt 


Keith Ruble and assistant super- 
intendent Chet Byrkeybyle head- 
ed for inspections of Fowler and 
Prairie Creek parks. 

The lake at Fowler has been 
treated, Ruble said, and is ap- 
proved for fishing, though the 
fish should not be eaten until 
May 28. At Prairie Creek Park, | 
several items must be checked | 
out before the new park is ready 
to receive campers. Dedication! 
of the new facility will be on| 
Monday, June 2, and plans are 
beng completed for that event. 

Auditor Frank G. Walker's 
staff was compiling information 
on costs of the recent election, 
some of which аге chargeable to 
the city, so that the City of Terre 
Haute can Bn billed. 
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Tribune Staff Writer 


The pace at the courthouse 
was slower than usual Wednes- 
day, with almost all the court 
personnel from the third floor 
away for the day in Evansville 
to observe the operation of the 
unified court system there. 


Staff members from the office 
of County Clerk Leland Larri- 
son were handling telephone! 
duties in the divisions of Vigo} 
Superior Court. | 


County Commissioner John 
Scott had the office to himself | 
for the morning. Harry 86 - 
limger is on vacation this week. 

A few candidates in the Mav 
6 city primary came up to the 
second floor fo’ file campaign 
| expense reports with the county 
| clerk. 

They included three Repub- 
licans who were all unopposed 
in the primary: Paul Messick, 
city judge, listed miscellane- 
ous expenses of $25, and Law- 
cence R. Jones, councilman-at- 
‘large candidate, and his son, 
Lawrence Jones II, Third Dis- 
trict councilman, listed no ex- 
penses. 

The office of County Treasur- 
er George Schoffstall is closed 
to the public for about a month 
for audit, аз, Monday was 6 
last day for paying the first 
installment of property taxes. 

Amr attending to some bual- 
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Dear Mr. irk 
3 


Why do the people that work in the County Court House 

feel they are more inportant than other people? If they 
would return to the feeling that they were publie ser- 

vants Iam sure the harmony of the public and the politicians 
would be more desirable. Іп other words, WHY do some of 

the workers feel they have the right to park their cars 

on the west side entrance walk each day? Have you ever 
tried to walk out the west door of the Court Mouse over 

to the City Hall? Some day try it. You will have-to 

almost climb over the cars that are parked there. 


Of course, if the County Council has leased this part 
of the grounds for a used car lot I might be talking 
out of turn. It was with great relief to me and many 
other people in the county that the Historical society 
stopped the building of the parking lot sone time ago. 
But, I feel the property should have been restored to 
its original condition and the parking on the west side 
Stopped at once. 


I hope this letter will answer the purpose of getting 
this condition to the notice of the proper people. 


Very truly yours, 


2 [Koynek AR 


Каупопй Е. Morgan 


ВЕМ/ г, 


— DO YOU PARK ON THE 
уш. COURTHOUSE LAWN? 


EPO NOT CIRCULATE 


NO!! OF COURSE YOU DON'T!! ... YET, PIC- 
TURED HERE TO THE RIGHT PARKED ON THE 
LAWN OF THE COURTHOUSE ARE THE PRIVATE 
AND PERSONAL AUTOMOBILES OF THE MAJOR- 
ITY OF EMPLOYEES AND ELECTED OFFICIALS 
WITH OFFICES IN THE COURTHOUSE. THESE 
PEOPLE, EMPLOYED DIRECTLY OR INDIRECT- 
LY BY YOU THE TAXPAYER, FEEL THAT THEY 
HAVE SPECIAL PRIVILEGES FOR PARKING 
THEIR PERSONAL VEHICLES ON PUBLIC PROP- 
ERTY, WHILE YOU THE TAXPAYER MUST 
PROVIDE AND PAY FOR YOUR OWN NEEDS 
THROUGH THE GENERALLY ACCEPTED USE 
OF PARKING METERS AND PARKING LOTS. 3 
IS IT STRANGE THAT ELECTED OFFICIALS AND 
THEIR EMPLOYEES (WHO PROMISED AND 
PLEDGED THEIR BEST EFFORTS FOR THE BET- 
TERMENT OF THE COMMUNITY AS A WHOLE) 
SHOULD PLACE THEIR PERSONAL DESIRES 
ABOVE THOSE OF THE COMMUNITY? IS IT ALSO 
STRANGE THAT THESE APPROXIMATELY 150 
PEOPLE FEEL THEY HAVE RIGHT TO DENY 
150,000 THEIR RIGHT TO THE BEAUTY OF WELL 
KEPT LAWNS AROUND THE COUNTY COURT- 
HOUSE? 


Pictured above are some of the privately owned automobiles of employees, 
and elected officials of the Courthouse, parked on the Courthouse lawn! 


The Banks of the Wabash Association's sole aim : 
Do you prefer that the beauty of the Courthouse 


lawn, as pictured above, remain as it has in the past? 


LEND US YOUR SUPPORT 


Here Is How You Can Help! 


1. IF YOU ARE IN AN OFFICE, FACTORY, ETC., GET UP 
A PETITION, HAVE IT SIGNED BY ALL IN YOUR 
GROUP AND SEND IT TO THE BANKS OF THE WABASH 
ASSOCIATION, POST OFFICE BOX 598, TERRE HAUTE, 
INDIANA. 


is to preserve and improve the beauty of community 
roads, drives, parks and buildings in and about 
Terre Haute. We have repeatedly appealed in a 
friendly manner, supported by numerous unsolicited 
petitioners, civic and labor organizations, to the Board 
of County Commissioners in the Courthouse not to de- 
stroy the Courthouse lawn. Our friendly request was 
firmly turned down by this Board. The matter should 


now be decided by you, the taxpayers, and we sincerely 

2. OR, AS AN INDIVIDUAL, CLIP OUT FORM BELOW AND 
SEND IT TO THE BANKS OF THE WABASH ASSOCIA- 
TION, POST OFFICE BOX 598, TERRE HAUTE, IND. 


hope that the officials in the Courthouse will respect 


your wishes. 


Бус E. THE BEAUTY 3. IN ADDITION TO THE ABOVE, WRITE AND 


PHONE THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMIS- 
SIONERS, CRAWFORD 8003, AND EXPRESS 
YOUR OPINION. (YOUR PETITIONS AND 
FORMS WILL BE ACCUMULATED BY THE 
BANKS OF THE WABASH ASSOCIATION AND 
PRESENTED TO THE BOARD OF COUNT Y, 
COMMISSIONERS IN YOUR BEHALF.) 


OF THE COURTHOUSE LAWNS PRESERVED 
AS IT HAS BEEN IN THE PAST AND IF YOU 
FEEL THAT THE LAWNS SHOULD NOT BE 
TURNED INTO A FREE PARKING LOT FOR A 
FEW, SELF-DESIGNATED, PRIVILEGED PEO- 
PLE, THEN LEND US YOUR SUPPORT. 


This page is sponsored by THE BANKS OF THE 
WABASH ASSOCIATION, a non-profit, non-political or- 
ganization dedicated to the maintenance апа improvement 
of all community property in the city and Vigo County. 
This organization has functioned progressively for 27 years 
in Terre Haute. Among its many accomplishments, the 
Banks of the Wabash Association is largely responsible for 
the Paul Dresser Memorial and Drive along the Wabash 
River, the Dresser Field now known as the Paul Cox Ай- 
port, secured present site for the City Hall, boulevard liahts 
on the Wabash River bridge and extending to Harding 
Avenue, paving numerous streets and roads and many other 
achievements too numerous to mention. 


TO THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
Vigo County Courthouse 
Terre Haute, Indiana 


you have taken in permitting parking on the Courthouse 
lawn. We urgently request that this be stopped at once and 
the lawn about the Courthouse be permanently restored to 
its original condition. 


No at Le И: А gC ux 1), Bus E TIE 0 
Mail to Banks of the Wabash Assn., Р. O. Box No. 598 


[ 
! 
! 
| 
| 
I, we, are strongly opposed to the unprecedented action | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the Vigo County 
too 
Historical Society the subject of the proposed (parking lot) on the county 
court house lawn was discussed. 
It was agreed unanimously hy the Board of Director of the Vigo County 


Historical Society that they go on record as being opposed to a parking 


lot on the county court house lawn and the following resolution was passed. 


Be it resolved that it is the belief of the Board of Directors of 
the Vigo County Historical Society that public property of historical 
importance should not be mutilated or marred in any manner and should be 


used only for the purpose of serving all the people. 
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Vigo Conty Historical Society 
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Tribune-Star/Bob Poynter 


the home of Truman Blackman 
on April 27, 1818. 


Associate Judges Moses Hog- 
gatt and James Barns were there, 
and the first thing they did was 
appoint Nathaniel Huntington as 
Vigo County prosecutor pro tem. 


Huntington was one of four 
lawyers authorized to practice at 
the Vigo court, according to the 
order book. 


The earliest census after that 
date (the census of 1820) showed 
Vigo County had a population of 
3,390. So, not counting the 

rosecutor, there was one lawyer 

or about each 1,000 people in the 
county, according to the earliest 
recorded figures. 


Check find: John J. Newman (left) and Ruel Burns. 


ind uncovered 1 іп dust 
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Orders recorded in the book 
mark Vigo County’s struggle out 
of wilderness. 

For example, the first lawsuit 
ever filed in the county concerned 
permission (which was granted) 
to build a mill and dam on land 
owned by John Beard. 

Such activities show the 
progress of civilization, Newman 
said. 

The legal description of the 
property in the order book does 
not correspond to the system 
currently used in the county, 
according to Sherry Ascherman, 
chief deputy Vigo County re- 


corder. 
The very first entry in the order 
book says Circuit Court met at 


-Ts )لال‎ 22 
Judicial papers counties keep оп 
file, Newman said. State court 
officials have realized the 
judiciary is drowning in a sea of 
paper. 

“Т estimate here in Vigo County 
that there are about 5 million 
pieces of paper floating around in 
the court system," he said. That 
doesn't include the 1,200 to 1,500 
court-related ledger books, each 
with about 600 pages. . 

Newman said he and the 15 
other members of the Indiana 
Supreme Court's Record Manage- 
ment Committee hope to set up 
record-retention schedules telling 
which records should be main- 
tained and for how long, and 
which can be discarded. The 
committee also will try to 
streamline forms used in the 
judiciary and will look at modern 
record-keeping measures such as 
microfilm and computers “and 
see if we can put the courts in the 
20th century," Newman said. 

Durinz the inventory process, 
Newman occasionally comes 
across some gems buried in the 
dust. . 

The first Vigo civil-order book 
is ^probably a priceless historical 
document from the standpoint of 
the county," Newman said. 

The order book will be dis- 
played during Aug. 26 
ceremonies for the centennial of 
the laying of the courthouse's 
cornerstone, Burns said. 
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Ву John Halladay 
Tribune-Star Staff Reporter 


"Seek and ye shall find" — but 
it took the state archivist to do it. 

Vigo County's first civil-order 
book, covering 1818-1825, was 
misplaced for 50 years or so in the 
dusty attic of the county 
courthouse. 

State Archivist John Newman 
came across the book this week 
while doing an inventory in the 
courthouse attic. He was check- 
ing what records Vigo County has 
as part of a project aimed at 
improving judicia] records 
throughout the state. 

To know what improvements 
should be made, a person has to 
know what the situation is now. 

Newman picked Vigo as one of 
the "large" counties in the state 
— those with population greater 
than 100,000 — because county 
officials (including County Clerk 
Ruel F. Burns Jr. and other 
members of the local records 
commission) have been 
cooperative in the past. 

Union was selected as a typical 
“втай” county; Wabash is being 
checked as a "medium" county; 
and Elkhart represents "special" 
counties (because it has two 
courthouses). 

One end-product of the whole 
project will, it is hoped, be a 
reduction in the number of 
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The Vigo County Law Library.;book depository а few months|2 which could Бе шей with a 
presently located in the south| thereafter. combined space equal to that of 
: f th In addition to the many mem-jthe two courts and their ad- 
wing, fourth floor area o the bers of the Vigo County Bar|joining corridor," Scott advised. 
Vigo County Courthouse is Association, county, city,!—— - 2-4 


Comemuniy Alias bie 


township and federal courts who}, 
use. the library collection of 
legal information, it also gets 
steady use by government offi- 
cials of all areas of gove-nment. 

Also, students from Indiana 
State University and  Rose- 
Hulman Institute of Technology 
have used it for informatien 
source on occasion and it is 
open to city, county and area 
residents during the regular 
courthouse open hours. 

However, due to the large 
costs per volume involved. in- 
dividuals are not permitted to 
remove any of the books from 
the library premises, Mrs. Clark 
advised, noting that local attor- 
neys make check outs with the 
Vigo County Bar Association 
being financially responsible for 
replacement of any losses 
resulting through the local at- 
torney family. 

Scott was queried concerning 
the rumored possibility that the 
east wing. fourth floor area has 
been considered for location of a 
new county lower court installa- 
tion. should the Indiana 
Legislature pass such an act 
doing away with township 
justice of the peace and city 
courts. 

“Іп such an event, we have an 
area immediately to the west on 
the fourth Floor above the third 
floor. Vigo Superior Courts 1 and, 


ил 


Vigo County Public Library 


slated to be moved into a much 
larger area to be constructed in 
the fourth floor, east wing area 
immedniately over the Vigo Cir- 
cuit Court courtroom, offices 
and such. 

Commissioner John Scott of 
the Board of County Com- 
missioners stated that $2,500 
was allowed in the 1973 budget 
for installation of flooring to the 
area, when was made ready for 
the remodeling when the Circuit 
Court was remodeled some 10 
years ago. 

Although, the estimated 
|amount necessary to cover the 
flooring cost does not by law re- 
quire advertising for  com- 
‘petitive bids, Scott said com- 
petitive estimates will be sought 
in order to secure the lowest 
and best offer for the work. 

Relocation of the library is 
necessary, according to Scott, 
since the present facility is 
bulging at the seams with its 
thousands of volumes and has 
more than 100 volumes stacked 
in the aisles with no available 
shelf space. Many have been 
stored оп the fifth floor, records 
are of the Courthouse. 

Mrs. Catherine Clark 
librarian, said the facility was 
initially established with the 
1962 donation of the Miller- 


Causey Law Firm library and 
ЁС became the guardian of the 
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County 716607067 hopes to 


quest. 

The recorder's office inherited 
microfilming responsibilities іп 
1981, Sharon L. Ascherman, chief 
deputy recorder, said. 

For nine years. the county paid a 
full-time employee to microfilm re- 
cords, but unfortunately the films 
were not catalogued and are vir- 
tually useless, she said. —— 7 

Consequently; no microfilm 
copies of clerk's office records from 
1958 to íhe present exist, Mrs. 
Ascherman said. 

Records up through 1958 have 
been copied on film reels and are 
stored in a vault, she said. But that 
one сору is not readily accessible to 
the public or county employees, she 
said. 

Some records research requires 
trips to the upper confines of the 
courthouse. Hundreds of old, over- 
81260 record books — some dating 
back to 1816 — are housed on the 
fifth floor, where the wind whips 
through cracks around window cas- 
ings and the temperature fluctuates 
with the seasons. The pages in the 
large and dated record books are 
deteriorating. 

Unforeseen disaster is another 
concern. Valuable Sullivan County 
records were destroyed in a fire, 
says Dr. McCrank. 

“Т think you're sitting on a Кер of 
dynamite," he said. 


licenses and divorce records, аге 
maintained by the county clerk. 

During a recent information 
meeting about the microfilming 
project, Ruel F. Burns, Republican 
county clerk, advocated slow move- 
ment on the request until the vari- 
ous court judges could be polled 
about the new system. 

The judges now rely on ‘‘original’’ 
records for legal proceedings be- 
cause of potential challenges of the 
authenticity of records, he said. 

Precedent for admitting micro- 
film records as court evidence has 
been established, according to Law- 
rence J. McCrank, head of Indiana 
State University's rare books and 
special collections. 

Bramble, who has unofficially de- 
clared his candldacy for county 
clerk in the next election, does not 
share Burns' concerns about the 
microfilm system. Other county of- 
fices would also use the system and 
save valuable storage space, he 
says. 

But Burns estimates that 50 to 90 
percent t of some old records car scan be be 
removed or destroyed and more 
space willbe 87311815167 TT 

A letter to coünty department 
heads requesting input on the pro- 
posed system was circulated Fri- 
day. Individual department's equip- 
ment needs for using the system are 
not reflected in the recorder's re- 


By PATRICIA KRAPESH 
Tribune-Star Staff Writer 
Vigo County Recorder William E. 
Bramble’s request for $35,000 to 
convert some public records to mi- 
crofilm, prompted the County Coun- 
cil in March to assign a special 
committee to review the request. 
“For the general public, the 
recorder's office is the most impor- 
tant office in the county. We have 


.all the records," Bramble, а Demo- 


crat, said recently. 

The committee will probably rec- 
ommend the request be tabled when 
the council meets Tuesday, Nich- 
olas Sereno, committee chairman, 
said Friday. 

Bramble's original request for 
$35,773 included $26,228 to add two 
permanent full-time employees to 
his six-member staff. Two tem- 
porary part-time workers also 
would be hired for the initial six- 
months’ conversion effort. Equip- 


* ment for the project will cost $9,545. 


. The request to be considered 


1 Tuesday has been reduced to 
:$23,761, including $14,216.50 ог 


salaries. 
By law. the chief function of the 


recorder is to preserve public re- 


cords, including deeds, mortgages, 
liens: leases, articles of _incorpora- 


Aon and bankruptcy notices. 


“Other records, including court 
"proceedings, wills, marriage 


untold dollars down the road," Bramble said 
about the conversion which would eliminate 
storage and expensive record book costs. 

Staff Photo/Bob Poynter 
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Space saver 


William E. Bramble, Vigo County Recorder, 
holds a standard-size 19-by-24 inch record book. 
The contents of 121 of these books will fit into one 
microfilm cabinet. ‘‘This will save the county 
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